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THE SIXTH BOOK.

"B YHE confuls of the following year, who were Aulus
Sempronius Atratinus, and Marcus Minucius, en-
tered upon their magiftracy in the feventy firft
Olympiad, in which Tificrates of Croton won the prize of
the ftadium, Hipparchus being archon at Athens; and,
during their confulthip, performed no adion either of a
military, or civil nature, worthy the notice of hiftory (for
the truce with the Latines gave them a long refpite from
foreign wars ; and the injunéion, decreed by the fenate,
againft the exa&ion of debts, till the war, that was expected,
thould be, fecurely, terminated, quicted the difturbances
raifed in the city by the poor, who defired to be difcharged
of their debts by a public a&.) However, they procured a
decree of the fenate to be paffed, granting power both to
the Latin women, who were married to men of worth,
and diftin@ion among the Romans, and to the Roman
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2 ROMAN ANTIQUITIES OF Book V1,

women married to Latines, either to ftay with their huf-
bands, or to return home; and it was, alfo, ordered that the
male children fhould remain with their fathers, and the
fernale, and unmarried thould follow their mothers : For it
happened that a great many women, through the affinity,
and friendfhip fubfifting between the two nations, had con-
tradted marriages in one another’s cities. The women,
having this liberty granted to them by the decree of the
fenate, thewed how fond they were of living at Rome:
For almoft all the Roman women, who lived in the Latin
cities, left their hufbands, and returned to their fathers;
and all the Latin women, who were married to Romans,
except two, defpifed their country, and ftaid with their
hufbands: A happy omen foretelling which of the two
nations {hould be vi€orious in the war. Under thefe con-
fuls, they fay, the temple was confecrated to Saturn, upon
the afcent, leading from the forum to the capitol, and
annual * feftivals, and facrifices were appointed to be per-
forraed at the public expence: They add that, before this,
the altar, built by Hercules, ftood there, upon which, the
perfons, who had the fuperintendance of theft holy cere-

ANNOTATIONS on the Sixth Boox.

« Eodlas. Thefe were the Sasurnalis, called Juvenalis. ®Livy, allo, places
which, after the reformation of the the dedication of the temple of Saturn,
calender by Julius Caefar, were cele-  and the inftitution of the Sarurnalia,
brated on the fixteenth of the calends wunder thefe confulsy bis confilibus ( 4.
of January (the feventeenth of Decem-  Sempronio, et M. Minucic) aedes Sa-
ber) They confifted of four days only, surng dedicata : Sawurnalia inHiutus
il * Caligula added a fifth, which he feftus dics.

# Sueton. Life of Caligula, ¢, 17, bB.ilc, 21,
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monies committed to them by Hercules, {acrificed burnt-
offerings, as firft fruits, according to the cuftom of the Greeks.
Some hiftorians write thatthis temple was infcribed with the
name of Titus Lartius, the conful of the former year; others,
with That of Tarquinius, who was expelled the kingdom :
And that Poftumus Cominius confecrated the temple purfu-
ant to a decree of thefenate. Thefe confuls, therefore, as I
{aid, had the opportunity of enjoying a profound peace.

II. They were fucceeded in the confulthip by Aulus
Poftumius, and Titus Virginius : Under whom, the truce
for a year with the Latines expired: And great prepara-
tions for the war were made by both nations. All the
common people of Rome entered into the war willingly,
and with great chearfulnefls : But the greateft part of the
Latines fhewed a coldnefs to the undertaking, and were
forced into it ; the men of power in the cities, being almoft
all corrupted with bribes, and promifes by Tarquinius, and
Mamilius; and thofe among the common people, who were
diffatisfied with the war, excluded from a fhare in the public
counfels: For {fuch of them, as defired to be heard in their
affemblies, could not, even, obtain it. Upon which, many,
refenting this ufage, left their cities, and deferted to the
Romans : For the men, who had poffeffed themfelves of
the power in every city, did not chufe to put a flop to this;
but thought themfelves much obliged to their adverfaries
for {ubmitting to a voluntary banithment. Thefe the Ro-
mans received, and fuch of them, as came with their wives,
and children, they employed in defending the city, diftri-
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buting them among the centuries appointed for that purpofe
And the reft they fent into the fortreffes near the city ; and,
dividing them among their colonies, took care they fhould
create no difturbance. All men being of opinion that the
prefent junéure, again, required the adminiftration of a
fingle perfon at liberty to a& according to his own fenfe of
things, and fubje& to give no account of his adions, Aulus
Poftumius, the younger of the confuls, was appointed dicta-
tor by his collegue Virginius: And, according to the ex-
ample of the former dictator, created Titus Acebutius Elva
his general of horfe. And, having, in a fhort time, lifted
all the Romans, who were arrived to the age of manhood,
he divided his army into four parts ; one of which he himfelf
took the command of; another he gave to his collegue
Virginius; the third, to Aebutius, general of the horfe;
and left the command of the fourth to Aulus Sempronius,
whom he appointed to guard the city.

III. After the diQator had prepared every thing, that
was neceflary for the war, his fcouts brought him word that
the Latines had taken the field with all their forces: And,
prefently, others informed him that they had, by ftorm,
poffefled themfelves of a firong place, called * Corbio, in
which there was a {mall garrifon of the Romans; all of
whom they put to the fword ; and, being mafters of the
place, they made it the feat of the war. But the number
of {laves, and cattle they found in the country, except Thofe
taken at Corbio, was not anfwerable to their expe@ation

#+ KopGuva, In Liatin, Cordio, a town lying to the nosth of mount Algidus.

the
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the hufbandmen having, long before, removedall they could of
both into the neighbouring fortreffes: However, the enemy
fet fire to the houfes they had abandoned, and laid wafte
the country.  After they had taken the field, a freth army
arrived at their camp from 3 Antium, the moft confiderable
city of the Volfcian nation, with arms, corn, and every thing
clfe, that was neceffary for carrying on the war. This raifed
their confidence to a great degree, and gave them room to
hope that, now the city of Antium had fet the example, all
‘the Volfci would join them with their forces. Poftumius,
being informed of thefe things, marched out, prefently,
againft the enemy, with a defign to fall upon them before
all their forces were affembled : And, having made a forced
march in the night, advanced near the Latines, who lay
incamped in a ftrong poft, near the lake, called * Regillus;
and he himfelf incamped above them on a hill, that was
high, and difficult of accefs : Where, if he continued, he
was {ure to have great advantages over the enemy.

IV. The generals of the Latines, O&avius of Tufculum,
the fon-in-law, or, as fome write, the fon of the fon-in-law
of Tarquinius, the late king, and Sextus "Tarquinius. (for
they happened, at that time, to be incamped afunder) joined
their forces ; and, affembling the tribunes, and centurions,
they confidered with them in what manner they fhould

s+ B2 Avlis. See the fifty feventh an- it lay in the territory of the Tufaﬂani;
gotation on the fourth book. ad Lacum Regillum, in agro Tufcu-

4+ Tape Aipvy Pulinng. This is the lano, agmini boftinin OCCUTTEV UL, It is,.
Lacus Regillus, near which thisremark-  now, called, ¢ Lago di S. Prafjeda.

able battle was fought: ¢Livy fays

¢B.il. ¢ 19, d Cluver, Ital. Antiq. B.iil.c. 4.
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