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be summoned. And when they had come to Milan, and
had shown by proofs which secmed correct, though these
were false, that they had been falsely accused, they were
acquitted, and returned home. Valentinian was still
alive, when after these events which we have related,
Remigius also retired from public life, and afterwards
hanged himself, as we shall relate in the proper plaoce.
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1. Theodorus, the secrefary, aims at the imperial authority, and being
accused of treason hefore Valens at Antioch, and convicted, is
executed, with many of his accomplices.—IL In the East many
persons are informed against as guilty of poisoning and other
crimes ; and being condemned (some rightly, some wrongfully),
are executed.—I11, In the West many instances occur of the ferocity
and insane cruelty of the emperor Valentinian.—IV. Valentinian
crosses the Rhine on a bridge of boats, but, through the fault of &
soldier, fails in an attempt to surprise Macrianus, the king of the
Allemanni.—V. Theodosius, the commander of the cavalry in
Gaul, in several battles defeats Formus Maorus, the son of
Nubelis Regulus, who had revolted from Valentinian; and, after
having driven him to kill himself, restores peace to Africa.—
VI The Quadi, being provoked by the wicked murder of their
king Galerius, in conjunction with the Sarmatians, lay waste both
the Pannonias and Valeria with fire and sword, and destroy almost
the whole of two legions—A Jissertation on the city prefecture of

Claudius,
L

A.D, 371,

§ 1. At the conclusion of the winter, Sapor, king of Persia,
being full of cruelty and arrogance from the confidence
engendered by lis former battles, having completed his
army to its full number, and greatly strengthened 1t, sent
out o force of cuirassiers archers, and mercenary {roops,
to make an invasion of our territories.

"2, Against this force, Count Trajan and Vadomarius, the

ex-king of the Allemarmi, advanced with a mighty army,
having been enjoined by the emperor o remember his

orders to act on the defensive rather than on the offensive
a,gainst the Persians..
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3. When they arrived at Vagabanta, a place well suited
for the manceuvres of the legions, they supported against
their will a rapid charge which was made upon them by
the squadrons of the enemy, and retreated with the design
not to be the fitst to slay any of the hostile soldiers, and
not to be looked upon as guilty of having broken the treaty.
At last, under the pressure of extreme necessity, they came
to an engagement with the barbarians, and after having
slain a great number of them, were victorious,

4. During the cessation of regular operations which
ensued, several slight skirmishes occurred through the
impatience of both armies, which ended with different
results; and at last the summer- ended, and a truce was
agreed to by common consent, and the two armies se-
parated, though the generals were violently inflamed
against each other. The king of Parthia, intending to
pass the winter at Ctesiphon, returned to his own home,
and the Roman emperor went to Antioch; and while he
tarried there, in complete security from foreign enemies,
he had very nearly perished through domestic treachery,
as shall be related in the coming narrative. |

5. A certain Procopius, a restless man, at all times
covetous and fond of disturbances, had persuaded Anato-
lius and Spudasius, officers about the palace, who had
been ordered to restore what they had appropriated from
the treasury, to bring a plot against the Count Fortuna-
tianus, who was especially obnoxious as being represented
to be the principal demander of this restitution. He,
being a man of naturally harsh temper, was thereupon
inflamed almost to insanity, and exercising the authority
of the office which he filled, he delivered up to trial before
the tribunal of the prefect a person of the lowest birth,.
named Palladius, for being a poisoner in the train of
Anatolius and Spudasius; Helidorus, also an interpreter
of the Fates from the events which happened at any omne’s
birth; with the intent that they should be compelled by
torture to relate all that they knew. |

6. And when they came with rigid scrutiny to inquire
into what had been done or attempted, Palladius boldly"
exclaimed, that the matters now under investigation were
trivial, and such as Im'ghf: well be passed over: that hLe
bimself, if he might be allowed to speak, could tring
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forward some circumstances both formidable and more
jmportant, which, having been prepared with great exer-
tion, would throw everything into confusion, if they
were not provided against beforehand. Being ordered
to explain without fear all he knew, he made a deposition
at great length, affirming that Fidustius the president, and
Pergamius and Irenwus, had secretly learnt, by the detest-
able arts of magic, the name of the person who should
become emperor after Valens. |

