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THE ELEVENTH ORATION OF M. T. CICERO AGAINST
MARCUS ANTONIUS.

CALLED ALSO THE ELEVENTH PHILIPPIC.

THE ARGUMENT-

A short time after the delivery of the preceding speech, news came t6
Rome of Dolabella (the colleague of Antonius) having been very suc.
cessful in Asia. He had left Rome before the expiration of his con
sulship to take possession of Syria, which Antonius had centrived to
have allotted him ; and he hoped to prevail on the inhabitants of the
province of Asia also to abandon Trebonius (who had been one of the
slayers of Cwsar, and was governor of Asia), and submit to him. Tre-
bonius was residing at Smyrma ; and Dolabella arrived before the walls
of that town with very few troops, requesting a free passage through
Trehonius’s province. Trebonius refused to admit him into the town,
but promised that he would permit him to enter Ephesus. Dolabella,
however, effected an entry into Smyrna by a nocturnal surprise, and
seized Trebonius, whom he murdered with great cruelty.

As soon as the news of this event reached Rome, the consul summoned
the senate, which at once declared Dolabella a public enemy, and con-
fiscated his estate. Calenus was the mover of this decree. But besides
this motion there was another question to be settled, namely, who was
to be appointed to conduct the war against Dolabella. Some proposed
to send Publius Servilius; others, that the two consuls should be sent,
and shouid have the two provinces of Asia and Syria allotted to them ;
and this last proposition Pansa himself was favorable to; and it was
supported not only by his friends, but also by the partisans of Anto-
nius, who thought it would draw off the eonsuls from their present
business of relleving Decimus Brutus. But Cicero thought that it
would be an insult to Cassius, who was already in those countries, to
supersede him as it were, by sending any one elsc to command there ;
and so he exerted all his influence to procure a decree intrusting the
command to him; though Servilia, the mother-in-law of Cassius, and
other of Cassius’s friends, begged him not to disoblige Pansa. He
persevered, however, and made the following speech in support of his
opinion. .

¢ appears that Cicero failed in his proposition through the influence of
Pansa; but before any orders came from Rome, Cassius had defeated
Dolabella near Laodicea, and he killed himself to avoid falling into the

hands of his conqueror.

1, Ao the great grief, O conseript fathers, or rather mis-
ery which we have suffered at the cruel and melancholy death
of Caius Trebonius, a most virtuous citizen and a most mod-
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erate man, there is still a circumstance or two in the case
which I think will turn out beneficial to the republic. For
we have now thoroughly scen what great barbarity these men
are capable of who have taken up wicked arms against their
country. For these two, Dolabella and Antonius, are the
very blackest and foulest monsters that have ever lived since
the birth of man; one of whom has now done what he wish-
ed; and as to the other, it has been plainly shown what he
intended. TLucius Cinna was cruel ; Calus Marius was unre-
lenting in his anger ; Lucius Sylla was fierce; but still the in-
humanity of none of these men ever went beyond death; and
that punishment indeed was thought too cruel to be inflicted
on citizens.

Here now you have a pair equal in wickedness; unprece-
‘dented, unheard of, savage, barbarous. Therefore those men
whose vehement mutual hatred and quarrel you recollect a
short time ago, have now been united in singular unanimity
and mutual attachment by the singularity of their wicked na-
tures and most infamous lives. Therefore, that which Dola-
bella has now done in a case in which he had the power, An-
tonius threatens many with. But the former, as he was a
long way from our counsels and armies, and as he was not
yet aware that the senate had united with the Roman people,
relying on the forces of Antonius, has committed those wicked
actions which he thought were already put in practice at Rome
by his accomplice in wickedness. ‘What else then do you think
that this man is contriving or wishing, or what other object
do you think he has in the war? All of us who have either
entertained the thoughts of freemen concerning the republic,
or have given utterance to opinions worthy of curselves, he
decides to be not merely opposed to him, but actual enemies.
And he plans inflicting bitterer punishments on us than on
the enemy; he thinks death a punishment imposed by nature,
but torments and tortures the proper inflictions of anger.
What sort of enemy then must we consider that man who, if’
he be victorious, requires one to think death a kindness if he
spares one the tortures with which it is in his power to ac-
company it ?

If. Wherefore, O conscript fathers, although you do mot
need any one to exhort you (for you yourself have of your
own accord warmed up with the desire of recovering your
freedom), still defend, I warn you, your freedom with 80 much
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the more zeal and courage, in proportion as the punishments
of slavery with which you sec the conquered are threatened
are more terrible. Antonius has invaded Gaul; Dolabella,
Asia; each a province with which he had no business what-
ever. DBrutus has opposed himself to the one, and at the peril
of his own life has checked the onset of that frantic man wish-
ing to harass and plunder every thing, has prevented his far-
ther progress, and has cut him off from his return. By allow-
ing himself to be besieged he has hemmed in Antonius on each
side. .

