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BOOK IX

MACEDONIAN AFFAIRS

I. From “ Tur EMBAsSIES ¥

Tue Romans paid no attention to Philip, the Mace-
donian, when he began war against them. They
were so busy about other things that they did not
even think of him, for Italy was still scourged by
Hannibal, the Carthaginian general, and they had
large armies in Africa, Carthage, and Spain, and
were restoring order in Sicily. Philip himself, 2.
moved by a desire of enlarging his dominions,
although he had suffered nothing whatever at the
hands of the Romans, sent an embassy, the chief of
which was Xenophanes, to Hannibal in Italy,
promising to aid him in Italy if he would consent to
assist him in the subjugation of Greece. Hannibal
agreed to this arrangement and took an oath to
support it, and sent an embassy in return to receive
the oath of Philip. A Roman trireme intercepted
the ambassadors of both on their return and carried
them to Rome. Thereupon Philip in his anger
attacked Coreyra, which was in alliance with Rome.
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II. From THE VaticaN MSS. orF CarpiNarL Mar

Tue Sibylline books induced the Romans to make
war against Philip by these lines: “ The Macedon-
ians boast their descent from Argive kings. Philip
will be the arbiter of weal or woe to you. The elder
of that name shall give rulers to cities and peoples,
but the younger shall lose every honour, and shall
die here, conquered by men of the west.”

11I. From “Tur Embassigs”

1. Ampassapors from Ptolemy, king of Egypt, and
with them others from Chios and Mitylene, and from
Amynander, king of the Athamanes, assembled at
two different times at the place where the Aetolians
were accustomed to call their cities together for
consultation, to compose the differences between the
Romans, the Aetolians, and Philip. But as Sulpicius
said that it was not in his power to conclude peace,
and wrote privately to the Senate that it was for the
advantage of the Romans that the Aetolians should
continue the war against Philip, the Senate forbade
the treaty and sent 10,000 foot and 1000 horse to
assist the Aetolians. With their help the Aetolians
toolk Ambracia, which Philip recovered, not long
afterward, on their departure. Again the ambassa-
dors assembled and said openly and repeatedly that
Philip and the Aectolians, by their differences, were
subjecting the Greeks to servitude to the Romans,
because they were accustoming the latter to make
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frequent attempts upon Greece. When Sulpicius 2.
rose to reply to them the crowd would not hear him,
but shouted that the ambassadors had spoken well.

2. Finally the Aetolians took the initiative and 203
made peace with Philip by themselves without the
Romans, and ambassadors were sent to Rome by
Philip himself and by the commander of the Roman
forces in order to come to an agreement. Peace was
made between them on the condition that neither
party should do any injury to the friends of the
other. This was the result of the first trial of
strength between them, and neither of them
believed that the treaty was a secure one, or based
on goodwill. |

IV. FroM THE SAME

Not long afterward Philip, having ordered a fleet 200
to be prepared by his maritime subjects, took Samos
and Chios and devastated a part of the territory of
King Attalus. He even assailed Pergamus itself,
not sparing temples or sepulchres. He also ravaged
the Mainland of the Rhodians, who had been
promoters of the treaty of peace. With another
part of his army he ravaged Attica and laid siege to
Athens, on the ground that none of these countries
concerned the Romans. It was reported also that a
league had been made between Philip and Antiochus,
king of Syria, to the eflect that Philip should help
Antiochus to conquer Egypt and Cyprus, of which
Ptolemy IV., surnamed Philopator,! who was still a
boy, was the ruler ; and that Antiochus should help
Philip to gain Cyrene, the Cyclades islands, and Ionia.

1 This should be Ptolemy V., surnamed Epiphanes, the son
of Ptolemy Philopator. The latter died in B.c. 203.
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