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BOOK IX

CraprEr 1. HERACLITUS

HeracLitus, son of Bloson or, according to some, of
Heracon, was a native of Ephesus. He flourished in
the 69th Olympiad.c He was lofty-minded beyond
all other men,’ and over-weening, as is clear from
his book in which he says: “ Much learning does
not teach understanding ; else would it have taught
Hesiod and Pythagoras, or, again, Xenophanes and
Hecataeus.”¢  ¥or ° this one thing is wisdom, to
understand thought, as that which guides all the
world everywhere.” ¢ And he used to say that
“ Homer deserved to be chased out of the lists and
beaten with rods, and Archilochus likewise.” ¢
Again he would say : “ There is more need to
extinguish insolence than an outbreak of fire,” f
and “ The people must fight for the law as for city-
walls.”” 9 He attacks the Ephesians, too, for banish-
ing his friend Hermodorus : hesays: “The Ephesians
on this characteristic of the Ephesian, for §§1-3 (excepting
two fragments cited in § 2) dwell on this single theme. As
to the criticism of Pythagoras cf. Clem. Alex. Strom. i

129 s.f., who, dealing with chronology, says that Heraclitus
was later than Pythagoras, for Pythagoras is mentioned by

him. ¢ Fr. 40 D., 16 B.
¢ Fr. 41 D., 19 B. ¢ Fr.42 D., 119 B.
 Fr, 43 Diy 103 Bs 9 Fr. 44 D., 100 B.
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DIOGENES LALRTIUS
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IX. 2-4. HERACLITUS

would do well to end their lives, every grown man
of them, and leave the city to beardless boys, for
that they have driven out Hermodorus, the worthiest
man among them, saying, ’ We will have none
who is worthiest among us ; or if there be any such,
let him go elsewhere and consort with others.”” @
And when he was requested by them to make laws,
he scorned the request because the state was already
in the grip of a bad constitution. He would retire
to the temple of Artemis and play at knuckle-bones
with the boys; and when the Fphesians stood
round him and looked on,  Why, you rascals,” he
said, ¢ are you astonished ? Is it not better to do this
than to take part in your civil life 2 7

Finally, he became a hater of his kind and wandered
on the mountains, and there he continued to live,
making his diet of grass and herbs. However, when
this gave him dropsy. he made his way back to the
city and put this riddle to the physicians, whether
they were competent to create a drought after heavy
rain. They could make nothing of this, whereupon
he buried himself in a cowshed, expecting that the
noxious damp humour would be drawn out of him
by the warmth of the manure. But, as even this was
of no avail, he died at the age of sixty.

There is a piece of my own about him as follows?:

Often have 1 wondered how it came about that Heraclitus
endured to live in this miserable fashion and then to die.
Tor a fell disease flooded his body with water, quenched the
light in his eyes and brought on darkness.

Hermippus, too, says that he asked the doctors
whether anyone could by emptying the intestines
draw off the moisture ; and when they said it was

@ Fr, 121 D., 114 B. > Apth. Pal. vil. 127,
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IX. 4-6. HERACLITUS

impossible, he put himself in the sun and bade his
servants plaster him over with cow-dung. Being
thus stretched and prone, he died the next day
and was buried in the market-place. Neanthes of
Cyzicus states that, being unable to tear off the
dung, he remained as he was and, being un-
recognizable when so transformed, he was devoured
by dogs. .

He was exceptional from his boyhood ; for when
a youth he used to say that he knew nothing, although
when he was grown up he claimed that he knew
everything. He was nobody’s pupil, but he declared
that he * inquired of himself,” ¢ and learned every-
thing from himself. Some, however, had said that
he had been a pupil of Xenophanes, as we learn
from Sotion, who also tells us that Ariston in his
book On Heraclitus declares that he was cured of
the dropsy and died of another disease. And
Hippobotus has the same story.

As to the work which passes as his, it is a con-~
tinuous treatise On Nature, but is divided into three
discourses, one on the universe, another on politics,
and a third on theology. This book he deposited in
the temple of Artemis and, according to some, he
deliberately made it the more obscure in order
that none but adepts should approach it, and
lest familiarity should breed contempt. Of our
philosopher Timon ? gives a sketch in these words®:

In their midst uprose shrill, cuckoo-like, a mob-reviler,
riddling Heraclitus.

Theophrastus puts it down to melancholy that
some parts of his work are half-finished, while
other parts make a strange medley. As a proof of
his magnanimity Antisthenes in his Successions of
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END OF SAMPLE TEXT

The Complete Text can be found on our CD:
Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature
which can be purchased on our Website :
www.Brainfly.net

or

by sending $64.95 in check or money order to :
Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net
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