A

DISSERTATION

ON THE

GREEK and ROMAN CHARACTERS.

SAID, in the forty firft note, that it might be proved, by the
2 authority of the beft ancient writers, and the concurrent teftimony
% of the moft authentic infcriptions, that the ancient Greek, and
modern Roman charalters were, originally, the fame. I begin with
the authority of the ancient writers. * Pliny, in {peaking of the ori-
gin of letters, fays 5 Veteres Gracas (literas) jfuiffe eafdem pend
“ qua nunc {unt Latinz, indicio erit Delphica tabula antiqui @ris, quzE
¢ ¢ft hodie in palatio, dono principum Minerva dicata in bibliothec4
¢ cum infcriptione tali;

NAVSIKRAT E5. TISANVMENO, AQENAIOS, ANEGEKEN. }

If the reader turns to this paflage in Pliny, he will ind a great ab-
furdity in all the editions: That author proves, by this Greek in-
{eription in Latin charaters, that the old Greek and Latin letters were,

2 Nat, Hit. B. vii. c. 58,

Vou, 1L Pp | nearly,
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nearly, the fame ; but all the editions give this infcription in commo.
Greck charaders, which proves, directly, the contrary. The great

» Scaliger gives the infcription thus;

| NAVSIKRATES. TISAMENO. ATHENALOS.

" 1f the reader pleafes to conipare the chiaractérs made ale of by me,
with the old Ionic infcriptions prefently to be exhibited, he will fee
the reafon why I have differed from that great man. The next au-
thority I {hall make ufe of is That of <Tacitus, who, in giving the
reafons, that induced Claadius to add three letters to the Roman al-
phabet, fays; Aborigines Arcade ab Evandro didicerunt. Lt forme
[iteris Latinis, quee wveterrimis Grecorum. This paffage, not only,
proves my affertion, but, alfo, confirms what ® our author has, already,
told us, viz. That Evander was the firft perfon, who introduced the
ufe of letters into Italy. © He had, before, fixed the arrival of Evan-
‘der in that country to the fixtieth year before the Trojan war., Thefe
tetters had been brought into Greece by Cadmus from Pheenicia, as
we find by * Herodotus, who fays that he himfelf faw {everal infcrip-
tions in thefe Cadmean letters on tripods in the temple of the Ifmenian
Apollo at Thebes in Baotia. Thefe infcriptions are three ;. and, as
they contain Greek verfes of very great antiquity, the firft being about
five hundred years older than Homer, I fhall give them in the old
Yonic charadters, in which they were, certainly, ingraved; becaufe
Herodotus fays the Cadmean letters, in which they were written, bore
a very near refemblance to the Ionic chara@ers, Ta woAAw spoi soijes

T T WYIROIT L

b J5 his notes on Eufebius. ¢ Anpal. B. xi, c. 14, a-See B, i. ¢ 33
¢ ib, ¢, 3%. f In. Terplichore, ¢ 58, and 5.
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LAMHITRYON MANETHEKEN. EQN, AT0. TELEBOAON.
2. SKAI0S. TYAMAKHEON, ME. HEKEBOLOI_ATOLLONI.

NIKESAS, ANETHEKE. TEIN. TERIKALLES. AAALMA.

3. LAODAMAS. TRITOD. AVTON. EVSKOTOIATOLLONI.
MONARKHEON. ANETHEKE. TEIN. FERIKALLES, AMALM.

I muft, agnin, defire the reader to compare thefe letters with the
old Ionic charatters, in the following infcriptions 5 after which, I be-
lieve he will be of opinion that the letters I have made ufe of refem-
ble more thofe chara&lers, and, confequently, the Roman letters, than
‘Thefe, in which Scaliger has exhibited thefe verfes. I have, alfo, dif-
fered from him in writing J\/‘OJVﬁPFHE.OJV, with a fingle O, in
the firft fyllable, inftead of an Omicron Tpfilon, which he has made
ufe of, becaufe I find, by the Herodian infcription, that O fupplies
the .place of OT, not only in the end of a word, but, alfo, in the
beginning of it; as ¢'ew for ovdeam.  The arrival of Cadmus in Greece,
which was attended with the introduction of letters into that country,
was too remarkable an ®ra to have efcaped the notice of the € Parian
marble, where it is fet down in thefe words ; AQ" £ Kadusg ¢ Ayopes etg
OnCag aQindlo waa ypnopov, % exlice vy Kaduear &y XHHIFIT BaciAcvoros
Abpaw Au@iiuoves, By this, Cadmus arrived in Greece 310 years be-
fore the taking of Troy, "and 23 before Mofes led the Hraelites out
of Aioypt. We have, now, feen by whom, and when, letters were
introduced among a people who, certainly, made a better ufe of them
than any other nation in the world. Let us, next, confider what
thefe letters were, and, then, compare them with the Roman letters ;
by which, it will appear that thefe are the fame, or, nearly, the fame
in their power, their order, and their fhape with Thofe, brought into

