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90. When the body of the deceased emperor had been
laid out, and placed in a coffin, Joviauns, at that time the
chief officer of the guard, was ordered to attend it with
royal pomp to Clonstantinople, to be buried among his
relations.

91. While he was proceeding on the vehicle which bore
the rvemains, samples of the military provisions were
brought to him as an offering, as is usual in the case of
princes; and the public animals were paraded before
him: and a concourse of people came out to meet him as
was usual: which, with other gimilar demonstrations,
seemed to portend to Jovianus, as the superintendent of his
funeral, the attainment of the empire, but an authority

only curtailed and shadowy.
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1. From fear of Constantius Julian halts in Dacia, and secretly con-
gults the amgurs and soothsayers.—11. When he hears of Con-
stantiug's death he passes through Thrace, and enters Constan-
tinople, which he finds quiet; and without a hattle becomes sole
master of the Roman empire.—I11. Some of the adherents of

© Constantiug are condemned, some deservedly, some wrongfully.—
1V. Julian expels from the palace all the eunuchs, barbers, and
cooks—A statement of the vices of the eunuchs about the palace,
and the corrupt state of military discipline.—V. Julian openly
professes his adherence to the pagan worship, which he had
hitherto concealed ; and lets the Christian bishops dispute with
one another. —VI. How he compelled some Egyptian litigants,
who modestly sought his intervention, to return home.—VIL. At
Constantinople he often administers justice in the senate-house;
he arranges the affairs of Thrace, and receives anxious embassies
from foreign nations,— VIIL A description of Thrace, and of the Sea
of Marmora, and of the regions and nations contiguous to the
Black Sea.—IX. Having enlarged and beautified Constantinople,
Julian goes to Antioch; on his road he joins the citizens of
Nicomedia moving to restore their city ; and at Ancyra presides
in the court of justice.—X. He winters at Antioch, and presides
in the court of justice; and oppresses no one on account of his

religion.—XI. George, bishop of Alexaudfﬁa, with two OthO]‘S, 19
dragged through the strects by the Gentiles of Alexandria, and
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torn to pieces and bumnt, without any one being punished for
this action.-—XIL. Julian preparcs an expedition against the Per-
gians, and, in order to know beforeband the result of the war, lie
consults the oracles; and saerifices innumerable victims, devoting
himself wholly to soothsaying and gugury.— XL He unjustly
attributes the burning of the temple of Apollo at Daplhue 1o the
Christians, and orders the great church at Auntioch to be shut up.
__XTV. He sacrifices to J upiter on Mount Casins—Why hre writes
the Misopogon in his anger acainst the citizens of Antioch.—
XV. A description of Egypt; mention of the Nile, the crocodile,
the ibis, and the pyramids.-—XVI. Description of the five pro-
vinces of Egypt, and of their famous cities.

L
A.D, 361

g 1. WriLE the variable events of fortune were bringing to
pass these ovents in different parts of the world, Julian,
amid the many plans which he was revolving while in
Tllyricum, was continually consulting the entrails of vic-
tims and watching the flight of birds n his eagerness to
Ynow the result of what was about to happen.

2. Aprunculus (rallus, an orator and o man of skill as a
soothsayer, who wus afterwards promoted to be governox
of Narbonne, announced these results to him, being taught
peforechand by the inspection of a liver, as he affirmed,
which he had seen covered with a double skin. And
while Julian was fearing fhat he was inventing stories to
correspond with his desires, and was on that account out
of humour, he himself beheld a far more favourable omen,
which clearly prediocted the death of Constantius. For at
the same moment that that prince died in (hlicia, the
soldier who, as he was going to mount his horse, had
supported him with his right hand, fell down, on which
Julian at once exclaimed, in the hearing of many persons,
that he who had raised him to the summit had fallen.

3. But he did not change his plans, but remained within
the border of Dacia, still being harassed with many
fears. Nor did he think it prudent to trust to conjectures,
which might perhaps turn out contrary to his expect

ations.
11.

g 1. Dur while he was thus in suspense, the ambassadors,
Theolaiphus and Aligildus, who had been despa-fcbed to
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him to announce the death of Constantius, suddenly ar
rived, adding that that prince with his last words had
named him as his successor in his dignity.

