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Consider, I beg you, Marcus Antonius, do some time or oth-
er consider the republic: think of the family of which you
are born, not of the men with whom you are living.  Be rec-
onciled to the republic. However, do you decide on your con-
duct. As to mine, I myself will declare what that shall be. I
defended the republic as a young man, 1 will not abandon it
now that I am old. I scorned the sword of Catiline, I will
not quail before yours. No, T will rather cheerfully expose
my own person, if the liberty of the city can be restored by
my death.

May the indignation of the Roman people at last bring forth
what it has been so long laboring with. In truth, if twenty
years ago in this very temple I asserted that death could not
come prematurely upon a man of consular rank, with how
much more truth must I now say the same of an old man?
To me, indeed, O conseript fathers, death is now even desira-
ble, after all the honors which T have gained, and the deeds
which I have done. 1 only pray for these two things: one,
that dying I may leave the Roman people free. No greater
boon than this can be granted me by the immortal gods. The
other, that every one may meet with a fate suitable to hig de-
serts and conduct toward the republic.

THE THIRD PHILIPPIC, OR THIRD SPEECH OF M.T. CICERO
AGAINST MARCUS ANTONIUS.

THE ARGUMENT.

After the composition of the last speech, Octavius, considering that he
had reason to be offended with Antonius, formed a plot for his assas-
sination by means of some slaves, which however was discovered. In
the mean time, Antonius began to declare more and more openiy
against the conspirators. He erected a statue in the forum to Camsar,
with the inseription, * To the most worthy Defender of his Country.”
Octavius, at the same time, was trying to win over the soldiers of his
uncle Juling, and outbidding Antonjus in all his promises to them, so
that he soon coliected a formidable armny of veterans. But as he had
no public office to give him any color for his conduct, he paid great
court to the republican party, in hopes to get his proceedings anthor-
ized by the senate ; and he kept contintally pressing Gieero to relnrn
to Rome and support him. Cicero, however, for some time kept aloof,
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suspecting partly his abilities, on account of his exceeding youth, and
partly his sincerity in reconciling himself to his uncle’s murderers ;
however, at last he returned, after expressly stipulating that Octavius
should employ all his forces in defense of Brutus &nd his accomplices.

Antonius lett Rome about the end of September, in order to engage in his
service four legions of Casar’s, which were on their return from Mace-
denia. But when they arrived at Brundusium three of them refused to
follow him, on which he murdered all their centurions, to the number
of three hundred, whe were all put to death in his ledgings, in the
sight of himself and Fulvia his wife, and then returned to Rome with
the one legion which he had prevailed on; while the otker three le-
gions declared as yet for neither party. On his arrival in Rome he
published roany very violent edicts, and summoned the senate to meet
on the twenty-fourth of October ; then he adjourned it to the twenty-
eighth; and a day or two before it met, he heard that two cut of the
three legions had declared for Octavius, and encamped at Alba. And
this news alarmed him so much, that he abandoned his intention of
proposing to the scnate a decree to declare QOctavius a public enemy,
and after distributing some provinces among his friends, he put on his
military robes, and left the city to take possession of Cisalpine Gaul,
which had been assigned to him by a pretended law of the people,
against the will of the senate.

On the news of his departure Cicero returned to Rome, where he arrived
on the ninth of Decermber. He immediately conferred with Pansa, one
of the consuls elect (Hirtius his colleague was iii), as to the measures
to be taken. He was again addvessed with earnest solicitations by the
friends of Octavius, who, to confirm his belief in his good intentions,
allowed Casca, who had been of the slayers of Cesar, and had himself
given him the first blow, to enter on his office as tribune of the people
on the tenth of December.

The new tribunes convoked the senate for the nineteenth ; on which oc-
casion Cicero had intended to be absent ; but receiving the day before
the edict of Decimus Brutus, by which he forbade Antonius to enter
his province (immediately after the death of Cwsar he had taken pos-
session of Cisalpine Gaul, which had been conferred on him by Cesar),
and declared that he would defend it against him by force, and preserve
it in its duty to the senate, he thought it necessary to procure for Bru-
tus a resolution of the senate in his favor. He went down therefore
very early, and, in a very full house, delivered the following speech.

I. Wg have been assembled at length, O conscript fathers,
altogether later than the necessities of the republic required ;
but still we are assembled; a measure which I, indeed, have
been every day demanding; inasmuch as I saw that a nefa-
rious war aguinst our altars and our hearths, against our
lives and our fortunes, wus, I will not say being prepared,
but being actually waged by a profligate and desperate man.
People are waiting for the iirst of January. But An'tomus
is not waiting for that duy, who is now attempting with an
army to invade the province of Decimus Brutus, a most
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illustrious and excellent man. And when he has procured
reinforcements and equipments there, he threatens that he
will come to this city. What is the use then of waiting, or
of even a delay for the very shortest time? For although the
first of January is at hand, still a short time is a long one for
people who are not prepared. For a day, or I should rather
say an hour, often brings great disasters, if no precautions
are taken. And it is not usual to wait for a fixed day for
holding a council, as it is for celebrating a festival. But if
the first of January had fallen on the day when Antonius
first fled from the city, or if people had not waited for it,
we should by this time have no war at all. For we should
easily have crushed the audacity of that frantic man by the
authority of the senate and the unanimity of the Roman
people. And now, indeed, I feel confident that the consuls
elect will do so, as soon as they enter on their magistracy.
For they are men of the highest courage, of the most con-
summate wisdom, and they will act in perfect harmony with
each other. But my exhortations to rapid and instant action
are prompted by a desire not merely for victory, but for
speedy victory.

