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INTRODUCTION

__On the strength of his Aristotelian Paraphrases ”
Themistius may be called a scholar, though hardly
a philosopher as he himself claimed. Technically he
was a Sophist: that is to say he gave public lectures
(émdeifas), wrote exercises after the Sophistic
pattern and went on embassies, which were entrusted
to him solely on account of his persuasive charm.
But he insisted that he was no Sophist, because he
took no fees! and styled himself a practical philoso-
pher.2 He was indifferent to the Neo-Platonic
philosophy,® and, since Constantius made him a
Senator, he cannot have betrayed any zeal for the
Pagan religion. From Julian’s Pagan restoration he
seems to have held aloof, and, though Julian had
been his pupil, probably at Nicomedia, he did not
appoint him to any office. Under the Christian
Emperor Theodosius he held a prefecture. There is
no evidence for a positive coolness, such as Zeller+
assumes, between Themistius and Julian, and we
know too little of their relations to assert with some
critics that the respectful tone of this letter is
ironical.® It was probably written after Julian had

1 Themistius 260 ¢, 345 c.

2 945 p. 3 33, 295 B. 4 Vol. 5, p. T42.

5 Libanius Epistle 1061 mentions an Oration by Themistius
in praise of Julian, but this is not extant.
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become Emperor, though there is nothing in it that
would not suit an earlier date; it is sometimes
assigned to 355 when Julian was still Caesar. The
quotations from Aristotle are appropriately addressed
to Themistius as an Aristotelian commentator.
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IOTATANOT ATTOKPATOPOS,

OEMISTIOI $1A030401
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1 Sza:rnlua’q"wv l\yaber, ﬁmyrma/'rwu Hertlefn, MSS
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I earnesTLY desire to fulfil your hopes of me even
as you express them in your letter, but I am afraid I
shall fall short of them, since the expectations you
have raised both in the minds of others, and still
more in your own, are beyond my powers. There
was a time when I believed that I ought to try
to rival men who have been most distinguished for
excellence, Alexander, for instance, or Marcus;! but
I shivered at the thought and was seized with terror
lest I should fail entirely to come up to the courage
of the former, and should not make even the least
approach to the latter’s perfect virtue. With this in
mind 1 convinced myself that I preferred a life of
leisure, and I both gladly recalled the Attic manner
of living, and thought wmyself to be in sweet
accord with you who are my friends, just as those
who carry heavy burdens lighten their labour by
singing.? ~ But by your recent letter you have in-
creased my fears, and you point to an enterprise in
every way more difficult. You say that God has
placed me in the same position as Heracles and
Dionysus of old who, being at once philosophers and

1 The Emperor Marcus Aurelius.

AZ Apparently an echo of Dio Chrysostom, Oration 1. 9,
Arnink,

203



LETTER TO THEMISTIUS

oxedov Ths émimrohalolons rarias avaxaBaips- 254
pevor yiy Te kal OdharTav. kelebeis 8¢ mwhoav
b ’ ~ 3 A € 7
amooeLs duevoy o)q))u;ql evvowar  kal pgoTévs
gromely, omaws Ths Umobécews afinws dywviotuelar
b ~ ~ ~
elta ém’ abrols Tdv vopolerdv pépuvmoa, 2.6 wvos,
IerrakoD, Avkolpyov, rkal Tovrwy amdvrov wel-
v s
~ 4 -~ /! A 3 ’
Sova xpivar map’ Hudv NMyes Tods avBpdmouvs év
/ ~ 4 / -~
Step viv Tepiubvew. ToilTois éyw Tols Adyois
hj \ 3 4 ~ A \ \ (3 ’
evTuywy éfemAdyny HEpOUT GOl uev yap vmeldu- B
3 ~ A\ 4 A -
Bavov olbauds Oeurrov xolaxevew 7 Yreddecba,
b} ~ 8\ 8\ 7 \ 4 8 14
cpavTe Oe ovveldws pioews ulv Evexa Suadépov
,8\ s bd b ~ b4 ~ L4 ’ ; x
ovoey ovte €& apxfis otre vy UmdpEav, diko-
4 ) 4 ! \ \ 3 14 ~
codlas 8¢ épaclévre povor” Tas yap év péogp oryd
/ 4 \ ) ~ 3 ~ 4
TUXaS, at poi Tov épwTa TobTOV dTEN) Téws
3y /- 3 3 3 e Al Ay ~
épuralar ovk elxov olv 8, 7i xpy wepl Tow
T0L0UTWY Noywv gupfBaiely, Ews émi voiv fyayer
0 Oebs, paj wore dpa mpoTpémety d0éhers 81 Téw C
-~ -~ 1 ’ ES
éraivay kal TOV dydvov Selfar To péyebos, ols
~ 4 ~ ~
avdyrn waca Tov év mokitela Ldvta wapaBeBrs-
!
obat Tov dravra ypdvov.
~ A b 7 14 b3 7 A by \
Toiro 8¢ dmworpémovrds éore mhéov 3 mpds Tov
~ \ v A\ \
Blov wapopudvros. daomep yap el Tis Tov wopfudy
~ ~ 14 3 A
Tov wap’ vuiv mAéwy kal o08é TobTov padiws ol8e
7 1
eUKOAMWS UPLoTApEros aKovoL Tapd Tov pavTiyy
/ ¢ Ay LY by
émraryyeNopévov  Téxvmy, Gs ypeww alTov Tov D
~ ~ A\ ’ AY ~ b4
Alyaioy dvaperpijoar kal Tov léviov xai s &w
X ~ A A e
fardoans dracOar, kai *“ Nov pév” opds 6 mpo-
\ 7 3 AN !
diTns Méyor ““ Telyn kai Nepbvas, éxel 8¢ yevouevos

204



LETTER TO THEMISTIUS

kings, purged almost the whole earth and sea of the
evils that infested them. You bid me shake off all
thought of leisure and inactivity that I may prove
to be a good soldier worthy of so high a destiny.
And besides those examples you go on to remind me
of law-givers such as Solon, Pittacus, and Lycurgus,
and you say that men have the right to expect from
me now greater things than from any of these.
When 1 read these words I was almost dumb-
founded ; for on the one hand I was sure that it was
unlawful for you as a philosopher to flatter or deceive ;
on the other hand I am fully conscious that by nature
there is nothing remarkable about me—there never
was from the first nor has there come to be now,—
but as regards philosophy I have only fallen in love
with it (I say nothing of the fates that have inter-
vened ! to make that love so far ineffectual). I could
not tell therefore how I ought to interpret such ex-
pressions, until God brought it into my mind that
perhaps by your very praises you wished to exhort
me, and to point out how great are those trials to
which a statesman must inevitably be exposed every
day of his life.

But your method is more likely to discourage than
to make one eager for such an existence. Suppose that
a man were navigating your strait,2 and were finding
even that none too easy or safe, and then suppose some

_professional soothsayer should tell him that he would
have to traverse the Aegaean and then the Ionian
Sea, and finally embark on the outer sea. Here,”
that prophet would say, “you see towns and harbours,

i+ Euripides, Orestes 16.
2 The Bosporus; Themistius was probably at Constanti-
nople.
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END OF SAMPLE TEXT

The Complete Text can be found on our CD:
Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature
which can be purchased on our Website :
www.Brainfly.net

or

by sending $64.95 in check or money order to :
Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
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