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lect such anxiety and such fear being manifested 2 Certainly
in no one’s.

‘What, then, are we to do? In the name of the immortal
gods, can you interpret these facts, and see what is their pur-
port? What do you think that those men think of your lives,
to whom the lives of those men who they hope will consult
the welfare of the republic are so dear? I have reaped, O
conscript fathers, the reward of my return, since I have said
cnough to bear testimony of my consistency whatever event
may befall me, and since I have been kindly and attentively
listened to by you.  And if Thave such opportunities frequent-
ly without exposing both myself and you to danger, I shall
avail myself of them. If not, as far as T can I shall reserve
myself not for myself, but rather for the republic. I have
lived long enough for the course of human life, or for my own
glory. If any additional life is granted to me, it shall be
bestowed not so much on myself as on you and on the re-
public. '

THE SECOND SPEECH OF M. T. CICERO AGAINST MARCUS
ANTONIUS.

CALLED ALSO THE SECOND PHILIPPIC.

THE ARGUMENT.

This second speech was not actually spoken at all. Antonius was great-
ly enraged at the first speech, and summoned another meeting of the
senate for the nineteenth day of the month, giving Cicero especial no-
tice to be present, and he employed the interval in preparing an invec-
tive against Cicero, and a reply to the first Philippic. The senate met
in the temple of Concord, but Cicero himself was persuaded not to at-
tend by his friends, who were afraid of Antonius proceeding to actual
violence against him (and indeed he brought a strong guard of armed
men with him to the senate). Ile spoke with the greatest fury against
Cicero, charging him with having been the principal author and con-
triver of Cesar’s murder, hoping by this to inflame the soldiers, whom
he had posted within hearing of his harangue.

Soon after this, Cicero removed to a villa near Naples for greater safety,
and here he composed this second Philippic1 which he did not publish
immediately, but contented himself at first with sending a copy to Bru-
tus and Cassius, who were much pleased with it.
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I. To what destiny of mine, O conscript fathers, shall I say
that it is owing, that none for the last twenty years has been
an enemy to the republic without at the same time declaring
war against me? Nor is there any necessity for naming any
particular person; you yourselves recollect instances in proof
of my statement. They have all hitherto suffered severer pun-
jshments than T could have wished for them; bLut I marvel
that you, O Antonius, do not fear the end of those men whose
conduct you are imitating. Andin others T was less surprised
at this. None of those men of former times was a voluntary
enemy to me; all of them were attacked by me for the sake
of the republic. But you, who have never been injured by
me, not even by a word, in order to appear more audacious
than Catiline, more frantic than Clodius, have of your own
accord attacked me with abuse, and have considered that your
alienation from me would be a recommendation of you to im-
pious citizens.

What am I to think? that I have been despised? I see
nothing either in my life, or in my influence in the city, or in
my exploits, or even in the moderate abilities with which I am
endowed, which Antonius can despise. Did he think that it
was casiest to disparage me in the senate? a body which has
borne its testimony in favor of many most illustrious citizens
that they governed the republic well, but in favor of me alone,
of all men, that T preserved it. Or did he wish to contend
with me in a rivalry of eloquence? This, indeed, is an act
of generosity? for what could be a more fertile or richer sub-
ject for me, than to have to speak in defense of mysclf, and
against Antonius? This, in fact, is the truth. He thought
it impossible to prove to the satisfaction of those men who re-
sembled himself, that he was an enemy to his country, if he
was not also an enemy to me. And before I make him any
reply on the other topics of his speech, I will say a few words
respecting the friendship formerly subsisting between us, which
he has accused me of violating,—for that I consider a most
serious charge.

L. He has complained that I pleaded once against his in-
terest. Was I not to plead against one with whom I was quite
unconnected, in behalf of an intimate acquaintance, of a dear
friend? Was I not to plead against interest acquired not by
hopes of virtue, but by the disgrace of youth? Was I not to
plead against an injustice which that man procured to be done
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by the obsequiousness of a most iniquitous interposer of his
veto, not by any law regulating the privileges of the preetor?
But T imagine that this was mentioned by you, in order that
you might recommend yourself to the citizens, if they all rec-
ollected” that you were the son-in-law of a freedman, and
that your children were the grandsons of Quintus Fadius a
freedman.

