BOOK XXXII

1. Tmis year Comanus and his brother arrived ‘at Rome on
their mission from the younger Ptolemy, and .. 167,  The
Menyllus of Alabanda from the elder. Their sonate break
interview with the Senate was the occasion of off relations
many mutual recriminations expressed with great PET”h Prolemy
. ) ilometor, and
bitterness ; and when Titus Torquatus and encourage
Gnaeus Merula gave evidence in favour of the Ptolemy Physcon
younger king, and supported him with great ™ h(‘:S Clr"tll;“ on
carnestness, the Senate voted that Menyllus YRR
and his colleagues should leave Rome within five days, and
that the treaty of alliance with the elder Ptolemy should be
annulled ; but that they should send envoys to the younger
to inform him of the decree of the Senate. Publius Apustius
and Gaius Lentulus were appointed to this service, who
immediately sailed to Cyrene, and with great despatch an-
nounced to Physcon the decree of the Senate. Greatly
elated by this, Ptolemy began collecting mercenaries, and
devoted his whole attention and energies to the acquisition of
Cyprus. This was what was going on in Italy. . . .

2. Not long before this period Massanissa resolved to try
his strength with the Carthaginians. Ie saw
how numerous the cities built along the lesser Sec%itc‘{’z%tifir a
Syrtis were, and noticed the excellence of the =~ Punic wars
district which they call Emporia, and he had Massanissa
long been casting an envious eye upon the C;ﬁzts?;éyo?"
revenues which those places produced. e Carthaginian
quickly possessed himself of the open part of temitory. Both
the country, because the Carthaginians were 145 refer to

A . Rome,
always averse from service in the field, and were
at that time completely enervated by the long peace. But he
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was unable to get possession of the towns, because they were
carefully guarded by the Carthaginians. Both parties then re-
ferring their case to the Roman Senate, and frequent embassies
coming to Rome from both sides, it always happened that
and the Romans the Carthaginians got the worst of it in the
invariably sup- judgment of the Romans, not on the merits
port Massanissa. of the case, but because the judges were con-
vinced that such a decision was in their interests. For instance,
not many years before this Massanissa was him-
selfat the head of an army in pursuit of Aphther,
who had revolted from him, and asked per-
mission of the Carthaginians to go through this territory, which
they refused on the ground that it had nothing to do with him,
Owing, however, to the decisions given at Rome during this
period, the Carthaginians were put into such difficulties that
they not only lost the cities and territory, but had to pay
besides five hundred talents as mesne profits from the district.
And this was the origin of the present controversy.! . . .
8. Prusias sent envoys to Rome with some Gauls to accuse
Further com- Eumenes ; and Eumenes in his turn sent his
plaints against brother Attalus to rebut the accusations. Aria-
PE“‘_neneS PY rathes sent a present of ten thousand gold
rusias and the . .
Gauls. Ses Dieces, and envoys to inform the Senate of the
31, 4, reception given to Tiberius Gracchus; and
BC. 161 geperally to ask for their commands, and to
asstire them that he would do anything they told him. . . .
4. When Menochares arrived in Antioch to visit Demetrius,
Demetrius in.  20d informed the king? of the conversation he
emetrius in- . .. . .
duces Tiberius had had with the commission under Tiberius
Gracchus to  Gracchus in Cappadocia, the king, thinking it a
Sal“‘if. him as  matter of the most urgent necessity to get these
ing. N J
men on his side as much as he could, devoted
himself, to the exclusion of every other business, to sending

B.C. 193, CP.
Livy, 34, 62.

1 A more detailed statement of the controversies between Carthage and
Massanissa, fostered and encouraged by the Romans, is found in Appian,
Res Punicae, 67 sq.

2 Demetrius was now king. On his escape from Rome, described in bk. 31,
chs, 20-23, he had met with a ready reception n Syria, had seized the sovereign

power, and put the young Antiochus and his minister Lysias to death ; this was
in B.C. 162. Appian, Syréac. ch. 47,
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messages to them, first to Pamphylia, and then to Rhodes,
undertaking to do everything the Romans wished ; till at last
he extracted their acknowledgment of him as king. The fact
was that Tiberius was very favourably disposed to him ; and,
accordingly, materially contributed to the success of his
attempt, and to his acquisition of the royal guenders the
power. Demetrius took advantage of this to  murderer of
send envoys to Rome, taking with them a  Octavius
complimentary crown, the murderer of Gnaeus Octavius, and
with them Isocrates the critic, . . .

