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for the greatest, since he had found his feelings towards his
mother and ehildren to be those of a prince, not of a foe; that
he had been more happy in his enemy than in his relations,
for by his enemy life had been granted to his mother and
children, but taken from himself by his relatives, to whom he
bhad given both life and kingdoms; and that such a requital
must therefore be made them as his conqueror shonld please.
For himself, that he made the only return to Alexander which
he could at the point of death, by praying to the gods above
and below, and the powers that protected kings, that the
empire of the world might fall to his lot. That he desired
the favour of a decent rather than a magnificent funeral ; and,
as to avenging his death, it was not his cause alone that was
concerned, but precedent, and the common cause of all kings,
which it would be both dishonourable and dangerous for him
to neglect; since, in regard to vengeance, the interests of
justice were affected, and, in regard to precedent, those of the
general safety. To this effect he gave him his right hand,
as the only pledge of a king’s faith to be conveyed to Alex-
ander.” Then, stretching out his hand, he expired.

When this intelligence was communicated to Alexander, he
went to see the body of the dead monarch, and contemplated
with tedrs a death so unsuitable to his dignity. He also
directed his corpse to be buried as that of a king, and his
relics to be conveyed to the sepulchres of his ancestors.

BOOK XII.

Greece resumes hostilities in Alexander’s absence, T.—Expedition of
Alexander, king of Epirus, into Italy; Scythia invaded, IL.—
Alexander's luxury ; Thalestris ; Alexander assumes the Persian
dress, TIL—Effects of his eonduct on his troops; his mode of
conciliating them, IV.—Parmenio and Philotas put to death;
further conquests of Alexander; Bessus delivered up to justice,
V.—Death of Clitus; Alexander’s grief, VI1.— Alexander’s pride 3
his march to the east; his ardour to surpass Bacchus and
Hercules, VIL— Overcomes Porus, VIIL,—His danger smong the
Sygambri; reaches the mouth of the Indus; marries Statira, IX.
X.—_His munificence ; he suppresses a mutiny ; death of Hephea-
tion, XI. XII.— Alexander poisoned by the contrivance of Anti-
pater, XIIL. XIV.—His death, XV.—His eulogy, XVL

ALEXANDER interred the soldiers, whom he 'had lost ‘in
the pursuit of Darius, at great expense, and distributed thire
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geon thousand talents among the rest that attended him in
that expedition. Of the horses, the greater part were killed
by the heat; and those that survived were rendered unfit for
service. All the treasure, amounting to a hundred and ninety
thousand talents, was conveyed to Fcbatana, and Parmenio
was entrusted with the charge of it. In the midst of these
proceedings, letters from Antipater in Macedonia were brought
to Alexander, in which the war of Agis king of Sparta in
Greece, that of Alexander king of Epirus in Italy. and that of
Zopyrion his own licutenant-general n Scythia, weve commu-
nicated. At this news he was affected with various emotions,
but felt more joy at learning the deaths of two rival kings,
than sorrow at the loss of Zopyrion and his army.

After the departure of Alexander from Macedonia, almost
all Greece, as if to take advantage of the opportunity for
recovering their liberty, had risen in arms, yielding, in that
respect, to the influence of the Lacedsemonians, who alone
had rejected peace from Philip and Alexander, and had
scorned the terms on which it was offered. The leader in this
insurrection was Agis, king of the Lacedmmonians, but Anti-
pater, assembling an army, suppressed the commotion in its
infancy. The slaughter, however, was great on both sides;
for king Agis, when he saw his men taking to flight, dismissed
his guards, and, that he might seem inferior to Alexander in
fortune only, not in valour, made such a havoc among the
enemy, that he sometimes drove whole troops before him. At
last, overpowered by numbers, he fell superior to all in glory.

TI. Alexander, too, the king of Epirus, having been invited
into Italy by the Tarentines, who desired his assistance against
the Bruttians, had gone thither as eagerly as if, in a division
of the world, the east had fallen by lot to Alexander, the son
of his sister Olympias, and the west to himself, and as if he
was likely to have not less to do in Italy, Africa, and Sicily,
than Alexander in Asia and Persia. To this was added, that
gs the oracle at Delphi had forewarned Alexander the Great
against treachery in Macedonia, so that of Jupiter at Dodona
had admonished the other Alexander © to beware of the city
Pandosia and the river Acheron ;” and as both these were in
Fpirus, and he was ignorant that they were also to be found
in Ttaly, he had the more eagerly fixed on this foreign expe-

dition, in hope of escaping the dangers signified i the warn
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ing. On his arrival in Italy, his first contest was with the
Apulians ; but when he learned the destiny appointed to their
city, he soon concluded a peace and alliance with their king.
The chief city of the Apulians, at that time, was Brundusium,
which a party of Ztolians that followed Diomede, a leader
rendered famous and honourable by his achievements at Troy,
had founded ; but being expelled by the Apulians, and having
recourse to some oracle, they received for answer that * they
would possess for ever the place which they had sought to re-
cover.” On this ground they demanded of the Apulians that
their city should be restored, threatening them with war unless
the demand should be complied with. DBut the oracle be-
coming known to the Apulians, they put the ambassadors to
death, and buried them in the city, that they might have a
perpetual abode there; and, having thus given the oracle & ful-
filment, they long kept possession of the city. Alexander,
hearing of this occurrence, and having great respect for the
oracles of antiquity, made an end of hostilities with the
Apulians.