But you had entirely devoted yourself to my prineiples
(for this is what you said); you had been in the habit of
coming to my house. In truth, if you had done so, you would
more have consulted your own character and your reputation
for chastity. Butyou did not do so, nor, if you had wished it,
would Caius Curio have ever suffered you to do so. You have
said, that you retired in my favor from the contest for the au-
gurship. Oh the incredible audacity! oh the monstrous im-
pudence of such an assertion! For, at the time when Cnaeus
Pompeius and Quintus Hortensius named me as angur, after
T had been wished for as such by the whole college (for it
was not lawful for me to be put in nomination by more than
two members of the college), you were notoriously insolvent,
nor did you think it possible for your safety to be secured by
any other means than by the destruction of the republic. But
was it possible for you to stand for the augurship at a time
when Curio was not in Ttaly? or even at the time when you
were elected, could you have got the votes of one single tribe
without the aid of Curio? whose intimate friends even were
convicted of violence for having been too zealous in your favor.

il But I availed myself of your friendly assistance. Of
what assistance? Although the instance which you cite L have
myself at all times openly admitted. I preferred confessing
that T was under obligations to you, to letting myself appear
to any foolish person not sufficiently grateful. However, what
was the kindness that you did me? not killing me at Brun-
dusium? Would you then have slain the man whom the con-
queror himself, who conferred on you, as you used to boast,
the chief rank among all his robbers, had desired to be safe,
and had enjoined to go to Italy ?  Grant that ycu could have
slain him, is not this, O conscript fathers, such a kindness as
is done by banditti, who are contented with being able to boast
that they have granted their lives to all those men whose lives
they have not taken? and if that were really a kindness, then

those who slew that man by whom they themselves had been
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saved, and whom you yourself are in the habit of styling 1aost
illustrious men, would never have acquired such immortal
glory. But what sort of kindness is it, to have abstained from
committing nefarious wickedness? It is a case in which it
ought not to appear so delightful to me not to have been killed
by you, as miserable, that it should have been in your power
to do such a thing with impunity. However, grant that it
was a kindness, since no greater kindness could be received
from a robber, still in what point can you call me ungrateful ?
Ought T not to complain of the ruin of the republic, lest I
should appear ungrateful toward you? But in that com-
plaint, mournful indeed and miserable, but still unavoidable
for a man of that rank in which the senate and people of Rome
- have placed me, what did I say that was insulting ? that was
otherwise than moderate? that was otherwise than friendly ?
and what instance was it not of moderation to complain of
the conduct of Marcus Antonius, and yet to abstain from any
abusive expressions ? especially when you had scattered abroad
all relics of the republic; when every thing was on sale at your
house by the most infamous traffic ; when you confessed that
those laws which had never been promulgated, had been pass-
ed with reference to you, and by you; when you, being augur,
had abolished the auspices, being consul, had taken away the
power of interposing the veto; when you were escorted in the
most shameful manner by armed guards ; when, worn out with
drunkenness and debauchery, you were every day performing
all sorts of obscenities in that chaste house of yours. But I,
as if I had to contend against Marcus Crassus, with whom T
have had many severe struggles, and not with a most worth-
less gladiator, while complaining in dignified language of the
state of the republic, did not say one word which could be
called personal. Therefore, to-day I will make him under-
stand with what great kindness he was then treated by me.
IV. But he also read letters which he said that I had sent
to him, like a man devoid of humanity and ignorant of the
common usages of life. For who ever, who was even bui
slightly acquainted with the habits of polite men, produced in
an assembly and openly read letters which had been sent to
him by a friend, just because some quarrel had arisen between
them? Is not this destroying all companionship in life, de-
stroying the means by which absent friends converse together 2
How many jests are frequently put in letters, whieh, if they
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were produced in public, would appear stupid! How many
serious opinions, which, for all that, ought not to be publish-
ed! et this be a proof of your utter ignorance of courtesy.
Now mark, also, his incredible folly. What have you to op-
pese to me, O you eloquent man, as you seem at least to Mus-
tela Tamisius, and to Tiro Numisius? And while these men
are standing at this very time in the sight of the senate with
drawn swords, I too will think you an elequent man if you
will show how you would defend them if they were charged
with being assassins. However, what answer would you make
if T were to deny that I ever sent those letters to you? By
what evidence could you convict me? by my handwriting?
Of handwriting indeed you have a lucrative knowledge.! How
can you prove it in that manner? for the letters are written
by an amanuensis. By this time I envy your teacher, who
for all that payment, which I shall mention presently, has
taught you to know nothing.

For what can be less like, I do not say an orator, but a man,
than to reproach an adversary with a thing which if he denies
by one single word, he who has reproached him can not ad-
vance one step further? But I do not deny it; and in this
very point T convict you not only of inhumanity but also of
madness. For what expression is there in those letters which
is not full of humanity and service and benevolence? and the
whole of your charge amounts to this, that 1 do not express a
bad opinion of you in those letters; that in them I wrote as
to a citizen, and as to a virtuous man, not as to a wicked man
and a robber. But your letters I will not produce, although
1 fairly might, now that T am thus challenged by you; letters
in which you beg of me that you may be enabled by my con-
sent to procure the recall of some one from exile; and you
will not attempt it if T have any objection, and you prevail
on me by your entreaties. For why should T put myself in
the way of your audacity ? when neither the authority of this
body, ror the opinion of the Roman people, nor any laws are
able to restrain you. IHowever, what was the object of your
addressing these enireaties to me, if the man for whom you
were entreating was already restored by a law of Camsar’s? I
suppose the truth was, that he wished it to be done by me
as a favor; in which matter there could not be any favor

! He means to insinuate that Antonlus had been forging Caesar’s hand.
writing and signature.
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done even by himself, if a law was already passed for the
purpose.

