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F a 8. CCXV.

An Dak and a MillolD,

Here happen'd a Controverfie betwixe an 0ak and a

Willow, upon the Subjeft of Strength, Conftancy,

and Patience, and which of the Two fhould have

the Preference. The Oak Upbraided che Willow, that

it was Weak and Wavering, and gave way to Every Blaft.

The Willw made no Other Reply, then that the next Tempeft

fhould Refolve Thar Queftion. “Some very litde while afrer This

Difpute, it Blew a Violent Scorm.  The Willow Ply'd, and gave

way to the Guft, and ftill recover'd ic lelf again, withaut recei-

ving any Damage : Burt the Oak was Stubborn, and chofe ra-
ther to Break then Bend.

The Mora L

A Stiff and a Stablorn Olftiracy, is wor fo muck Firmne(s, and Refolution;
ar Wilfulneft. A Wife and a Sccady Man, bends only in the Frofpelf of

Rifing again.
REFLEXION.

THERE are Many Cafes, and Many Scafons, whercin, Men muft ci-
ther Bend or Break : But Confcience, Honour, and Good Manncrs, arc hrft
jobe Confulted, When a Tree s Prefs'd with a firong Wind, the Branches
miy Yield, and yet the Root remain Firm.  But Dileretion is to Govern
us, where and when we may be Allow'd to Temporizz, and where and when
pot.  When Bending or Breaking is the Quecition, and Men have No Other
Chuice before them, then cither of Complying, or of being Undone ; 'tis
No Fafic Matter to Diftinguifh, Where, When, How, or to What Degree;
i Yicld to the Importumiey of the Oceafion, &r the Difficulty of the

Ee X Times:
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Times. It is a Certain Rule, “tis true (bur a General One) That No I/
is to ke doewe thart Good may come of it : Now the Point will be ar laft,
what’s Simply Good or Evil ; What in the Contemplation; and how far the
Intention, or the Probable Confequences of fuch, or fuch an Aion, may
Qualifie the Cale: Taking Tius Confideration along with us too, thar we
are under a Great Tempration to be Partial in favedr of our felves, in
the Matter of Eafe, Profir, or Safety.

The Firft Point to be Preferv’d Sacred, and from whence a Man is ne-
ver to Depart, though for the Saving of his Life, Liberty, Popular Credit,
or Eftate ; Thar Fiefl Point, I fay, 1s Confeience. Now All Duties are Mat.
ter of Confcience, tefpectively to the Subject that they are Exercis'd upon
Oaly with This Reftriction, thar a Superior Obligation Difcharges, or ar
leaft Sufpends the Force of -an Inferior : Asto fuch a Circumilanee for the
Purpofe, fuch a Degree, or fuch a Seafon. Now there are other Niceties
ailo, as of Honour, Decency, and Difcretion, Humanity, Modclty, Re-
{pet, &e. that border even upon the Indifpenfuble Tyes of Religion it felt;
and though they are Not Marrer of Confcience, Simply, and Apart, they
are yet {o Redultively, with a Regard to Other Confiderations : Thar is
to fay, though they are Not fo in the Abfiract, they Become fo by Affini-
ty and Connexion: And fuch Civil Matters they are, as fall withia che
Purlews of Religion. There are Tryals of Men, as well as Tryals of Trees,
Storms or Inundations arc the fame Thing to the One, that the Iniquity
of fuch or fuch an Age, or Conjun&ure, 1s to the Other. Now uis not
Courage but Stomack, that makes many People Break, rather then they will
Bend 5 cven though a Yielding upon that Pumride ( and with a Good
Confcience too) might perhaps have fav'd a State. Fraltures Undoubtedly
are Dangerous, where the Publick is to be Crufh’d under the Ruine : But
yet after All This Difcanting, and Meditying upon the Matter, there’s no
lefs Hazzard on the Yielding fide too, then thereis on the other.  Men may
be Stiff and Obftinate, upon a Wrong Ground, and Men may Ply, and
Truckle too, upon-as Falfe a Foundation. Qur Bodics may be forc’d, bur
our Minds Cannot ¢ So that Humane Frailty is No Excufe for 2 Criminal
Immorality. Where the Law of God and Nature Obliges me, the Plea of
Huomane Fraiity can Never Difcharge me. There’s as much. Difference be.
twixt Bending and Sinking, as there is betwix: Breaking and Bending.
There muft beno Contending with Infuperable Powers on the One Hand,
and no Departing {rom Indifpenfable Duties on the Other: Nor is ir the
Pare, cither of a Chriflian, or of a Man, to Abandon his Poft. Now the
Jult AMedium of This Cale lies betwixt the Pride, and the Abje@ion of the
Two Extreams. As the Willow, for the Purpofe, Bows, and Recovers, and
the Refignation is Crown’d and Rewarded in the Succefs, The Oak is Stub-
born, and Iuflexible, and the Punifbment of thac Sriffwefs, is One Branch
ot the Allegory of This Fable.
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Fas CCXVIi