The other has forced his way into Asia. With what object?
If it was merely to proceed into Syria, he had a road open to
him which was sure, and was not long. What was the need
of sending forward some Marsian, they call him Octavius,
with a legion; a wicked and necessitous robber ; a man to
lay waste the lands, to harass the cities, not from any hope
of acquiring any permaunent property, which they who know
him say that he is unable to keep (for I have not the honor
of being acquainted with this senator myself), but just as
present food to satisfy his indigence? Dolabella followed
him, without any one having any suspicion of war. For how
could any one think of such a thing? Very friendly confer-
ences with Trebonius ensued; embraces, false tokens of the
greatest good-will, were there full of simulated affection; the
pledge of the right hand, which used to be a witness of good
faith, was violated by treachery and wickedness; then came
the nocturnal entry into Smyrna, as if into an encmy’s city—
Smyrna, which is a city of our most faithful and most ancient
allies ; then the surprise of Trebonius, who, if he were sur-
prised by one who was an open enemy, was very carcless ; if
by one who up to that moment maintained the appearance of
a citizen, was miserable. And by his example fortune wished
us to take a lesson of what the conquered party had to fear.
e handed over a man of consular rank, governing the prov-
ince of Asia with consular authority, to an exiled armorer ;!
he would not slay him the moment that he had taken him,
fearing, T suppose, that bis victory might appear too merciful ;

i The Latin is Semiarius, cr as some read it Samarius. Orellius says,
¢ perhaps it means some sort of trade, for I doubt its having been a Ro-
man proper name.” Nizollius says, “Samarius sxul—proverbium.” Fac-
ciolatti calls him a man whose business i w»s to #lean the axms of the
guards, &c., with Samian chalk.
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but after having attacked that most excellent man with in-
sulting words from his impious mouth, then he examined ki
with scourges and tortures concerning the public money, and
that for two days together. Afterward he cut off his head,
and ordered it to be fixed on a javelin and carried about; and
the rest of his body, having been dragged through the street
and town, he threw into the sea.

We, then, have to war against this enemy by whose most
foul cruelty all the savageness of barbarcus mations is sur-
passed. Why need I speak of the massacre of Roman citizens?
of the plunder of temples? 'Who is there who can possibly
deplore such circumstances as their atrocity deserves? And
now he is ranging all over Asia, he is triumphing about as a
king, he thinks that we are occupied in another quarter by
another war, as if it were not ope and the samc war against
this outrageous pair of impious men.

TIT. You see now an image of the crueity of Marcus Anto-
nius in Dolabella; this conduct of his is formed on the model
of the other. It is by him that the lessons of wickedness
have been taught to Dolabella. Do you think that Antonius,
if he had the power, would be more merciful in Italy than
Dolabella has proved in Asia? To me, indeed, this latter ap-
pears to have gone as far as the insanity of'a savage man could
o ; nor do I belicve that Antonius either would emit any de-
seription of punishment, if he had only the power to inflict it.

Place then before your eyes, O conscript fathers, that spee-
tacle, miserable indeed, and tearful, but still indigpensable to
rouse your minds properiy: the nocturnal attack upon the
most beautiful ¢ity in Asia; the irruption of armed men into
Trehoniug’s house, when that unhappy man sew the swords
of the robbers before he heard what was the matter; the en~
trance of Dolabella, raging,—his ill-omened voice, and infamous
countenance,—the chains, the scourges, the rack, the armorer
who was both torturer and executioner; all which they say
that #he unhappy Trebonius endured with great fortitude. A
great praise, and in my opinion indeed the greatest of all,
for it is the part of a wise man to resolve beforchand that
whatever can happen to a Lrave man is to be endured with
patience if it should happen. It is indeed a proof of altogeth:-
er greater wisdom to act with such foresight as to prevent any
such thing from happening; but it is a token of no less cour
age to bear it bravely if it should befall one.
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And Dolabella was indeed so wholly forgetful of the claims
of humanity (although, indeed, he never had any particu-
lar recollection of it), as to vent his insatiable cruclty, not
only on the living man, but also on the dead carcass, and,
as he could not sufficiently glut his hatred, to feed his eyes
also on the lacerations inflicted, and the insults offered to his
corpse.

1V. O Dolabella, much more wretched than he whom you
intended to be the most wretched of all men! Trebonius en-
dured great agonies; many men have endured greater still,
from severe disease, whom, however, we are in the habit of
calling not miserable, but afflicted. His sufferings, which
lasted two days, were long; but many men have had suffer-
ings lasting many years; nor arc the tortures inflicted by ex-
ecutioners more terrible than thosc caused by disease are
cometimes. There are other tortures,——others, I tell you, 6]
you most abandoned and insane man, which are far more
tniserable. For in proportion as the vigor of the mind ex-
ceeds that of the body, so also are the sufierings which rack
the mind more terrible than those which arc endured by the
body. e, therefore, who commits a wicked action is more
wretched than he who is compelled to endure the wickedness
of another. Trebonius was tortured by Dolabella; and so, in-
deed, was Regulus by the Carthaginians. If on that account
the Carthaginians were considered very cruel for cuch behav-
jor to an enemy, what must we think of Dolabella, who treat-
ed a citizen in such a manner? Is there any comparison? or
can we doubt which of the two is most miserable? he whose
death the senate and Roman people wish to avenge, or he who
has been adjudged an enemy by the unanimous vote of the
senate? For in every other particalar of their lives, who
could possibly, without the greatest insult to Trebonius, com-
pare the life of Trebonius to that of Dolabella? Who is ig-
norant of the wisdom, and genius, and humanity, and inno~
cence of the one, and of his greatness of mind as displayed
in his exertions for the freedom of his country ?  The other,
from his very childhood, has taken delight in cruelty; and,
moreover, such has been the shameful nature of his lusts, that
he has always delighted in the very fact of doing those things
which he could not even be reproached with by a modest
enemy.