Tor how long are we to trust to the prudence of an individ-
ual to repel so important, so cruel, and so nefarious a war?
‘Why is not the public authority thrown into the scale as
quickly as possible ?

1. Caius Ceesar, a young man, or, I should rather say,
almost a boy, endued with an incredible and godlike degree
of wisdom and valor, at the time when the phrensy of Anto-~
nius was at its height, and when his cruel and mischievous
return from Brundusium was an object of apprehension to
all, while we neither desired him to do so, nor thought of
such a measure, nor ventured even to wish 1t (because it did
not seem practicable), collected a most trustworthy army from
the invineible body of veteran soldiers, and has spent his own
patrimony in doing so. Although I have not used the expres-
sion which I ought,—for he has not spent it,—he has invest-
ed it in the safety of the republic. :

And although it is not possible to requite him with all the
thanks to which he is entitled, still we ought to feel all the
gratitude toward him which our minds are capable of con-
ceiving, For who is so ignorant of public affairs, so entirely
indifferent to all thoughts of the republic, as not 1o 5¢C that,
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it Marcus Antonius could have come with those forces which
he made sure that he should have, from Brundusium to Rome,
as he threatened, there would have been o description of
cruelty which he would not have practiced? A man who in
the house of his entertainer at Brundusium ordered so many
most gallant men and virtuous citizens to be murdered, and
whose wife’s face was notoriously besprinkled with the blood
of men dying at his and her feet. Who is there of us, or
what good man is there at all, whom a man stained with this
barbarity would ever have spared ; especially as he was com-
ing hither much more angry with all virtuons men than he had
been with those whom he had massacred there ? And from
this calamity Ceesar has delivered the republic by his own in-
dividual prudence (and, indeed, there were no other means by
which it eould have been done). And if he had not been born
in this republic we should, owing to the wickedness of Anto-
nius, now have no republic at all.

For this is what I believe, this is my deliberate opinion,
that if that one young man had not checked the violence and
inhuman projects of that frantic man, the republic would have
been utterly destroyed. And to him we must, O conscript
fathers (for this is the first time, met in such a condition, that,
owing to his good service, we are at liberty to say freely what
we think and feel), we must, I say, this day give authority, so
that he may be able to defend the republic, not because thas
defense has been voluntarily undertaken by him, but also be-
cause it bas been intrusted to him by us.

II. Nor (since now after a long interval we are allowed to
speak concerning the republic) is it possible for us to be silent
about the Martial legion. For what single man has ever
been braver, what single man has ever been more devoted to
the republic than the whole of the Martial legion ? which, as
soon as it had decided that Marcus Antonius was an enemy of
the Roman people, refused to be a companion of his insanity ;
deserted him though consul; which, in truth, it would not
have done if it had considered him as consul, who, as it saw,
was aiming at nothing and preparing nothing but the slaugh-
ter of the citizens, and the destruction of the state. And that
legion has cncamped at Alba. What city could it have se-
lected either more suitable for enabling it to act, or more faith-
ful, or full of more gallant men, or of citizens more devoted ¢
the republic? '
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The fourth legion, imitating the virtue of this legion, under
the leadership of Lucius Egnatuleius, the quastor, a most vir-
tuous and intrepid citizen, has also acknowledged the author-
ity and joined the army of Caius Caesar.

We, therefore, O conscript fathers, must take care that
those things which this most illustrious young man, this most
excellent of all men has of his own accord done, and still is
doing, be sanctioned by our authority; and the admirable
unanimity of the veterans, those most brave men, and of the
Martial and of the fourth legion, in their zeal for the re-estab-
lishment of the republic, be encouraged by our praise and
commendation. And let us pledge ourselves this day that
their advantage, and honors, and rewards shall be cared for
by us as soon as the consuls elect have entered on their mag-
istracy.