5. At this time came ambassadors from Ariarathes, bringing
a complimentary present of ten thousand gold
pieces, and announcing the king’s faithful attach-
ment to Rome; and of this they appealed to
Tiberius and his colleagues as witnesses. Tiberius and his
colleagues confirmed their statements: whereupon the Senate
accepted the present with warm thanks, and sent back
in return presents, which with them are the most honour-
able they can give—a sceptre and ivory chair. These
ambassadors were dismissed at once by the Senate before the
winter. But after them arrived Attalus when the o
new Consuls had already entered on their office ; Aﬁfgj Z‘fﬁ;ligl
as well as the Gauls who had accusations against p.c, 160, Coss.
him, and whom Prusias had sent, with as many L. Anicius Gallus,
more from Asia. After giving all a hearing, I\%a?;égims
the Senate not only acquitted Attalus of all )
blame, but dismissed him with additional marks of their favour
and kindness: for their friendship for and active support of
Attalus was in the same proportion as their hostility and
opposition to king Eumenes. . . .

6. The ambassadors with Menochares arrived in Rome from
Demetrius, bringing the present of ten thousand Reception of the
gold pieces, as well as the man who had assassin- ambassadors of
ated Gnaeus Octavius. The Senate was for along ~ Demetrius.
time doubtful what to do about these matters. Finally they re-
ceived the ambassadors and accepted the present, but declined
to receive the men who were thus brought prisoners. Vet

Demetrius had sent not only Leptines, the actual assassin of
Octavius, but Isocrates as well. The latter was a grammarian
VOL. 1 T 26

Ambassadors
from Ariarathes,
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and public lecturer ; but being by nature garrulous, boastful,
and conceited, he gave offence even to the
Greeks, Alcaeus and his friends being accus-
tomed to direct their wit against him and hold
him up to ridicule in their scholastic discussions.! When he
arrived in Syria, he displayed contempt for the
people of the country; and not content with
lecturing on his own subjects, he took to speak-
ing on politics, and maintained that ‘*Gnaeus Octavius had
been rightly served ; and that the other ambassadors ought to
be put to death also, that there might be no one left to report
the matter to the Romans; and so they might be taught to
give up sending haughty injunctions and exercising unlimited
power.” By such random talk he got into this trouble.
7. And there is a circumstance connected with both these
men that is worth recording. After assassinating
Gnaeus, Leptines immediately went openly about
Laodicea, asserting that what he had done was
just, and that it had been effected in accordance with the will
of the gods. And when Demetrius took possession of the
government, he went to the king exhorting him to have no
fear about the murder of Gnaeus, nor to adopt any measures
of severity against the Laodiceans; for that he would himself
go to Rome and convince the Senate that he had done this
deed in accordance with the will of the gods. And finally,
thanks to his entire readiness and even eagerness to go, he
was taken without chains or a guard. But directly Isocrates
Extraordinary found himself included under this charge, he
conduct of  went entirely beside himself with terror; and,
Isocrates.  after the collar and chain were put on his neck,

he would rarely touch food, and completely neglected all
care of his body. He accordingly arrived at Rome a truly
astonishing spectacle, sufficient to convince us that nothing
can be more f{rightful than a man, in body and soul alike,
when once divested of his humanity. His aspect was

Previous career
of Isocrates,

His conduct in
Syria,

The boldness of
Leptines.

1 ¢y rals gvykpioesw. But it is very doubtful what the exact meaning of this
word is. Alcaeus seems to be the Epicurean philosopher who, among others,

was expelled from Rome in B.C. 171. See Athenaeus, xii. 547, who however
calls him Alcios. See also Aelian, V., Hist. 9, 12.
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beyond all measure terrifying and savage, as might be ex-
pected in a man who had neither washed the dirt from
his body, nor pared his nails, nor cut his hair, for a year.
The wild glare and rolling of his eyes also showed such inward
horror, that any one who saw him would have rather approached
any animal in the world than him. Leptines, on the contrary,
maintained his original view : was ready to appear before the
Senate ; owned plainly to all who conversed with him what he
had done ; and asserted that he would meet with no severity
at the hands of the Romans. And eventually his expecta-
tion was fully justified. For the Senate, from The Senate
the idea, I believe, that, if it received and decide to keep the
punished the guilty men, the populace would duestion of the
consider that full satisfaction had been taken W 4eF opem
for the murder, refused almost outright to receive them ; and
thus kept the charge in reserve, that they might have the power
of using the accusation whenever they chose. They therefore
confined their answer to Demetrius to these words : * He shall
find all favour at our hands, if he satisfy the Senate in accord-
ance with the obedience which he owed to it before.” . .