¢ Epoch, 7. h Selden’s canon chron.,

Ppo2 Greece
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Greece by Cadmus.  The reader has, already, obferved that Hero-

]

dotus {ays the Cadmean characters he faw in the temple of Apolio at
Thebes were very like the Tonic letters: The reaton of this he bad,
“inft before, affigned; which was, that the Ionians, being neighbours
to the Phoenicians, notin Afia Minor, as it is generally thought, but
years after the ar-
rival of Cadmus in that country) they learned the ufs of letiers from
them; and, fince the Pheenicians had brought thefe Iztters into Greace,
they did them the juftice to call the letters they made ufe of, though
with a {mall variation, Pheenician letters. It was neceffary to pre-
mife this, in order to juftify the ufe I fhall make of the Ionic infcrip-
tions: The firft will be Thofe on two pillars, once belonging to IHe-
rodes Atticus, a man of learning in the time of Trajan, and now to
be fcen in the palace Farnefe. I (hall take thefe from a tranfeript of
them exhibited in a'letier from a young Englith painter at Rome to
his father at London, in which letter the anthor fays thefe inferip-
tions were communicated to him by a learned friend of his father to
be tranfinitted to the latter. The reafon of my taking thefe infcrip-
tions from this letter, is, becaufe they are much more elegantly tran-
fcribed there, thap in the delineations given of them either by Scaliger,
Gruter, or Montfaucon; the laft has cenfured Scaliger for afferting
that thefe Ionic chara@ers were in common ufe {o late as the time of
Herodes Asticus; and ™ fays that no traces of them are to be found
in any monuments, but in Thofe of great antiquity before the time
of Alexander the Great: For which reafon, he is of opinion that
Hercdes Atticus, who was a man of learning, and a lover of anti-
uity, coufed thele inferiptions, which exhibit the old Ionic letters,
o be ingraved on pillars in his Triopian Villa, in order to perpetuate
hofe characters. Thefe infcriptions, therefore, I fhall make ule of,

i Herodot, Terpfich. ¢. 58.. ® Parian Marb. epoch. 7, and 28. Seld. canon
chrom. 1 Letter 224d. w Palzogr. Grac. p. 140
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The nest is an Athenian infeription given by " Montfaucon: It is writ-
ten, like the two firf}, in old Ionic charaders (which thews thiy
were in common ufe at the time of this infcription) and may be,
thus, tranflated 3 The wmames of the Aibenians belonging to the tribe
Erechtbiis, who loff their lives in the wars of Cyprus, Agypt, Phanicia,
Halize, and /Egina: The three words, that follow, are at the head
of fo many columns, on which are ingraved the names of the flain.
in order to fupport the authenticity of this infcription, Montfaucon has
tranlcribed the relations, given by Thucydides of thefe wars, From
all which, that learned monk concludes that this monument was
ereCted ° in the time of the Pelsponnefian war. In this I cannot agree
with him ; becaufe every one of the battles, mentioned in the in-
feription, happened feveral years before that war, and are related by
Thucydides among the military operations of the Greeks, and Barba-
tians, which, he himfelf fays, fell out during the 5o years, tvar iy
tervened between the retreat of Xerxes, and the beginning of the Pelp-
ponnefian war, After Thucydides has given an account of all the
battles, mentioned in the infcription, he has thefe words; ? radla
Svumanla ioa empafoy ot EAApec wpog T8 AANIAES, uas woog 7oy Baplagoy, sy
vélo e dlscs welanodle paisa, pilafu Tig Te Eeols aveywpeens, nas vag apxs
v8de 72 worewy,  And we find, by him, that, after the Athenians had
reduced Eubcea (the reduction of which was fubfequent to all the
battles referred to in the infcription) they made a® truce of 30 years
with the Lacedemonians ; and that, in the "14th year of this truce,
the latter refolved upon the Peloponnefian war, or, which is the fame
thing, that the 30 years truce was diffolved.  The inferiptions on the
two Macedonian coins, exhibited alfo by * Montfaucon, are the next,
and laft infcriptions I {hall make ufe of : 'The frft is fuppofed to be

x Id. ib“‘P"‘KSS' o Id' ib' P' 134" P B' i' C. 118“ q Bo iz C, 1159
* ib. ¢ 87.. s Palzogr, Grac. p, 122,
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