V. But as, O conscript fathers, I have many things which
T must say both in my own defense and against Marcus An-
tonius, one thing I ask you, that you will listen to me with
kindness while T am speaking for myself; the other I will in-
sure myself, namely, that you shall listen to me with attention
while speaking against him. At the same time also, I beg
this of you; that if you have been acquainted with my mod-
eration and medesty throughout my whole life, and cspecially
as a speaker, you will not, when to-day I answer this man in
the spirit in which he has attacked me, think that I have for-
gotten my usual character. I will not treat him as a consul,
for he did not treat me as a man of consular rank; and al-
though he in no respect deserves to be considered a consul,
whether we regard his way of life, or his principle of govern-
ing the vepublic, or the manner in which he was elected, I am
beyond all dispute 2 man of consular rank.

That, therefore, you might understand what sort of a con-
sul he professed to be himself, he reproached me with my
consulship ;—a consulship which, O conscript fathers, was in
name, indeed, mine, but in reality yours. For what did I de-
termine, what did I contrive, what did T do, that was not de-
termined, contrived, or done, by the counsel and authority and
in accordance with the sentiments of this order? And have
you, O wise man, O man not merely eloquent, dared to find
fault with these actions before the very men by whose counsel
and wisdom they were performed? But who was ever found
hefore, except Publius Clodius, to find fault with wy consul-
ship? And his fate indeed awaits you, as it also awaited
Caius Curio; since that is now in your house which was fatal
to each of them.!

Marcus Antonius disapproves of my consulship; but it was
approved of by Publius Servilius—to name that man first of
the men of consular rank who had died most recently. It was
approved of by Quintus Catulus, whose authority will always
carry weight in this republic; it was approved of by the two
Luculli, by Marcus Crassus, by Quintus Hortensius, by Caiug
Curio, by Caius Piso, by Marcus Glabrio, by Mareus Lepidus,
by Lucius Voleatius, by Caius Figulus, by Decimus Silanus

! Fulvia, who had been the wife of Clodius, and afterward of C’urlro,
was now the wife of Antonius.
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and Lucius Murena, who at that time were the consuls elect;
the same consulship also which was approved of by those men
of consular rank, was approved of by Marcus Cato; who es-
caped many evils by departing from this life, and especially
the evil of seeing you consul. But, above all, my consulship
was approved of by Cnasus Pompeius, who, when he first saw
me, as he was leaving Syria, embracing me and congratulating
me, said, that it was owing to my services that he was about
to sec his country again. But why should I mention individ-
uals? It was approved of by the senate, in a very full house,
g0 completely, that there was no one who did not thank me
as if T had been his parent, who did not atiribute to me the
salvation of his life, of his fortunes, of his children, and of the .
republic.

VI. But, since the republic has been now deprived of those
men whom I have named, many and illustrious as they were,
let us come to the living, since two of the men of consular
rank are still left to us: Lucius Cotta, a man of the greatest
genius and the most consummate prudence, proposed a sup-
plication in my honor for these very actions with which you
find fanlt, in the most complimentary language, and those very
men of consular rank whom I have named, and the whole sen-
ate, adopted his proposal ; an honor which has never been paid
to any one else in the garb of peace from the foundation of
the city to my time. With what eloquence, with what firm
wisdom, with what a weight of authority did Lucius Ceesar,
your uncle, pronounce his opinion against the husband of his
own sister, your step-father. But you, when you ought to have
taken him as your adviser and tuter in all your designs, and
in the whole conduct of your life, preferred being like your
step-father to resembling your uncle. I, who had no comnec-
tion with him, acted by his counsels while I was consul. Did
you, who were his sister’s son, ever once consulf him on the
affuirs of the republic?

But who are they whom Antonius does consult? O ye im-
mortal gods, they are men whose birth-days we have still to
learn. To-day Antonius is not coming down. Why? Heis
celebrating the birth-day feast at his villa. In whose honor?
I will name no one. Suppose it is in honor of some Phormio,
or Gmatho, or even Ballio.* Oh the abominable profligacy
of the man ! oh how intolerable is his impudence, his debauch-

I These were the names of slaves.
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