2. As soon as he learnt this, being delighted at his deli-
verance from the turmoils of war and its consequent dis-
orders, and fully relying on the prophecies he had received,
having besides often experienced the advantages of celerity
of action, he issued orders to march to Thrace. Therefore
speedily advancing his standards, he passed over the high
ground occupied by the Succi, and marched towards the
ancient city of Eumolpias, now called Philippopolis, all
his army following him with alacrity.

3. For they now saw that the imperial power which
they were on their way to seize, in the face of imminent
danger, was in a measure beyond their hopes put into their
hands by the course of nature. And as report is wont
marvellously to exaggerate events, a rumour got abroad
. that Julian, formidable both by sea and land, had entered
Heraclea, called also Perinthus, borne over its unresisting
walls on the chariot of Triptolemus, which from its rapid
movements the ancients, who loved fables, had stated to
be drawn by flying serpents and dragons.

4. When he arrived at Constantinople, people of every
age and sex poured forth to meet him, as though he were
some one dropped from heaven. On the eleventh of De-
cember he was received with respectful duty by the senate,
and by the unanimous applause of the citizens, and was
escorted into the city by vast troops of soldiers and eivi-
lians, marshalled like an army, while all eyes were turned
on him, not only with the gaze of curiosity, but with great
admiration.

5 TFor it scemed to them like a dream, that a youth in
the flower of his age, of slight body, but renowned for
oreat exploits, after many victories over barbarian kings
and nations, having passed from city to cify with un-
paralleled speed, should now, by an accession of wealth
and power as rapid as the spread of fire, have become the
unresisted master of the world; and the will of God itselt
having given him the empire, should thus have obtalned
it without any injury to the state.
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§ 1. His first step was to give to Qeceundus Sallustius,
whom he promoted to be prefect of the pratorinm, being
well assured of his loyalty, & commission to conduet some
important investigations, joining with him as colleagues
Mamertinus, Arbetio, Agilo, and Nevitta, and also Jovinus,
whom he had recently promoted to the command of the
cavalry in lllyricum.

2. They all went to Chalcedon, and in the presence of
the chiefs and tribunes, the Jovian and Herculian legions,
they tried several causes with too much rigour, though
there were some in which it was undeniable that the
scoused were really guilfy.

3. They banished Palladius, the master of the ceremonies,
to Britain, though there was but a suspicion that he had
prejudiced Clonstantius against Gallus, while he was master
of the ceremonies under that prince as Cesar.

4. They banished Taurus, who had been prefect of the
preetorium, to Vercelli, who, to all persons capable of dis-
tinguishing between right and wrong, will appear very
excusable in respect 10 the act for which he was con-
demned. For his offence was only that, fearing a violent
disturbance which had arisen, he fled to the protection of
his prince. And the treatment inflicted on him conld not
be read without great horrot, when the preamble of the
public accusation began thus .__«Tn the consulship of
Taurus and Florentius, Taurus being brought before the
criers—"

5. Pentadius also was destined for a similar sentence ;
the charge against him being that, having been sent on
5 mission by Constantius, he had made notes of the replies
given by (iallnus when he was examined on several sub-
jects before he was put to death. But as he defended
himself with justice, he was at last discharged.

6. With similar iniquity, Florentins, at that time master
of the ceremonies, the son of Nigrinianus, was banished to
Box, an island on the coast of Dalmatia. The other
Florentius, who had been prefect of the preetorinm, and
was then consul, being alarmed at the sudden change in
the aspect of affairs, in order to save himself from danger,
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hid himself and his wife for some time, and never returned
during Julian’s life; still he was, though absent, con-
demned to death.

7. In the same way, Evagrius, the comptroller of the
private demesnes of the emperor, and Safurninus, late
superintendent of the palace, and Cyrinus, late secretary,
were all banished. But Justice herself seems to have
mourned over the death of Ursulus, the treasurer, and
to accuse Julian of ingratitude to him. For when, as
Caosar, he was sent to the west, with the intent that he
was to be kept in great poverty, and without any power of
making presents to any of his soldiers, in order to make
" themn less inclined to favour any enterprise which he
might conceive, this same Ursulus gave him letters to
the superintendent of the Gallic treasury, desiring him
to give the Ceesar whatever he might require.

8. After his death, Julian, fecling that he was exposed
to general reproach and execration, thinking that an un-
pardonable crime could be excused, affirmed that the man
had been put to death without his being aware of i,
pretending that he had been massacred by the fury of the
soldiers, who recollected what he had said (as we men-
tioned before) when he saw the destruction of Amida.

