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Alov € BeBMiew “ Tolre Te 0dv adTov ériumoer.”
—Bekk. Anecd. p. 175, 19.

Zonaras 7, 16.
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Dio, Book V. < This was the honour which [the

people] bestowed upon him.”!

Zonaras 7, 16.

16. The first secession of the Romans, then, ter-
minated as described. Now many of the neighbouring
tribes had taken advantage of the secession to begin
hostilities against them ; but the Romans after their
reconciliation conducted vigorously and harmoniously
the wars brought by their enemies and conquered
them all. Tt was at this time that in the siege of
Corioli they came within an ace of being driven from
their very camp; but a patrician, Gnaeus Marcius,
showed his prowess and repelled the assailants. For
this he received various marks of distinction and was
given the title of Coriolanus from the people which

Tretzes, Chil. 6, 532-42.

When the Romans were warring against the city of
Coriolanum,? and had all tuined to flight at full speed,
he[Coriolanus] turned toward the hostile city,and find-
ing it open, set fire to it all alone. As the flames rose
brilliantly, he mounted his horse and fell with great
violence upon the rear of the barbarians, who were
causing headlong flight to the Romans. They wheeled
about, and when they saw the fire consuming the city,
thinking it was sacked, they fled in another direction.
And le, as a result of saving the Romans and sacking

1 Reference to On. Marcius after the capture of Corioli ?

2 Tgetzes has confused the name of the city and that of the

people, calling the former Ooriolanum (or Coriolanus?) and
the other Corioli ; see pp. 137, 151. 135
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For it is not easy for a man either to be strong at
all points or to possess excellence in the arts both of
war and of peace at the same time. Those who are
physically strong are, as a rule, weak-minded, and
success that has come in unstinted measure generally
does not flourish equally well everywhere. This ex-
plains why, after having once been exalted by the
citizens to the foremost rank, he was not long
afterward exiled by them, and how it was that after
making the city of the Volsci a slave to his country
he with the aid of that people brought his own land
in turn into the very extreme of danger.

The same man wished to be made practor, and
upon failing to secure the office became angry at the
populace ; because of this and also because of his
displeasure at the great influence of the tribunes he

Zonaras 7, 16.
he had routed. For the time he was thus exalted,
but not long afterward he was anxious to be made
praetor and failed, and therefore became angry with
the populace and evinced displeasure toward the
Tzetzes, Chil. 6, 542-50.

the city,which we have already said was called Coriola-
num, received,in addition to his former names, Marcus
and Gnaeus, the title of Coriolanus, from his victory.
But—such is the treatment that jealousy accords to
benefactors—after a little in the course of their re-
flections they fined the man. And he, grievously
smarting with most just wrath, left his wife, his
mother, and his country, and went to the Corioli,!
who received him. And they arrayed themselves
against the Romans.

1 See note on p. 135.
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employed greater frankness in speaking to the
people than was attempted by others whose deeds
entitled them to the same rank as himself. When a
severe famine had broken out and the town of
Norba called for a colony, the multitude blamed the
nobles on both these scores, maintaining that through
them they were being deprived of food and were being
purposely delivered into the hands of their enemies
for manifest destruction. For whenever persons come
to suspect each other, they take amiss everything even
thatis done in their behalf, judging it all in a spirit of
party hatred. Coriolanus had invariably shown con-
tempt for the people, and after grain had been brought
in from many sources, most of it sent as a gift from
princes in Sicily, he would not allow them to receive
allotments of it as they were demanding. Accord-
ingly, the tribunes, whose office he was especially
eager to abolish, brought him to trial before the
populace on a charge of aiming at tyranny and exiled
him. It availed naught that all the senators cried
out and expressed their indignation at the fact that
the tribunes dared to pass such sentence upon their
order. So on being expelled he betook himself,
raging at his treatment, to the Volsci, though they

Zionaras 7, 16.

tribunes. Accordingly, the latter, whose office he
was especially eager to abolish, heaped up accusations
against him, fixed upon him a charge of aiming at
tyranny, and exiled him from Rome. So, on being
expelled, he forthwith went over to the Volsci.
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had been his bitterest foes. He expected that

because of his valour, of which they had had a taste,

and because of the wrath that he cherished toward
his fellow-citizens they would receive him gladly,
since they might hope by his aid to inflict upon the
Romans injuries equal to those they had received, or
even greater. Forwhen one has suffered severe injuries
at the hands of any persons, one 18 strongly inclined
to expect benefits as well from these same people in
case they are willing and also able to confer favours.

Zonaras 7, 16.