IV. And the things which I have said about Cesar and
about his army, are, indeed, already well known to you. For
by the admirable valor of Ceesar, and by the firmmness of the
veteran soldiers, and by the admirable discernment of those
legions which have followed our authority, and the liberty of
the Roman people, and the valor of Cesar, Antonius has
been repelled from his attempts upon our lives. But these
things, as I have said, happened before; but this recent edict
of Decimus Brutus, which has just been issued, can certainly
not be passed over in silence. For he promises to preserve
the province of Gaul in obedience to the senate and people of
Rome. O citizen, born for the republic; mindful of the name
he bears; imitator of his ancestors! Nor, indeed, was the
acquisition of liberty so much an object of desire to our an-
cestors when Tarquinius was expelled, as, now that Antonius
is driven away, the preservation of it is to us. Those men
had learned to obey kings ever since the foundation of the
city, but we from the time when the kings were driven out
have forgotten how to be slaves. And that Tarquinius, whom
onr ancestors expelled, was not either considered or called
ernel or impious, but only The Proud. That vice which we
have often borne in private individuals, our ancestors could
not endure even in a king.

Lucius Brutus could not endure a proud king. Shall Deci-
mus Brutus submit to the kingly power of a man who is wick~
ed and impious? What atrocity did Tarquinius ever commit
equal to the innumerable acts of the sort which Antonius has
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done and is still doing? Again, the kings were used to con-
sult the senate; nor, as is the case when Antonius holds a
senate, were armed barbarians ever introduced into the coun-
cil of the king. The kings paid due regard to the auspices,
which this man, though consul and augur, has neglected, not
only by passing laws in opposition to the auspices, but also
by making his colleague (whom he himself had appointed ir-
regularly, and had falsified the auspices in order to do so)
join in passing them. Again, what king was ever so pre-
posterously impudent as to have all the profits, and kind-
nesses, and privileges of his kingdom on sale? But what
immunity is there, what rights of citizenship, what rewards
that this man has not seld to individuals, and to cities, and to
entire provinces? We have never beard of any thing base or
sordid being imputed to Tarquinius. But at the house of
this man gold was constantly being weighed out in the spin-
ning room, and money was being paid, and in oune single
house every scul who had any intercst in the business was
selling the whole empire of the Roman people. "We have
never heard of any executions of Roman citizens by the or-
ders of Tarquinius; but this man both at Suessa murdered
the man whom he had thrown into prison, and at Brundusium
massacred about three hundred most gallant men and most
virtuons citizens. Lastly, Tarquinius was conducting a war
in defense of the Roman people at the very time when he was
expelled. Antonius was leading an army against the Roman
people at the time when, being abandoned by the legions, he
cowered at the name of Casar and at his army, and neglect-
ing the regular sacrifices, he offered up before daylight vows
‘which he could never mean to perform; and at this very mo-
ment he is endeavoring to invade a province of the Roman
people. The Roman people, thercfore, has already received
and is still looking for greater scrvices at the hand of Deci-
mus Brutus than our ancestors received from Lucius Brutus,
the founder of this race and name which we ought to be so
anxious to preserve.

V. Bat, while all slavery is miserable, to be slave to a man
who is profligate, unchaste, effeminate, never, not even while
in fear, sober, is surely intolerable. He, then, who kecps
this man out of Gaul, especially by his own private authority,
Jjudges, and judges most truly, that he is not consul at all.
Ve must take care, therefore, O conseript fathers, to sanction
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the private decision of Decimus Brutus by publie authority.
Nor, indeed, ought you to have thought Marcus Antonius
consul at any time since the Lupercalia. For on the day
when he, in the sight of the Roman people, harangued the
mob, naked, perfumed, and drunk, and labored moreover to
put a crown on the head of his colleague, on that day he
abdicated not only the consulship, but also his own free-
dom. At all events he himself must at once have become
a slave, if Camsar had been willing to accept from him that
ensign of royalty. Can I then think him a consul, can I
think him a Roman citizen, can I think him a freeman, can
I even think him a man, who on that shameful and wick-
ed day showed what he was willing to endure while Casar
lived, and what he was anxious to obtain himself after he
was dead ?

Nor is it possible to pass over in silence the virtue and the
firmness and the dignity of the province of Gaul. For that
is the flower of Italy; that is the bulwark of the empire of
the Roman people; that is the chicf ornament of our dignity.
But so perfect is the unanimity of the municipal towns and
colonics of the province of Gaul, that all men in that district
appear to have united together to defend the authority of this
order, and the majesty of the Roman people. Wherefore, O
tribunes of the people, although you have not actually brought
any other business before us beyond the question of protection,
in order that the consuls may be able to hold the senate with
safety on the first of January, still you appear to me to have
acted with great wisdom and great prudence in giving an op-
portunity of debating the general circumstances of the repub-
lic. For when you decided that the senate could not be held
with safety without some protection or other, you at the same
time asserted by that decision that the wickedness and au-
dacity of Antonius was still continuing its practices within
our walls.

VI. Wherefore, I will embrace every consideration in my
opinion which I am now going to deliver, a course to which
you, I fecl sure, have no objection in order that authority
may be conferred by us on admirable generals, and that hope
of reward may be held out by us to gallant soldiers, and that
a formal decision may be come to, not by words only, but also
by actions, that Antonius is not only nob a consul, but is even
an enemy. For if he be consul, then the legions which have
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