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IX. 61-62. PYRRHO
Cuapter 11. PYRRHO (c. 360-270 B.c.)

Pyrrho of Elis was the son of Pleistarchus, as
Diocles relates. According to Apollodorus in his
Chronology, he was first a painter ; then he studied
under Stilpo’s son Bryson@: thus Alexander in his
Successions of Philosophers. Afterwards he joined
Anaxarchus, whom he accompanied on his travels
everywhere so that he even forgathered with the
Indian Gymnosophists and with the Magi. This led
him to adopt a most noble philosophy, to quote
Ascanius of Abdera, taking the form of agnosticism
and suspension of judgement. He denied that any-
thing was honourable or dishonourable, just or un-
just.? And so, universally, he held that there is
nothing really existent, but custom and convention
govern human action ; for no single thing is in itself
any more this than that.

Iie led a life consistent with this doctrine, going
out of his way for nothing, taking no precaution, but
facing all risks as they came, whether carts, precipices,
dogs or what not, and, generally, leaving nothing to
the arbitrament of the senses ; but he was kept out
of harm’s way by his friends who, as Antigonus of
Carystus tells us, used to follow close after him.
But Aenesidemus says that it was only his philosophy
that was based upon suspension of judgement, and
that he did not lack foresight in his everyday acts.
He lived to be nearly ninety.

This is what Antigonus of Carystus says of Pyrrho
in his book upon him. At first he was a poor and
unknown painter, and there are still some indifferent
the supposition that Pyrrho was a pupil of either Stilpo or
Bryson.

b {.. u parlicular act is no more just than unjust.
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@ Here Diels would insert in the text words which would
make the meaning ¢ easily moved by the applause of the
crowd and ambitious of fame.”
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IX. 62-64. PYRRHO

torch-racers of his in the gymmasium at Elis. He
would withdraw from the world and live in solitude,
rarely showing himself to his relatives ; this he did
because he had heard an Indian reproach Anaxarchus,
telling him that be would never be able to teach
others what is good while he himself danced attend-
ance on kings in their courts. He would maintain
the same composure at all times, so that, even if you
left him when he was in the middle of a speech, he
would finish what he had to say with no audience
but himself, although in his youth he had been
hasty.# Often, our informant adds, he would leave
his home and, telling no one, would go roaming
about with whomsoever he chanced to meet. And
once, when Anaxarchus fell into a slough, he passed
by without giving him any help, and, while others
blamed him, Anaxarchus himself praised his in-
difference and sang-froid.

On being discovered once talking to himself, he
answered, when asked the reason, that he was
training to be good. In debate he was looked down
upon by no one, for he could both discourse at length
and also sustain a cross-examination, so that even
Nausiphanes when a young man was captivated by
him: at all events he used to say that we should
follow Pyrrho in disposition but himself in doctrine ;
and he would often remark that Epicurus, greatly
admiring Pyrrho’s way of life, regularly asked
Lim for information about Pyrrho; and that he
was so respected by his native city that they
made him high priest, and on his account they
voted that all philosophers should be exempt from

taxation.
Moreover, there were many who emulated his
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IX. 64-67. PYRRHO

abstention from affairs, so that Timon in his Pytho @
and in his Sill; ? says®:
O Pyrrho, O aged Pyrrho, whence and how
Found’st thou escape from servitude to sophists,
Their dreams and vanities ; how didst thou loose
The bonds of trickery and specious craft ?
Nor reck’st thou to inquire such things as these,
What breezes circle Hellas, to what end,
And from what quarter each may chance to blow.

And again in the Concetts % :

This, Pyrrho, this my heart is fain to know,

Whence peace of mind to thee doth freely flow,

Why among men thou like a god dost show ?

Athens honoured him with her citizenship, says
Diocles, for having slain the Thracian Cotys. He
lived in fraternal piety with his sister, a midwife, so
says Eratosthenes in his essay On Wealth and Poverty,
now and then even taking things for sale to market,
poultry perchance or pigs, and he would dust the
things in the house, quite indifferent as to what
he did. They say he showed his indifference by
washing a porker. Once he got enraged in his
sister’s cause (her name was Philista), and he told
the man who blamed him that it was not over a
weak woman that one should display indifference.
When a cur rushed at him and terrified him, he
answered his critic that it was not easy entirely to
strip oneself of human weakness ; but one should
strive with all one’s might against facts, by deeds
if possible, and if not, in word.
They say that, when septic salves and surgical

and caustic remedies were applied to a wound he
had sustained, he did not so much as frown. Timon

a The citation from the Pytho is lost. b Fr. 48 D.
o 71 1i. 196 5 Od. xvi. 465. ¢ Ir. 67 D.
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e Jl. vi. 146. b 7l xxi. 106 f.

¢ Here, it would seem, the materials which can be traced
to Antigonus of Carystus come to an end. The source of
the long passage §§ 69-108, with which must go the Sceptical
Succession, §§ 115-116, is not cbvious. It may be supposed
that D. L. with his seeming partiality for the school (¢f.
§ 109) has here taken pains to collect as much new material
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