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PURPOSE

Tus book is similar in plan to the  History of Greece.”
It aims to present briefly the growth of Rome, the expan-
sion and organization of her power, the development and
decline of the imperial system, and the transformation of
the ancient pagan empire of the Romans into the medizval
Christian empire of the Germans. The narrative, accord-
ingly, extends from the earliest times to Charlemagne.

The treatment of the early constitution rests directly
upon the sources, which uniformly represent the plebeians
as citizens and the patricians as their leaders. I have
avoided mentioning the “ concilium tributum plebis,” as 1
see no reason for believing that it ever had more than a
theoretical existence. The view of the constitution which
this volume presents, and to'which scholars are now return-
ing, is as simple and natural as it is well founded.

Emphasis is placed on the period of the emperors a3 the
time during which Rome ‘stamped her character upon the
history of the world. Attention is directed not so much
to the vices and intrigues of the imperial court as to the
progress of mankind both in the capital and in the prov-
inces. Wars are treated with reference to their influence
on the current of history, and for the illustration of indi-
vidual and national character, The admirer of Rome need
not glorify conquest or conceal in any degree the failure
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viii Purpose

of the republic to govern the provinces. Happily the
Romans represented something better than city-sacking
and oppression. As organizers, administrators, and builders
they were greater in peace than in war,

The pupil who wishes to digest thoroughly the contents
of this book is advised to use the “ Helps” on pages 353—
381; while reading a chapter he should work out the
“Studies " which belong to it, and analyze the principal
subjects in topical outlines like the one given near the end
of the volume. In tracing the history of persons or of insti-
tutions he will find the Index useful. He ought not to
content himself with one book, however, but should read
and compare as many authorities as possible. Studied in
this way, history trains the whole mind.

CAMBRIDGE, March 1, 1901,
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