A Fitherman and a Licde FFifh,

A S an Augler was at his Sport, he had the Hap to Draw up
a very Little Fifh from among the Fry. The Poor Wretch
begg’d heartily to be thrown in again; for, fays he, I'm not come
to my Growth yet, and if you'll ler me alone till I am Bigger,
Your Purchale will turn to a Better Account.  Well ! fays the
Man, but I'd rather have a Little Fifh in Pofleffion, then a Great
One in Reverfion,

The Mo x a L.

"Tis Wifdom to take what we May, while ’ris to be Had, even if it were
but for Mortality fake.

REFLEXION.

THERE’s no Parting with a Certainty for an Uncertainty, But This
Fable is abundantly MoraliZd Elfewhere.

‘Fas CCXVIL
An nt and 2 Graf{shopper,

S the dnts were Airing their Provifions One Winter, Up
comes a Hungty Grafshopper to "em, and begs a Charity.

They told him that he fhould have Wrought in Summer, if he

would not have Wanted in Winter. Well, fays the Grafshopper,
bur [ was not Idle neither; for I Sung out the Whole Seafon.
Nay then, faid they, You fhall ¢en do Well to make a Merry
Year on’t, and Dance in Wiater to the Tune that You Sung in
Summer,

The Mo&Rr A L.

4 Life of Sluth is the Life of a Brates but Aftion and Indufiry is the
Busnefs of a Great, a Wife, and a Goed Man.

R E-
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REFLEXION.

HERE'’s a Reproof to Men of Senfuality, and Pleafure. The Moral
Preaches Induftry, and Beats down Sloth ; and Shews that After-wit is No-:
thing Worth, It mailt be an Indufirious Youth thar provides againft the
Inconveniencies and Neccffities of Old Age: And he that Fools away the
One, muft either Beg or Starve in the Other.  Go 2o 2be Ane, thou Sluggardy
(fays the Wife Man) which in Few Words Sums up the Moral of This Fy-
ble. 'Tis Hard to fay of Lazincfs, or Luxury, whether it be the more Seaps
dalous, or the more Dangerous Evil.  The very Soul of the Slothful, does
EffcCtually but lie Drowzing in his Body, and the Whole Man is Torally
g1ven up ro his Senfcs: Whercas the Prefic and the Comfort of Induttry, i
Subftantial, Firm, and Laflings The Bleffings of Security and Plenty go
along with it, and it is never out of Seafon.  What’s the Grafshopper’s Entet-
tainment now, but 2 Summers Song > A Vain, and an Empty Pleafure ; Let
it be Underftood however, that we are not to Pafs Awvarice upon the
World under the Title of Good Hustandry, and Thrifr: and under That Co.
ver to Extinguifh Charizy by not Diftnibuting the Fruits of it. We ara
in the Firft Place, 1o Confult our Own Necefiities, bur we are Then to
Confider in the Second Place, that the Neceffities of our Neighbours have
a Chriftian Right to a Parc of what we have to Spare. For the Common
Offices of Humanity, are as mach Dutics of Self-Prefervation, as what Every
Individual Contribures to its OQwn Well Being,  Itis in fhorr, the Great Ip-
tereft and Obligation of Particatars, to advance the Good of the Commmnity,

