AIOTENOT> AAEPTIOY

BION KAI TNOQMON TON EN ®IAOZOPIAT ETAOCKI-
MHSANTON TON EIZ AEKA TO IPQTON

[IPOOIMION

1 To s ¢thocodias épyov ol paow dmd PapBd-
¥ N

pwv dp€ar. yeyevijolar yap mapo, pév 1lépoass

Mdyovs, mapa ¢ Bofvdwvios 7 >Acavplots Xal-

Salovs, kal [vuvocopiords map’ Ivdols, mapd Te

Kelrois xai Taddrais Tovs radovuévovs Apvidas

A 14 rd 3 ’ 2 ~
rai Seuvobéovs, xala ¢mow Apororédms & T4
Mayid kai Swrloy & 16 exoord Teitw TS

2 wTLL D D TPUTY TS
Awadoydjs. @owvikd e yevéollar Mayov, ka
Opara Zdpodéw, kal AiBov "Ardavra.

Abyimrior pév yap Netdov yevéobar  maida
(/3 [2) 3 7 < \
Hdouorov, ov dpfar ¢urooodias, 1s TOUS mpo-

2 ear@ras lepéas evor Kal TpoPHTAS. Gmwd 8¢ TovTov

k] k4 ? A L I 3 -~ o 7/
els *AXéEavdpoy Tov Mareddva erdv etvar popLddas
réooapas Kol Skrarioyilia SKTaKOTL éArovra
mpla- & ols mAlov pev edelficts yevéollar Tpla-
roclas éRSoprkovTa Tpels, oelfrns Bé Srrakoolas
rpudrovra Svo.

< The alteration of the numeral from 23 to 13 is supported

by what little we know of Sotion’s work : see Introduction,
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DIOGENES LAERTIUS

LIVES AND OPINIONS OF EMINENT
PHILOSOPHERS IN TEN BOOKS

BOOK I

PROLOGUE

Taere are some who say that the study of philo-
sophy had its beginning among the barbarians.
They urge that the Persians have had their Magi,
the Babylonians or Assyrians their Chaldaeans, and
the Indians their Gymnosophists ; and among the
Celts and Gauls there are the people called Druids
or Holy Ones, for which they cite as authorities the
Magicus of Aristotle and Sotion in the twenty-third ¢
book of his Succession of Philosophers. Also they
say that Mochus was a Phoenician, Zamolxis a
Thracian, and Atlas a Libyan.

If we may believe the Egyptians, Hephaestus was
the son of the Nile, and with him philosophy began,
priests and prophets being its chief exponents.
Hephaestus lived 48,863 years before Alexander
of Macedon, and in the interval there occurred 373
solar and 832 lunar eclipses.

Alexandria must bave taken what we find in Strom. i. T1
concerning Chaldacans, Druids, Magians, Gymnosophists,
and other barbarian philosophers.
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I. 2-4. PROLOGURE

The date of the Magians, beginning with Zoroaster
the Persian, was 5000 years before the fall of Troy,
as given by Hermodorus the Platonist in his work
on mathematics ; but Yanthus the Lydian reckons
6000 years from Zoroaster to the expedition of
Xerxes, and after that event he places a long line
of Magians in succession, bearing the names of
Ostanas, Astrampsychos, Gobryas, and Pazatas,
down to the conquest of Persia by Alexander.

These authors forget that the achievements which
they attribute to Yhe barbarians belong to the
Greeks, with whom not merely philosophy but the
human race itself began. Tor instance, Musaeus is
claimed by Athens, Linus by Thebes. It is said
that the former, the son of Eumolpus, was the first
to compose 2 genealogy of the gods and to construct
a sphere, and that he maintained that all things
proceed from unity and are resolved again into
unity. He died at Phalerum, and this is his
epitaph®:

Musaeus, to his sire Fumolpus dear,
1n Phalerean soil lies buried here ;

and the Eumolpidae at Athens get their name from
the father of Musaeus.

Linus again was (so it is said) the son of Hermes
and the Muse Urania. He composed a poem de-
seribing the creation of the world, the courses of the
gun and moon, and the growth of animals and
plants. His poem begins with the line :

Time was when all things grew up at once ;
and this idea was borrowed by Anazagoras when he

« Anth. Pal. vil. 615.
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1. 4-6. PROLOGUE

declared that all things were originally together
antil Mind came and set them in order. Linus died
in Euboea, slain by the arrow of Apollo, and this is
his epitaph®:

Here Theban Linus, whom Urania bore,

The fair-crowned Muse, sleeps on a foreign shore.

And thus it was from the Greeks that philosophy
took its rise : its very name refuses to be translated
into foreign speech.

But those who attribute its invention to barbarians
bring forward Orpheus the Thracian, calling him a
philosopher of whose antiquity there can be no
doubt. Now, considering the sort of things he said
about the gods, I hardly know whether he ought to
be called a philosopher ; for what are we to make of
one who does not scruple to charge the gods with
all human suffering, and even the foul crimes wrought
by the tongue amongst a few of mankind? The
story goes that he met his death at the hands of
women ; but according to the epitaph at Dium in
Macedonia he was slain by a thunderbolt ; it runs
as follows?:

Here have the Muses laid their minstrel true,
The Thracian Orpheus whom Jove’s thunder slew.

But the advocates of the theory that philosophy
took its rise among the barbarians go on to explain
the different forms it assumed in different countries.
As to the Gymnosophists and Druids we are told
that they uttered their philosophy in riddles, bidding
men to reverence the gods, to abstain from wrong-
doing, and to practise courage. That the Gymno-

« Anth. Pal. vil, 618, 5 Anth. Plan. ii. 99,
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¢ Compare Pliny, N.H. xx. 11. 2492 : Zovoaster lived in
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» This popular etymology, though wide-spread, is
erroneous, the true form of the prophet’s name being
7arathustra, almost certainly derived from zarath="old "

8



END OF SAMPLE TEXT

The Complete Text can be found on our CD:
Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature
which can be purchased on our Website :
www.Brainfly.net

or

by sending $64.95 in check or money order to :
Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net



http://www.brainfly.net/teachers.htm
http://www.brainfly.net
mailto:webcomments@brainfly.net