7. Fidustius was at once arrested (for he happened by
chance be on the spot), and being brought secretly before
the emperor, when confronted with the informer, he did
not attempt by any denial to throw a doubt on what was
already revealed, but laid open the whole of this wretched
plot; confessing in plain words, that he himself, with
Hilarius and Patricius, men skilled in the art of sooth-
saying, of whom Hilarius had filled high offices in the
palace, had held consultations about the future possessors
of the empire ; that by secret arts they had searched into the
Tates, which had revealed to them the name of an excellent
emperor, admonishing them at the same time that a mise-
rable end awaited the investigators of these omens.” ‘

8. And while they were hesitating, unable to decide
who at that moment was superior to all other men in
vigour of mind, Theodorus appeared to excel all the
rest, a man who had already arrived at the second class of
cecretaries. And in truth he deserved the opinion which
they entertained of him; for he was descended from an
ancient and illustrious family in Gaul; he had been
liberally educated from his earliest childhood; he was
eminent for modesty, prudence, humanity, courtesy, and
literature. He always appeared superior to the post or
place which he was filling. and was equally popular
among high and low, and he was nearly the only man
whose tongue was never unbridled, but who always re-
flected on what he was going to say, yeb without ever

being restrained by any fear of danger.
9. Fidustius, who had been tortured so severely that he

was at the point of death, added further, that all that

1 For an account of this incantation, see Gibbon, Bohn's edition,
vol. iii., p. 75, note.
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he had now stated he had communicated to Theodorus by
the intervention of Hucerius, a man of great literary
‘accomplishments, and of very high reputation ; indeed, he
had a little time before governed Asia with the title of
proprefect.

¢ 10. Euceerius was now thrown into prison; and when
a report of all that had taken place was, as usual, laid
before the emperor, his amazing ferocity burst out more
unrestrainedly than ever, like a burning firebrand, being
fed by the base adulation of many persons, and especially
of Modestus, at that time prefect of the preeforium. -
© 11. He, being every day alarmed at the prospect of a
successor, addressed himself to the task of conciliating
Valens, who was of a rustic and rather simple character,
by tickling him with all kinds of disguised flattery and
caresses, calling his uncouth language and rude expres-
sions ¢ flowers of Uiceronian eloquence.” Indeed, to raise
his vanity higher, he would have promised to raise hi
ap to the stars if he had desired it.

"12. So Theodorus also was ordered to be arrested with
all speed at Constantinople, to which city he had repaired
on some private business, and to be brought to the court.
And while he was on his way back, in consequence of
yarious informations and trials which were carried on
day and night, numbers of people were dragged away
from the most widely separated countries—men eminent
for their birth and high authority.

13. The public prisons, being now completely filled,
could no longer contain the crowds which were confined.
in them, while private bouses were equally crammed to
suffocation, for nearly every one was a prisoner, and every
man shuddered to think when it might be his turn or
that of his nearest relations. \

14. At last Theodorus himself arrived, in deep mourn-
ing, and half dead through fear. And while he was kept
concealed in some obscure place in the vicinity, and all
things were being got ready for his intended examina~
tion, the trumpet of civil discord suddenly sounded.
~ 15. And because that man who knowingly passes over
facts appears to be an equally anfaithful historian with

him who invents circumstances wWhich never happened,
we do not deny (what, in fact, is quite undoubted) that the
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safety of Valens had often before been attacked by secre
machinations, and was now in the greatest possible danger.
And that a sword, as one may say, was presented to his
throat by the officers of the army, and only averted by
Fate, which was reserving him for lamentable misfortunes
in Thrace. _ | '
16. For one day as he was taking a gentle nap in the
afternoon, in a shady spot between Antioch and Seleucia,
he was attacked by Sallust, at that time an officer of the
Scutaril ; and on various other occasions he was. plotted
‘against by many other persons, from whose treacherous
designs he only escaped because the precise moment of
his death had been determined at his birth by Destiny.
" 17. As sometimes happened in the times of the eIm-
perors Commodus and Severus, whose safety was con-
tinnally assailed with extreme violence, so that after many
various dangers at the hands of their countrymen, the one
was dangerously - wounded by a dagger in the amphi-
theatre, as he entered it for the purpose of witnessing
 an entertainment, by a senator named (Juintianus, a man
of wicked ambition. The other, when extremely old, was
assailed as he was lying in his bed-chamber, by a cen-
turion of the name of Saturninus, who was instigated to
the -act by Plautian the prefect, and would have been
killed if his youthful son had not come to his assistance.
18, Valens, therefors, was to be excused for taking
every precaution to defend his life, which traitors were
endeavouring to take. But it was an unpardonable fault in
him that, through tyrannical pride, he, with haste and with
inconsiderate and malicious persecution, inflicted the same
severities on the innocent as on the guilty, making no
distinetion between their deserts; so that while the judges
were still doubting about their guilt, the emperor had
made up his mind about their punishment, and men learnt
that they were -condemned before they knew that they
were suspected.
~19. But his obstinate resolution was strengthened since
it. received a spur from his own avarice, and that also of
+those who at that time were about the palace, and weré
constantly -seeking new sources of gain; while if on any
rare occasion any mention was made of humanity, they
styled it slackness; and by their bloodthirsty flatteries
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orverted the resolution of a man who bore men’s lives
on the tip of his tongue, guiding it in the worst direction,
and assailing everything with unseemly confusion, while
seeking to accomplish the total ruin of the most opulent
houses.