He engaged also in war with the Bruttians and Lucanians,
and captured several cities; and he formed treaties and alli-
ances with the Metapontines, Pediculans, and Romans. But
the Bruttians and Lucanians, having collected reinforcements
from their neighbours, renewed the war with fresh vigour;
when the king was slain near the city Pandosia and the river
Acheron, not knowing the name of the fatal place before he
gl in it, and understanding, as he was expiring, that the
death, for fear of which he had fed from his country, had not
been to be dreaded in his country. The Thurians ransomed
his body at the public expense, and buried it.

During these events in Italy, Zopyrion, who had been left
governor of Pontus by Alexander the Great, thinking that, if he
did not attempt something, he should be stigmatized as indo-
lent, collected a force of thirty thousand men, and’ made war
upon the Scythians. But being cut off, with his whole army,
he paid the penalty for a rash attack upon an innocent people.

TII. When these occurrences wers reported to Alexander,
who was then in Parthia, he assumed a show of grief on ac-
count of his relationship to Alexander, and caused the army to
mourn for three days, But while all his men were expecting,

as if the war had been ended, to return to thewr country, and
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were embracing in imagination their wives and children, he
called a general assembly of the troops; in which be told
them that ** nothing had been done in so many glorious bat-
tles, if the barbarians more to the eastward should be left
unmolested ; that he had not sought the body, but the throne,
of Darius; and that those who had revolted from his govern-
ment must be punished.” Having, by this speech, revived the
spirits of his soldiers for new exertions, he subdued Hyrcania
end the Mardians. Here Thalestris, or Minithya, queen of
the Amazons, came to meet him, having travelled for twenty-
five days, with three hundred women in her train, and through
extremely populous nations, in order to have issue by him.
Her appearance and arrival was a cause of astonishment to all,
both from her dress, which was an unusual one for women,
and from the object of her visit. To gratify her, thirteen days’
rest was allowed by the king; and when she thought herself
pregnant, she took her leave.

Soon after, Alexander assumed the attire of the Persian
monarchs, as well as the diadem, which was unknown to the
kings of Macedonia, as if he gave himself up to the customs
of those whom he had conquered. And lest such innovations
should be viewed with dislike, if adopted by himself alone,
he desired his friends also to wear the long robe of gold and
purple. That he might imitate the luxury too, as well as
the dress of the Persians, he spent his nights among troops
of the king's concubines of eminent beauty and birth. To
these extravagances he added vast magnificence in feasting;
and lest his entertainments should seem jejune and parsi-
monious,* he accompanied his banquets, according to the osten-
tation of the eastern monarchs, with games; being utterly
unmindful that power is accustomed to be lost, not gained,
by such practices.

IV. During the course of these proceedings, there arose
throughout the camp a general indignation that he had so
degenerated from his father Philip as to abjure the very name
of his country, and to adopt the manners of the Persians,

* Tuzwrin destructa)] Greevius, nob knowing what to make of
destructa, conjectures restricta. Wetzel explains the words thus:
«Lest, as the empire of the Persians was destroyed, the luxury of the
Pergians should seem also to be destroyed.” 1 incline to think with

Graevius that the word. is _corrupt_.
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whom, from the effect of such manners, he had overcome.
But that he might not appear to be the only person whe
yielded to the vices of those whom he had conquered in the
field, he permitted his soldiers also, if they had formed a
commexion with any of the female captives, to marry them ;
thinking that they would feel less desire to return to their.
country, when they had some appearance of & house and home
in the camp, and that the fatigues of war would be relieved
by the agreeable society of their wives. He saw, too, that
Macedonia would be less drained to supply the army, if the
sons, as recruits, should succeed their veteran fathers, and
serve within the ramparts within which they were born, and
would be likely to show more courage, if they passed, not only
their earliest days of service, but also their infancy, in the
camp. This custom was also continued under Alexander’s
successors.  Maintenance was provided for the boys, and
arms and horses were given them when they grew up; and
rewards were assigned to the fathers in proportion to the
number of their children. If the fathers of any of them were
killed, the orphans notwithstanding received their father’s
pay ; and their childhood was a sort of military service in
various expeditions. Inured from their earliest years to toils
and dangers, they formed an invincible army; they looked
gpon their eamp as their country, and upon a battle as a
prelude to victory.