And this man, O ye immortal gods, was once my relation’
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For his vices were mnknown to one who did not inquire into
such things: nor perhaps should I now be alienated from him
if he had not been discovered to be an enemy to you, to the
walls of his country, to this city, to our household gods, to
the altars and hearths of all of us,—in short, to human na-
ture and to common humanity. DBut now, having received
this lesson from him, let us be the more diligent and vigilant
in being on our guard against Antonius.

V. Indeed, Dolabella had not with him any great number
of notorious and conspicuous robbers. Iut you see there are
with Antonius, and in what npumbers. In the first place,
there is his brother Lucius—what a fire-brand, O ye immortal
gods! what an incarnation of erime and wickedness! what a
gulf, what a whirlpool of a man! What do you think that
man incapable of swallowing up in his mind, or gulping down
in hi¢ thoughts? Who do you imagine there is whose blood
he is not thirsting for? who, on whose possessions and for-
tunes he is not fixing his most impudent eyes, his hopes, and
his whole heart? ‘What shall we say of Censorinus? who,
as far as words go, said indeed that he wished to be the city
practor ; but who, in fact, was unwilling to be so. What of
Bestia, who professes that he is a candidate for the consulship
in the place of Brutus? May Jupiter avert from us this
most detestable omen! But how absurd is it for a man to
stand for the censulship who can not be elected praetor ! un-
less, indeed, he thinks his conviction may Le taken as an
equivalent to the pretorship. Let this sccond Caesar, this
great Vopiscus,! a man of consummate geniug, of the highest
influence, who secks the consulship iminediately after having
heen wdile, be excused from obedience to the laws. Although,
indeed, the laws do not bind him, on account, I suppose, of
his exceeding dignity. DBut this man has been acquitted five
times when I have defended him. To win a sixth city vie-
tory is difficult, even in the case of a gladiator. However,
this is the fault of the judges; not mine. I defended him
with perfect good faith; they were bound to retain 2 most
illgstrious and excellent citizen in the republic; who now,
however, appears to have no other object except to make us
understand that those men whose judicial decisions we an-
pulled, decided rightly and in a manner advantagecus to the

republic.

* Vopiscus is another name of Bestia.
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Nor is this the case with respect to this man alone; there
are other men in the same camp honestly condemned and
shamefully restored; what counsel do you imagine can be
adopted by those men who are enemies to all good men, that
ie not utterly cruel? There is besides a fellow called Saxa; I
dor’t know who he is; some man whom Ceesar imported from
the extremity of Celtiberia and gave us for a tribune of the
people. Before that, he was a measurer of ground for camps;
now he hopes to measure out and value the city. May the
evils which this foreigner predicts to us fall on his own head,
and may we escape in safety! With him is the veteran Caphos
nor is there any man whom the veteran troops hate more cor-
dially : to these men, as if in addition to the dowry which they
had received during our civil disasters, Antonius had given
the Campanian district, that they might have it as a sort of
purse {or their other estates. 1 only wish they would be con-
tented with them! We would bear it then, though it would
not be what ought to be borne; but still it would be worth
our while to bear any thing, as long as we could escape this
most shameful war.

VI What more? Have you not before your eyes those
ornaments of the camp of Marcus Antonius? In the first
place, these two colleagues of the Antonii and Dolabella, Nu-
cula and Lento, the dividers of all Ttaly according to that law
which the senate pronounced to have been carried by vio-
lence; one of whom has been a writer of farces, and the other
an actor of tragedies. Why should T speak of Domitius the
Apulian? whose property we have lately scen advertised, so
great is the carelessness of his agents. Bui this man lately
was not content with giving poison to his sister’s son, he act-
ually drenched him with it. But it is impossible for these
men to live in any other than a prodi gal manner, who hope for
our property while they are squandering their own. T have
soen also an auction of the property of Fublius Decius, an il
Tustrious man; who, following the example of hLis ancestors,
devoted himself for the debts of another. But at that auction
no one was found to be a purchaser. Ridiculous man to think
it possible to escape from debt by selling other people’s prop-
erty! For why should 1 speak of Trebellius? on whom the
furies of debts seem to have wreaked their vengeance for we
have seen one table! avenging another.  Why shonld I speak of

1 1t is impossible to give the force of the original here, which plays or
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