The Strefs of This Moral lies upon the Preference of Honeft Labout 1o
ldlenefs 5 and the Refufal of Reliet on the One Hand, is intended only for
a Reproof to the Inconfiderate Lofs of Opportunity on the Other. Thais
does not hinder yet, bur that the 4nrs, out of their Abundance, oughr to
have Relievid the Grafshopper in her Diftrefs, though twas her Own Fayle
that Brought her to’t: For if One Man’s Faults could Difcharge Another
Man of his Duty, there would be no longer any Place lett for the Commen
Offices of Society, To Conclude, We have our Failings. Every Mothers
Child of us, and the Improvidence of my Neighbour muft not make me 1a-
humane. The Ant did well to Reprove the Grafshopper for her Slothfuinefs s
but the did Il then to refufe her a Charity in her Difrefs.

FAB
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F a 3. CCXVIlL

A Bull and 2 GOt

Bull that was Hard Prefs'd by a Lyon, ran dire&ly toward

a Goat-Stall, to Save Himfelf. The Goat made Good the
Door, and Head to Head Difputed the Paflage with him. Well !
fay the Bull, with Indignation, If Ihad not 2 more Dangerous
Enemy at my Hecls, then I have Before me, I {hould foon
Teach you the Difference betwixe the Force of a Bull, and of a
Goat.

The Mo&rat.

*Tis no Time to Stand Quarrelling with Every Little Follow, when Men
of Pawer are Purfuing us upon the Heel to the very Death.

REFLEXION.

IT is Matter of Prudence, and Neceliity ; for People in many Cafes tc
put up the Injurics of a Weaker Enemy, for fear of Incurring the Difplea-
fiure of a Stronger. Basdoix fancies the Bull ro be the Emblem of a Man
in Diftrefs, and the Goat Infulting over him; and Moralizes upon it after This
Manner. [7here's Nothing that a Courticr more Dreads and Abbors, thes »
Man in Difgrace ; and he is prefently made All the Fools and Knaves in Na-
ture upon’t : For He that's Unfortunate is Confequently Guilty of All manner
of Crimes.] He Applies This Charafter to thofe that Perfecute Widows
and Orphans, and Trample upon the Aflli¢ed; though not without fome
Violence Mecthinks, to the Genuine Intent of This Figure; for the Goar
was only Pafive s and his Busnefs was, without any Infolence, or Inju-
ftice, to Defend his Free Hold.

F a 8. CCXIX.

A Purfe and 2 WOIfe,

S a Wolfe was Hunting up and down for his Supper, he
pafsd by a Door where a Lictle Child was Bawling,

and an Old Woman Chiding it.  Leave your Vixen-Tricks, fays the
Woman, or Tll throw ye to the Wolfe.  The Wolfe Over-heard her,
and Waited a precy While, in hope the Woman would be as good
as her Word; bur No Child coming, away goes the Wolfe for
That Bout. He took his Walk the Same Way again toward the
Evening, and the Nurle he found had Chang’d her Note ; g;;
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{he was Then Muzzling, and Cokefing of it.  That’s & Good Dear,
fzys the, If the Wolfe comes for My Child, Well €en Beat bis Brains
oui. The Wolfe went Muttering away upon.  There’s No Med-
dling with People, fays he, that Say One Thing and Meaa
Another.

The MoR a L.

*Tis Fear more thew Love that makes Good Men, as well as Gasd Children,
ard when Fair Words, and Good Councel will mot Prevail upon ws, we
muft be Frighied into our Dazy.