V. Alexander, meanwhile, began to show a passionate
temper towards those about him, not with a princely severity,
but with the vindictiveness of an enemy. What most in-
censed him was, that reflections were cast upon him in the
common talk of the soldiers, for having cast off the
customs of his father Philip and of his country. For this
offence, Parmenio, an old man, next to the king in rauk, and
his son Philotas, were put to death; an examination by
torture having been previously held on both of them. At
this instance of cruelty, all the soldiers, throughout the camp,
began to express their displeasure, being concerned for the
fate of the innocent old general and his son, and saying, at
times, that ¢ they must expect nothing better for themselves.”
These murmurs coming to the knowledge of Alexander, he,

fearing that such reports would be carried to Macedonia, and

that the glory of his victories would be sullied by the stain of
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cruelty, pretended that Ze was going to send home some of
his friends to give an account of his successes. He ex-
horted his soldiers to write to their relatives, as they would now
have fewer opportunities on account of the scene of warfare be-
ing further from home. The packets of lotters, as they were
given in, he commanded to be privately brought to him, and
having learned from them what every one thought of him, he put
all those, who had given unfavourable opinions of his conduct,
into one regiment, with an intention either to destroy them, or to
distribute them in colonies in the most distant parts of the earth.

He then subdued the Drance, the Kvergete, the Parymse,
the Parapammeni, the Adaspil, and other nations that dwelt at
the foot of Mount Caucasus.

In the meantime Bessus, one of the former friends of
Darius, who had not only betrayed his sovereign, but put him
to death, was brought to ‘Alexander in chains, who, that he
might be punished for his treachery, delivered him to the
brother of Darius to be tortured, considering not so much that
Darius had been his enemy, as that he had been the friend of
the man by whom he had been killed.

That he might leave his name to these parts, he founded
the city of Alexandria on the river Tanais, completing a wall six
miles in circuit in seventeen days, and transplanting into it
the inhabitants of three cities that had been built by Cyrus.
He also built twelve cities in the territories of the Bactrians
and Sogdians, and distributed among them such of the
soldiers as he had found mutinous.

VI. After these proceedings, he invited his friends on some
particular day, to a banquet, where mention being made, when
they were intoxicated, of the great things achieved by Philip,
he began to prefer himself to his father, and to extol the vast-
ness of his own exploits to the skies, the greater part of the
company agreeing with him; and when Clitus, one of the
clder guests, trusting to his hold on the king’s friendship, in
which he held the principal place, defended the memory of
Philip, and praised his acts, he so provoked Alexander, that
he snatched a weapon from one of the guards, and slew him
with it in the midst of the guests. Exulting at the murder,
too, he scoffed at the dead man for his defence of Philip, and
his commendation of his mode of warfare. But when his

mind, satiated with the bloodshed, grew calm, and reflection



B.C. 327} ALEXANDER KILLS CLITUS. 111

took the place of passion, he began, as he contemplated at
one time the character of the dead, and at another the occasion
of his death, to feel the deepest sorrow for the deed; grieving
that he had listened to his father's praises with more anger
than he ought to have listened to insults on his memory, and
that an old and blameless friend had been slain by him at a
feast and carousal. Driven, therefore, to repentance, with the
same vehemence with which he had before been impelled to
resentment, he determined to die. Bursting into tears, he
embraced the dead man, laid his hand on his wounds, and
confessed his madness to him as if he could hear; then,
snatching up a weapon, he pointed it against his breast, and
would have committed suicide, had not his friends interposed.
His resolution to die continued even for several days after;
for to his other causes of sorrow was added the remembrance
of his nurse, the sister of Clitus, on whose account, though she
was far away, he was greatly ashamed of his conduct, lament-
ing that so base a return should be made her for rearing him ;
and that, in the maturity of life and conquest, he should have
requited her, in whose arms he had spent his infancy, with
bloodshed instead of kindness. He reflected, too, what re-
marks and odium he must have occasioned, as well in his own
army as among the conquered nations; what fear and dislike
of himself among his other friends; and how dismal and sad
he had rendered his entertainment, appearing not less to be
dreaded at a feast than when armed in the field of battle.
Parmenio and Philotas, his cousin Amyntas, his murdered
stepmother and brothers, with Attalus, Burylochus, Pausanias,
and other slaughtered nobles of Macedonia, presented them-
gelves to his imagination. He in consequence persisted in
abstaining from food for four days, until he was drawn from
bis purpose by the prayers of the whole army, who conjured
him “not to lament the death of one, so far as to ruin them
all ; since, after bringing them into the remotest part of the
barbarians’ country, he would leave them amidst hostile
nations exasperated by war.” The entreaties of Callisthenes
the philosopher had great effect upon him, a man who was
intimate with him from having been his fellow-student
under Aristotle, and who had been gubsequently sent for,
by the king himself, to record his acts for the perusal of

posterity.
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