20. For Valens was a man who was especially expased
and open to the approaches of treacherous advisers, being
tainted with two vices of a most mischievous character:
one, that when he was ashamed of being angry, that very
shame only rendered him the more intolerably furious;
and secondly, that the stories which, with the easiness of
access of a private individual, he heard in secret whispers,
he took at once to be true and certain, because his haughty
idea of the imperial dignity did not permit him to examine
whether they were true or not.

91. The consequence was that, under an appearance of
clemency, numbers of innocent men were driven from their
homes, and sent into exile: and their property was con-
fiscated to the public treasury, and then seized by himself
for his private uses; so that the owners, after their con- -
demnation, had no means of subsistence but such as they
could beg; and were worn out with the distresses of the
most miserable poverty. For fear of which that wise old
poet Theognis advises a man to rush even into the sea.!

29. And even if any one should grant that these sen-
tences were in some instances right, yet it surely was an
odious severity; and from this conduct of his it was re-
marked that the maxim was sound which says, ¢ that
{here is no sentence more cruel than that which, while
seeming to spare, is still harsh.”

93, Therefore all the chief magistrates and the prefect
5f the praestorium, to whom the conduct of these investfiga-
-jons was committed, having been assembled together, the

1 The lines of Theognis are—
' < YAy8p° yabiy wevin rdvTwy Sduynet pEAMET
Kal yhpws woliod, Kipve, kal fimidAov
“Hy 3% xph pelyovra ral €s peyarfTea wovTov
‘Plwrew, ral werpiy Kipve, kot IaiBdrwv.”

Which may be thus translated :—
« Want crushes a brave man far worse than age,
O Cyrnus! or than fever's flery rage;
Flee, should thy flight beneath the greedy wave, .
Or from steep rocks but ope a milder grave.”
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racks were got ready, and the weights, and lead, and
scourges, and other engines of torture. And all places re-
sounded with the horrors of the cruel voice of the execu-
tioners, and the cries uttered amid the clanking of chains:
« Hold him !” ¢ Shut him up!” * Squeeze him!” ¢ Hide
him !” and other yells uitered by the ministers of those
hateful duties. :

24, And since we saw numbers condemned to death after
having endured cruel forture, everything being thrown
into complete confusion as if in perfect darkness, because
the complete recollection of everything which then took
place has in some degree escaped me, 1 will mention
briefly what I do remember. |

25. Among the first who were summoned before the
bench, was Pergamius, who, as we have already mentioned,
was betrayed by Palladius, who accused him of having
arrived at a foreknowledge of certain events through
wicked incantations. As he was a man of exceeding elo-
quence, and very likely to say dangerous things, and after
some very trivial interrogatories had been put to him,
seeing that the judges were hesitating what questions to
put first and what last, he began himself to harangue them
boldly, and shouting out the names with a loud voice and
without any cessation, he named several thousand persons
as accomplices with himself, demanding that people should
be brought forward to be accused of great crimes from
every part of the empire, up to the very shores of the great
Atlantic. The task that he thus seemed to be putting
together for them was too arduous ; so they comdemned
him to death; and afterwards put whole troops of others to
death, till they came to the case of Theodorus, which
was regarded, after the manuner of the Olympian games, as
a crowning of the whole.

96. The same day, among other circumstances, this
melancholy event took place, that Salia, who a little while
before had been the chief treasurer in Thrace, when he
was about to be brought out of his prison to have his cause
heard, and was putting on his shoes, as if suddenly over-
whelmed by the dread of his impending destruction, died
in the hands of his gaolers.

97. So when the court was opened, and when the judges
exhibited the decrees of the law, though, in accordance
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