9. And therefore it seemed to be through fear, or else
from a want of understanding what was proper, that he
appointed Arbetio, a man always vacillating and arrogant,
to preside over these investigations, with others of the
chief officers of the legions present for the look of the
thing, when he knew that he had been one of the chief
enemies to his safety, as was natural in one who had borne
a distinguished shave in the successes of the civil war.

10.. And though these transactions which I have men-
tioned vexed those who wished him well, those which
came afterwards were carried out with a proper vigour
and severity.

11. It was only a deserved destiny which befel Apode-
mius, who had been the chief steward, and whose cruel
machinations with respect to-the deaths of Silvanus and
Gallus we have already mentioned, and Paulus, the secre-
tary, surnamed ¢ The Chain,” men who are never spoken

of without general horror, and who were now sentenced fo
be burnt alive,.
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12. They also sentenced 10 death Fusebius, the chief
chamberlain of Constantius, a man equally full of am-
bition and cruelty, who from the lowest rank had been
raised so high as even almost to lord it over the emperor,
and who had thus become wholly intolerable; and whom
Nemesis, who beholds 211 human affairs, having often, as
the saying 18, plucked him by the ear, and warned to con-
duct himself with more moderation, now, in spite of his
struggles, hurled headlong from his high position.

Iv.

§ 1. AFTER this Julian directed his whole favour and affec-
tion to people of every description about the palace ; not
acting in this like a philosopher anxious for the discovery
of truth.

9 Tor he might have been praised if he had re-
tained a few who were moderate in their disposition, and
of proved honesty and respectability. We must, indeed,
confess that the greater part of them had nourished as 1t
were such a seed-bed of all vices, which they spread abroad
so ag to infect the whole republic with evil desires, and
did even more injury by their example than by the im-
punity which they granted to crimes.

3. Some of them had been fod on the spoils of temples,
had smelt out gain on every occasion, and having raised
themselves from the lowest poverty to vast riches, had set
no bounds to their bribery, their plunder, or their ex-
travagance, being at all times accustomed to seize what
belonged to others.

4 From which habit the beginnings of licentious life
sprang up, with perjuries, contempt of public opinion, and
an 1lnsane arrogance, sacrificing good faith to infamous
gains. | -

5. Among which vices, debauchery and unrestrained
gluttony grew to a head, and costly banquets superseded
friumphs for victories. The common Use€ of silken robes

revailed, the textile arts were encouraged, and above
2]l was the anxious care about the kitchen. Vast spaces
were sought out for ostentations houses, so vast that if the

consul Cincinnatus had possessed as much land, he would
have lost the glory of poverty after his dictatorship.
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6. To these shameful vices was added the loss of mili-
tary discipline ; the soldier practised songs instead of his
battle-cry, and a stone would no longer serve him for a
bed, as formerly, but he wanted feathers and yielding
mattresses, and goblets heavier than his sword, for he was
now ashamed to drink out of earthenware; and he
vequired marble houses, though it is recorded in ancient
histories that a Spartan soldier was severely punished for
venturing to appear under a roof at all during a campaign.

7. But now the soldier was fierce and rapacious towards
his own countrymen, buf towards the enemy he was
inactive and timid, by courting different parties, and mn
times of peace he had acquired riches, and was now a
judge of gold and precious stones, in a Taanner wholly
contrary to the recollection of very recent times.

8 For it is well known that when, in the time of the
(esar Maximian, the camp of the king of Persia was plun-
dered; a common soldier, after finding a Persian bag full
of pearls, threw the gems away in ignorance of their value,
and went away contented with the mere beauty of his
bit of dressed leather.

9. In those days it also happened that a barber who had
been sent for to cut the emperor’s hair, came handsomely
dressed ; and when Julian saw him, he was amazed, and
said, I did not send for a superintendent, but for a
barber”” And when he was asked what he made by his
business, he answered that he every day made enough to
keep twenty persons, and as many horses, and also a large
annual income, besides many sources of accidental gain.

10. And Julian, angry at this, expelled all the men of
this trade, and the cooks, and all who made similar profits,
as of no use to him, telling them, however, to go where
they pleased.

V.

§ 1. Axp although from his carliest childhood he was in-
clined to the worship of the gods,! and gradually, as he
grew up, became more attached to it, yet he was influenced
by many apprehensions which made him act in things
relating to that subject as secretly as he could.

I Ammianus uses the phrase sorship of the gods,” in OppUSiHOH
tc Christianity.
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