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BOOK VII

Cuaprer 1. ZENO (333-261 ®.C.)

Zevo, the son of Mnaseas (or Demeas), was a
native of Citium in Cyprus, a Greek city which bhad
received Phoenician settlers. He had a wry neck,
says Timotheus of Athens in his book On Lives.
Moreover, Apollonius of Tyre says he was lean,
fairly tall, and swarthy—hence some one called him
an Egyptian vine-branch, according to Chrysippus in
the first book of his Proverbs. He had thick legs;
he was flabby and delicate. Hence Persaeus in his
Convivial Reminiscences relates that he declined most
invitations to dinner. They say he was fond of eating
green figs and of basking in the sun.

He was a pupil of Crates, as stated above. Next
they say he attended the lectures of Stilpo and
Xenocrates for ten years—so Timocrates says in his
Dion—and Polemo as well. It is stated by Hecato
and by Apollonius of Tyre in his first book on Zeno
that he consulted the oracle to know what he should
do to attain the best life, and that the god’s response
was that he should take on the complexion of the
dead. Whereupon, perceiving what this meant, he
gtudied ancient authors, Now the way he came
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& Cynosura, Dog’s Tail, like Dog’s Head, Cynoscephalus,
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VII. 2-4. ZENO

across Crates was this. He was shipwrecked on a
voyage from Phoenicia to Peiracus with a cargo
of purple. He went up into Athens and sat
down in a bookseller’s shop, being then a man of
thirty. As he went on reading the second book
of Xenophon's Memorabilia, he was so pleased that
he inquired where men like Socrates were to be
found. Crates passed by in the nick of time, so
the bookseller pointed to him and said, ‘ Follow
yonder man.” From that day he became Crates’s
pupil, showing in other respects a strong bent for
philosophy, though with too much native modesty
to assimilate Cynic shamelessness. Hence Crates,
desirous of curing this defect in him, gave him a
potful of lentil-soup to carry through the Cera-
micus ; and when he saw that he was ashamed
and fried to keep it out of sight, with a blow of his
staff he broke the pot. As Zeno took to flight with
the lentil-soup flowing down his legs, “ Why run
away, my little Phoenician ? » quoth Crates, *‘ nothing
terrible has befallen you.”

For a certain space, then, he was instructed by
Crates, and when at this time he had written his
Republic, some said in jest that he had written it on
Cynosura, i.e.on the dog’s tail.% Besides the Republic
he wrote the following works :

Of Life according to Nature.
Of Impulse, or Human Nature.
Of Emotions.

Of Duty.

was the name of several promontories, notably one in Athens
and one in Salamis. Relatively to Cynicism, “hpldir}g on
by the dog’s tail” would seem a more appropriate inter-
pretation.
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e
a Qur word * colonnade * better describes a roofed build-

ing,
affor

supported at least on one side by pillars and thus
ding a public thoroughfare like an arcade or cloister,

but open to the sun and air. Owing, however, to the Latin
« norticus ” Zeno’s school has received in English literature

the appellation of *‘ the Porch.” 'I'he frescoes or pictures, wilh
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VII. 4+-5. ZENO

Of Law.

Of Greek Education.

Of Vision.

Of the Whole World.

Of Signs.

Pythagorean Questions.
Universals.

Of Varieties of Style.

Homeric Problems, in five books.
Of the Reading of Poetry.

There are also by him :

A Handbook of Rhetorie.
Solutions.

Two books of Refutations.
Recollections of Crates.
Ethics.

This is a list of his writings. But at last he left
Crates, and the men above mentioned were his
masters for twenty years. Hence he is reported to
have said, 1 made a prosperous voyage when 1
suffered shipwreck.” But others attribute this say-
ing of his to the time when he was under Crates.
A different version of the story is that he was
staying at Athens when he heard his ship was
wrecked and said, ¢ It is well done of thee, Fortune,
thus to drive me to philosophy.” But some say
that he disposed of his cargo in Athens, before he
turned his attention to philosophy.

He used then to discourse,pacing up and down in the
painted colonnade, which is also called the colonnade
or Portico @ of Pisianax, but which received its name
which the Stoa was adorned, made it in somesense the National
Gallery of Athens. For further information see by all means
Frazer’s note on Pausanias 1. 15 (vol. 1l pp. 189-137).
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1 §o Cobet: mss. read mpds Tods xihlovs Terpakogiovs, which

may be right though the expression is unusual. Cf. ¢ civium
ad mille quadringentos occisi.”
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END OF SAMPLE TEXT

The Complete Text can be found on our CD:
Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature
which can be purchased on our Website :
www.Brainfly.net
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