REFLEXION

THE Heart and Tongue of a Woman are commonly a Greac way a fun-
der. And it may bear Another Moral : which is, that ’tis with Froward
Men, and Froward Fadtions too; as ’tis with Froward Children, They’ii
be fooner Quicted by Fear, and Rough Dealing, then by any Senfe of Dury
or Good Nature. There would be no Living in This World without
Penal Laws, and Conditions, And Do or Do wot, This or That at Your
Peril, is as Reafonable, and Neceffary in Families as it is in Governments,
It is a Truth Imprinted in the Hearts of All Mankind, that the Gidders,
Pillories, and the Whipping-Pofts make more Converts then the Pulpits
As the Child did more here for fear of the Wolfe, then for the Love of
the Nurfe,

Fas. CCXX
An €agle and a FLo2t0((e,

Tortoife was thinking with himfelf, how Irkfom a fors of

Life it was, to fpend All his Days in 2 Hole, with a
Houle upon his Head, when fo many Other Creatures had the
Liberty to Divert Themfelves in the Free, Frefh Air, and to Ram-
ble abour at Pleafure, So that the Humor took him One Day,
and he muft needs ger an Eagle to teach him to Fly., The Eagle
would fain have put hiro off, and told him, ’twas a Thing againit
Nature, and Common Senfe; but (according to a Freak of ths
Wiltul Part of the World) the More the One was Againft it, the
More the Other was For it: And when the Fagle law that the
Tortoife would not be faid Nay, fhe took him up a matter of
Steeple-bigh into the Air, and there turn’d him Loofe to fhift for
Himfelf. Thatis to fay ; fhe dropt him down, Sgusb upon a
Rock, that Dafh’'d him to Pieces.

.
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The MograuL
Notbing can be either Safe, or Eafy that's Tunatural.

REFLEXION.

THIS fhews us, how Unnatural a Vanity it is, for a Creature that was
Made for One Condition, to Afpirc to Another. The Tortoifes Place was
upon the Sands, not among the Stars ; and if he had kept to his Station,
he would have been in No Danger of Falling. Many a Fool has Geod
Councel Offer’d him, that has not either the Wit, or the Grace to Take it;
and his Willfulnefs commonly Ends in his Ruine.

Every thing in Nature has it’s Appointed Place, and Condition, and
there’s No putting a Force upon any thing, contrary to the Biafs and In-
tent of it’s Inftitution.  What Bus'nefs has a Tortesfe among the Clouds?
Or why may not the Earth it {clf as well Covet a Higher Place, as any
Creature that's Confin'd to’t ? It is, in fhort, a Silly, an Extravagant, and
in Truth, fo Impious a Fancy, that there can hardly be a Greater Folly,
then to Wifh, or bur fo much as Suppofe it: But there’s an Ambition in
mean Creatures, as well as in Mean Souls. So many Ridiculous Upftarts
as we find Promoted in the World, we may Imagin to be fo many Zor-
toifes in the Airs and when they have Flurter'd there a While, like Paper
Kites, for the Boys to ftare at, He that took them up, grows either Afham’d,
or Weary of them, and fo lets them Drop again; and, wich the Devil Him-
felf, c’en leaves them where he found them. This may ferve to put a
Check to the Vanity and Folly of an Unruly Ambition; that’s Deaf, not
only to the Advice of Friends, but to the Councels and Monitions of the
very Spirit of Reafon it felf: For Flying without Wings is All one with
Working without Means. We fce a2 Thoufand Inftances in the World,
Every jot as Ridiculous as This in the Fable. That is to fay, of Men that
are Made for One Condition, and yet Affe® Another. What fignifies the
Fiction of Phaeton in the Chariot of the Susn > The Frog vying Bulk with
an Oxe; or the Tortoife Riding upon the Wings of the Wind ; but to Pre-
fcribe Bounds and Meafures to our Exorbitant Paifions ; and at the fame
time, to thew us upon the Iffue, that All Unnatural Pretenfions are At-
tended with a Certain Ruine 2

Fas. CCXXI

An DI Crab and 2 Poung.

Fild, (faysthe Mother ) You muft Ufe your felf to Walk

Streight, without Skewing, and Shailing fo Every Step

you fer: Pray Mother (fays the Young Crab) do bue fet the Example
your felf, and Fll follow ye.

od ¥ AB.
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