There came also ambassadors from the Achaeans, headed
by Xenon and Telecles, in behalf of their accused
compatriots, and especially in behalf of Polybius I;?gﬁiezscﬁﬁsajiy
and Stratius ; forlapse of time had now brought behalf of Polybius
an end to the majority, or at any rate to those and the other
of any note. The ambassadors came with AChzein fggenus’
instructions couched in a tone of simple en- R
treaty, in order to avoid anything like a contest with the Senate.
But when they had been admitted and delivered their commis-
sion in proper terms, even this humble tone failed to gain their
end, and the Senate voted to abide by their resolve, . . .

8. The strongest and most honourable proof of the integrity
of Lucius Aemilius Paulus was made public
after his death. For the character which heﬂi?f?ﬂﬁﬁ%fﬁy
enjoyed while alive was found to be justified at  Pauias at his
his death, than which there can be no clearer death is a proof of

: : ;o his disinterested-

proof of virtue. No one of his contemporaries

X ness.
brought home more gold from Iberia than he; no
one captured such enormous treasures as he did in Macedonia ;
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and yet, though in both these countries he had the most un-
limited authority, he left so small a private fortune, that his
sons could not pay his wife’s jointure wholly from the sale of
his personalty, and were obliged to sell some of his real estate
also to do so, a fact of which I have already
spoken in some detail. This forces us to ac-
knowledge that the fame of the men who have been admired
in Greece in this respect suffers by a comparison. For if to
abstain from appropriating money, entrusted to a man for the
benefit of the depositor, deserves our admiration,~—as is said
to have happened in the case of the Athenian Aristeides and
the Theban Epaminondas,—how much more admirable is it
for 2 man to have been master of a whole kingdom, with
absolute authority to do with it as he chose, and yet to have
coveted nothing in it! And if what I say appears incredible
Polybius has the tO ANY of my readers, let them consider that the
fear of Roman present writer was fully aware that Romans, more
critics before his than any other people, would take his books into
eyes. their hands-—because the most splendid and
numerous achievements recorded therein belong to them; and
that with them the truth about the facts could not pos-
sibly be unknown, nor the author of a falschood expect any
indulgence. No one then would voluntarily expose himself to
certain disbelief and contempt. And let this be kept in mind
throughout the whole course of my work, when I seem to be
making a startling assertion about the Romans.

9. As the course of my narrative and the events of the
The origin of the time have drawn our attention to this family, I
friendship between wish to carry out fully, for the sake of students,
Scipio Aemilianus what was left as a mere promise in my previous

and Polybius, .

book. I promised then that I would relate
the origin and manner of the rise and unusually early glory of
Scipio’s reputation in Rome ; and also how it came about that
Polybius became so attached to and intimate with him, that the
fame of their friendship and constant companionship was not
merely confined to Italy and Greece, but became known to
more remote nations also. We have already shown that the

acquaintance hegan in a loan of some books and the conversa-
tion about them. But as the intimacy went on, and the Achaean

See 18, 35.
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detenus were being distributed among the various cities, Fabius
and Scipio, the sons of Lucius Aemilius Paulus,! exerted all
their influence with the praetor that Polybius might be allowed
to remain in Rome. This was granted : and the intimacy was
becoming more and more close, when the young Seipio
following incident occurred. One day, when opens his heart to
they were all three coming out of the house of  Folybius.
Fabius, it happened that Fabius left them to go to the Forum,
and that Polybius went in another direction with Scipio. As
they were walking along, in a quiet and subdued voice, and
with the blood mounting to his cheeks, Scipio said, “ Why is
it, Polybius, that though I and my brother eat at the same
table, you address all your conversation and all your questions
and explanations to him, and pass me over altogether? Of
course you too have the same opinion of me as I hear the rest
of the city has. TFor I am considered by everybody, I hear,
to be a mild effete person, and far removed from the true
Roman character and ways, because I don’t care for pleading in
the law courts. And they say that the family I come of requires
a different kind of representative, and not the sort that I am.
That is what annoys me most.”

10. Polybius was taken aback by the opening words of
the young man’s speech (for he was only
just eighteen), and said, “In heaven’s name,
Scipio, don’t say such things, or take into
your head such an idea. It is not from any want of apprecia-
tion of you, or any intention of slighting you, that I have acted
as I have done: far from it! It is merely that, your brother
being the elder, I begin and end my remarks with him, and
address my explanations and counsels to him, in the belief
that you share the same opinions. However, I am delighted
to hear you say now that you appear to yourself to be some-
what less spirited than is becoming to members of your family :
for you show by this that you have a really high spirit, and I
should gladly devote myself to helping you to speak or act in
any way worthy of your ancestors. As for learning, to which
I see you and your brother devoting yourselves at present with

50 much earnestness and zeal, you will find plenty of peeple

1 See note on p. 456.

Scipio Aemilianus,
b. B.C. 183,
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