The chief men there and the magistrates were
delighted and again made ready for war,- Attius
Tullius was urging this course upon them all, but the
multitude was lacking in enthusiasm. So when the
leaders could prevail upon them neither by exhortation
nor by intimidation to take up arms, they concocted
the following scheme. The Romans were conducting
a horse-race, and the Volsci among other neighbouring
peoples had gathered in a large body to behold the
spectacle. Tullius, as a pretended friend of the
Romans, persuaded the Roman praetors that they
should keep watch on the Volsci, since the latter had
made ready to attack them unexpectedly in the
midst of the horse-race. The praetors, after com-
municating the information to the others, made
proclamation at once, before the contest, that all the
Volsci must depart. The Volsci, indignant because
they alone of all the spectators had been expelled,
put themselves in readiness for battle. Placing at
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For he was exceedingly angry because they would
not, even when in danger of loging their own
country, withdraw from the possessions of others.
When, now, this news was brought back to them,
the men, for their part, were no more moved than
before ; they were, indeed, so bitterly at variance
that not even dangers could reconcile them. But
the women, Volumnia, the wife of Coriolanus,

Zonaras 7, 16.
their head Coriolanus and Tullius, and with numbers
swollen by the accession of the Latins, they advanced
against Rome. The Romauns, when informed of it,
instead of making a vigorous use of arms, fell into
mutual recriminations, the popular party' ecensur-
ing the patricians because Coriolanus, who was
marching with the enemy against his country,
belonged to their number, and the other party the
populace because they had been unjust in expelling
him and making him an enemy. Because of this
contention they would have incurred some great
disaster, had not the women come to their aid. For
when the senate voted to recall Coriolanus and
envoys had been despatched to him to this end, he
demanded that the land of which the Volsci had
been deprived in the previous wars be given back to
them. But the people would not relinquish the land.

"The result was a second embassy.

He was very angry because they would not, even
when in danger of losing their own country, withdraw
from the possessions of others. Now when this news
was brought back to them,the men were still unmoved,
and would not, even in the presence of dangers,
desist from quarrelling, But the women, Volumnia,
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and Veturia, his mother, gathering a company of all
the most distinguished matrons, came to him in
camp, bringing his children with them ; and they
caused him to end the war not only without re-
quiring the surrender of the conquered territory,
but without even demanding his own restoration.
For he admitted them at once, as soon as he
learned they were there, and granted them an inter-
view, the course of which was as follows. While the
rest wept in silence, Veturia began: ¢ Why are you
surprised, my son? Why are you startled? We
are not deserters, but in us the country has sent to
you, if you should yield, your mother and wife and
children, but otherwise your spoil.  Hence,'if even
now you still are angry, kill us first. Why do you
weep? Why do you turn away? Or do you not
know that we have just ceased lamenting the state
of affairs in the city, in order that we might see you ?
Be reconciled with us, then, and harbour no longer

Zonaras 7, 16.
the wife of Coriolanus, and Veturina, his mother,
gathering a company of all the most distinguished
matrons, came to him in camp, bringing his children
along withthem. And while the rest wept in silence,
Veturina began: “We are not deserters, my son, but
in us the country has sent to you, if you should vield,
your mother and wife and children, but otherwise
your spoil. And if even now you still are angry,
kill us first. Be reconciled and harbour no longer
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your anger against your countrymen, your friends,
your temples, your tombs ; and do not burst into the
city with hostile rage nor take by storm your native
place, in which you were born, were reared, and
became Coriolanus, bearer of this great name.
Yield to me, my child, and send me not hence
without result, unless you would see me dead by my
own hand.” At the end of this speech she burst
into tears, and tearing open her clothing, bared her
breasts, and touching her belly, exclaimed : “ See,
my child, this brought you forth, these reared
you up.” When she had thus spoken, his wife and
children and the rest of the women joined .in the

Zonaras 7, 16.

your anger against your countrymen, your friends,
your temples, your tombs; do not take by storm
your native place, in which you were born, were
reared, and became Coriolanus, bearer of this great
name. Send me not hence without result, unless
you would behold me dead by my own hand.”
Thereupon she burst into tears, and baring her
breasts and touching her belly, exclaimed: ¢ This
brought you forth, my child, these reared you
up.”  She, then, spoke thus; and his wife and
children and the rest of the women joined in the

Tzetzes, Chil. 6, 551-55.

And had not his wife and mother (Veturnia and
Volumnia were their names) at the breaking out of
that war run and rent their tunics and stood about
him naked and checked him, with difliculty, from the
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Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net
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