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INTRODUCTION

Or the manifestoes addressed by Julian to Rome,
Sparta, Corinth, and Athens, defending his acceptance
of the title of Emperor and his open rupture with
Constantius, the last alone survives. It was written
in Illyricum in 361, when Julian was on the march
against Constantius, and is the chief authority for
the events that led to his elevation to the Imperial
rank. Julian writes to the Athenians of the fourth
Christian century as though they still possessed the
influence and standards of their forefathers. KHe
was well known at Athens, where he had studied
before his elevation to the Caesarship and he was
anxious to clear himself in the eyes of the citizens.
For the first time he ventures to speak the truth
about Constantius and to describe the latter’s
ruthless treatment of his family. His account of the
revolution at Paris is supplemented by Ammianus
90, Zosimus 3. 9, and the Epitaph on Julian by
Libanius.
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LETTER TO THE SENATE AND
PEOPLE OF ATHENS.

Many were the achievements of your forefathers
of which you are still justly proud, even as they
were of old; many were the trophies for victories
raised by them, now for all Greece in common,
now separately for Athens herself, in those days
when she contended single-handed against all the
rest of Greece as well as against the barbarian:
but there was no achievement and no display of
courage on your part so prodigious that other
cities cannot in their turn rival it. For they too
wrought some such deeds in alliance with you, and
some on their own account. And that I may not by
recalling these and then balancing them be thought
either to pay more honour to one state than to another
in the matters in which they are your rivals, or
to praise less than they deserve those who proved
inferior, in order to gain an advantage, after the
maaner of rhetoricians, I desire to bring forward on
your behalf only this fact to which I can discover no-
thing that can be set against it on the part of the other
Greek states, and which has been assigned to you by
ancient tradition. When the Lacedaemonians were
in power you took that power away from them not
by violence but by your reputation for justice; and

243



LETTER TO THE ATHENIANS

\ A 3 ’ 1 34 3 3 e~
kai Tov "ApioTeldny Tov Slkator of wap’ Oulv
4 ’ ~
é0pélravro vopor. rkairor ye Tabra oltws dvra
hY ? ~
Napwmps Terpipia Sua hapmporépwy olmal THY
f w
s o 5 ’ \ \ \ 14
épyov Opws émoTwoacfe. TO pév yap Sofar
4 ~
dikaroy lows dv T kai Yevdds ovuBaly, ral
Tuxor o mapddofor v wolhols Qaihors &va
vevéaOar cmovdalov. 4 wap odyl kal wapd
M#dots duveltal Tis Anixns "ABapls e év
< 4 k]
TrepBopéors wal *Avdyapois év Zxitbais; tmép
wv TovTo Y avpacTov, 8Ti wapd Tols &Sikw-
4 4 4 A 4
TATOIS yeyovoTes €Qveat Ty Sikny Suws éripnoa,
\ A 3 -~ c \ ~ ’ 4 14
Tow pev a\nfas, o 8¢ Ths XPELAS XAPLY TALTTO-
pevos.  Sfuov 8¢ Bhov kai wéhw épagTas Epywv
AY ’ 4 3 ~ 3 ¢ ~ 3 ot
kal Noywv Oikaiwy éfw Ths map Uuiv od padiov
¢ -~ 7 A\ is ~ e N ~ 3 4 I
evpelv.  Bovhopar 8¢ Uuds évos TOY map Tuiv
TOAMDY ye SvTev Epywr Umouviioair. OeuiaTo-
KhNéous yap pera Ta Mndika qyvouny eloyyelabar
4 A ’ ~
Siavoovuérov NdOpa ratapMfar Ta vewpia THY
, . s s .
‘EAMfpov, elta py ToubdvTOs eis Tov SfHuow
A ~ 4 \ > !
Néyew, évi 8¢ opoNoy0DUTOS TIOTEVTEW TO ATOPPN-
k) o} I'4 / —
Tov, Bvrep dv o Ofuos yeLpoTevioas TPOENTAL,
/- by NI A ’A - /8 . ¢ 82
mpovBdheTo wév 6 Sfjpos Tov “ApioTeidnyt o O¢
~ 4 bl4 Y A 4 IS
drovoas Ths yvouns Expuwire pév To  pnbév,
- 14
eEdpeyre 88 els Tov Sfpor, @s obTe AUgLTENETTEPOY
~ 7/ \
otire adukdrepov eln Te ToD [PovievpaTes' kai

244



LETTER TO THE ATHENIANS

it was your laws that purtured Avistides the Just.
Moreover, brilliant as were these proofs of your
virtue, you confirmed them by still more brilliant
actions. For to be reputed just might perhaps
happen to any individual even though it were not
true ; and perhaps it would not be surprising that
among many worthless citizens there should be found
one virtuous man. For even among the Medes
is not a certain Deioces! celebrated, and Abaris 2
too among the Hyperboreans, and Anacharsis 3 among
the Scythians? And in their case the surprising
thing was that, born as they were among nations
who knew nothing of justice, they nevertheless
prized justice, two of them sincerely, though the
third only pretended to do so out of self-interest.
But it would be hard to find a whole people and
city enamoured of just deeds and just words except
your own. And I wish to remind you of one out
of very many such deeds done in your city. After
the TPersian war Themistocles* was planning to
introduce a resolution to set fire secretly to the
naval arsenals of the Greeks, and then did not dare
to propose it to the assembly; but he agreed to
confide the secret to any one man whom the people
should elect by vote ; and the people chose Aristides
to represent them. But he when he heard the
scheme did not reveal what he had been told, but
reported to the people that there could be nothing
more profitable or more dishonest than that advice.

! The first King of Media ; reigned 709-636 ».c.

2 A priest of Apollo whose story and date are uncertain,

3 A Scythian prince who visited Athens at the end of the
gixth century B.¢. ; of. Cicero, Tusculan Disputations b, 32

Lucian, Anacharsis.
4+ The story is told in Platarch, Themastocles.
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