I1. 58-60. XENOPHON—AESCHINES

In deeds of Greece, how bright his lesson shone !
How fair was wisdom seen in Socrates ! ¢

There is another on the circumstances of his death ?:

Albeit the countrymen of Cranaus and Ceerops condemned
thee, X.enophon, to exile on account of thy friendship for
Cyrus, yet hospitable Corinth welcomed thee, so well con-
tent with the delights of that city wast thou, and there didst
resolve to take up thy rest.

In other authorities I find the statement that he
flourished, along with the other Socratics, in the
89th Olympiad,® and Istrus affirms that he was
banished by a decree of Eubulus and recalled by a
decree of the same man.

There have been seven Xenophons : the first our
subject himself; the second an Athenian, brother
of Pythostratus, who wrote the Theseid, and himself
the author, amongst other works, of a biography of
Epaminondas and Pelopidas ; the third a physician of
Cos ; the fourth the author of a history of Hannibal ;
the fifth an authority on legendary marvels ; the
sixth a sculptor, of Paros ; the seventh a poet of the
01d Comedy.

Cuaprer 7. AESCHINES (c. 400 B.C.)

Aeschines was the son of Charinus the sausage-
maker, but others make his father’s name Liysanias.
e was a citizen of Athens, industrious from his
birth up. For this reason he never quitted Socrates ;
hence Socrates’ remark, ‘ Only the sausage-maker’s
son knows how to honour me.” Idomeneus declared
the great deeds of Greece are the outcome of his training, he
recalled what a beautiful thing was the wisdom of Socrates.”

v Anth. Pal. vii. 98.
¢ This would be 424-420 B.C., 2 date obviously absurd as

the floruit for either Xenophon or Plato.
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1. 60-62. ARSCHINES

that it was Aeschines, not Crito, who advised Socrates
in the prison about making his escape,® but that
Plato put the words into the mouth of Crito because
Aeschines was more attached to Avistippus than to
himself. It was said maliciously—by Menedemus
of Bretria in particular—that most of the dialogues
which Aeschines passed off ag his own were really
dialogues of Socrates obtained by him from Xan-
thippe. Those of them which are said to have no
beginning (dkédaror) are very slovenly and show
none of the vigour of Socrates ; Pisistratus of Ephesus
even denied that they were written by Aeschines.
Persacus indeed attributes the majority of the seven
to Pasiphon of the school of Fretria, who inserted
them among the dialogues of Aeschines. Moreover,
Aeschines made use of the Little Cyrus, the Lesser
Heracles and the Alcibiades of Antisthenes as well
as dialogues by other authors. However that may
be, of the writings of Aeschines those stamped with
a Socratic character are Sevem, namely Miltiades,
which for that reason is somewhat weak ; then
Callias, Awxiochus, Aspasia, Alcibiades, Telauges, and
Rhinon.

They say that want drove him to Sicily to the
court of Dionysius, and that Plato took no notice of
him, but he was introduced. to Dionysius by Arist-
ippus, and on presenting certain dialogues received
gifts from him. Afterwards on his return to Athens
he did not venture to Jecture owing to the popularity
of Plato and Aristippus. But he took fees from

upils, and subsequently composed forensic speeche;s
for aggrieved clients. ‘This is the point of Timon's
reference to him as “ the might of Aecschines, that
not unconvincing writer,” They say that Socrates,
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II. 62.64. AESCHINES

seeing how he was pinched by poverty, advised him
to borrow from himself by reducing his rations. Arist-
ippus among others had suspicions of the genuine-
ness of his dialogues. At all events, as he was
reading one at Megara, Aristippus rallied him by
asking, “ Where did you get that, you thief ? ”

Polycritus of Mende, in the first book of his History
of Dionysius, says that he lived with the tyrant until
his expulsion from Syracuse, and survived until the
return of Dion, and that with him was Carcinus the
tragic poet. There is also extant an epistle of
Aeschines to Dionysius. That he had received a
good rhetorical training is clear from his defence of
the father of Phaeax the general, and from his
defence of Dion. He is a close imitator of Gorgias
of Leontini. Moreover, Lysias attacked him in a
speech which he entitled * On dishonesty.” And
from this too it is clear that he was a rhetorician.
A single disciple of his is mentioned, Aristotle, whose
nickname was *“ Story.”

Panaetius thinks that, of all the Socratic dia~
logues, those by Plato, Xenophon, Antisthenes and
Aeschines are genuine ; he is in doubt about those
ascribed to Phaedo and Euclides ; but he rejects the
others one and all.

There are eight men who have borne the name of
Aeschines: (1) our subject himself; (2) the author of
handbooks of rhetoric; (8) the orator who opposed
Demosthenes ; (4) an Arcadian, a pupil of Isocrates ;
(5)a Mitylenean whom they used to call the “‘ scourge
of rhetoricians ”’; (6) a Neapolitan, an Academic
philosopher, a pupil and favourite of Melanthius of
Rhodes; (7) a Milesian who wrote upon politics ;
8)a sculptor.
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a Mem. ii. 1.

» In the Introduction to the Phaedo, 59 ¢, Aristippus is
said to have been in_ Aegina on the day when Socrates
drank the hemlock. How little this justifies the use of the
terms éxdxirer and dwafSdAhwr may be seen from the pre-
vious statement in the Phaedo that Plato himself is said to
have been absent through illness on that oceasion, Notice
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1. 65-66. ARISTIPPUS

Cuarter 8. ARISTIPPUS (c. 435-350 B.C.)

Aristippus was by birth a citizen of Cyrene and,
as Aeschines informs us, was drawn to Athens by
the fame of Socrates. Having come forward as a
lecturer or sophist, as Phanias of Eresus, the Peri-
patetic, informs us, he was the first of the followers
of Socrates to charge fees and to send money to his
master. And on one gccasion the sum of twenty
minae which he had sent was veturned to him,
Socrates declaring that the supernatural sign would
not let him take it ; the very offer, in fact, annoyed
him. Xenophon was no friend to Aristippus; and
for this reason he has made Socrates direct against
Aristippus the discourse in which he denounces
pleasure.® Not but what Theodorus in his work
On Sects abuses. him, and so does Plato in the
dialogue On the Soul,? as has been shown elsewhere.

He was capable of adapting himself to place, time
and person, and of playing his part appropriately
under whatever circumstances. Hence he found
more favour than anybody else with Dionysius,
because he could always turn the situation to good
account. He derived pleasure from what was present,
and did not toil to procure the enjoyment of some-
thing not present. Hence Diogenes called him the
king’s poodle.f Timon, too, sneered at him for luxury
in these words ¢ :

that Diogenes Laertius refers to the Life of Plato as already
written ; see iii. 36.
¢ Or “royal cynic.” It is impossible to preserve the
double entendre here, for xbwy, dog, also means “cynic” 3
in fact the very name of that sect proclaims that they gloried
in their dog-like attributes, especially in snarling and biting.
¢ Fr. 21 D.
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