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Tue cause of the Gallic expedition was this.
people of Clusium had suffered injuries in the war at
the hands of the Gauls and had turned for refuge to
the Romans, having considerable hope that they could
obtain some help at least in that quarter, from the
fact that they had not taken sides with the Velentes,
though of the same race. When the Romans failed
to vote them aid, but sent envoys to the Gauls and
were negotiating a peace for them, they set little
store by this (for it was offered them in return for a
portion of the land), and attacked the barbarians
in battle right after the conference, taking the
Roman envoys along with them. The Gauls, vexed
at seeing these on the opposite side, at first sent an
embassy in their turn to Rome, preferring charges

against the envoys. And when no punishment was

Zonaras 7, 23,

(1) The European Gauls, of whom the Asiatic
Gauls are thought to be an offshoot, . . .

(2) Meanwhile the people of Clusium with the
Roman ambassadors lay in wait for the Gauls and
attacked them.

207

The s.c. 301



DIO’S ROMAN HISTORY

pwpita odiow éyéveto kal yiMapyor Tdvres ame-
SelyOnaav, Guuod Te éminpwbbnoav, dvres xai
aANws Spynw axpot, kal Khoveivovs év dAtywpla
Oéuevor mpos Tr ‘Pdpny dpuncay.—U* 2 (p. 373).

"O7e 7ols ‘Pwpalors Sefauévors v Tédv Ta-
AaTdv éEpodov oUS dvamveboar Umipfev, aNN
avbnuepov és iy pdaxny éx Ths mopelas domep
eixov katacTdvTes émTaicav wpbs Te ydp 1o
adoxnTov Ths émicTparelas abrdy ral T wAHfos
kal 1o wéyebos THY copdTov, Ty Te poviy Fe-
vecov Té T kal ppirddes GOeyyoubvmy demharyéves,
THS Te éumeplas dua THS TRV TakTikdy émeld-
Govro, kal éx TolTov Kal Tas dpeTds TporkavTo.

Zonaras T, 23.

(3) rai TooolTe Tdye éyphicaro dor émrenbeiv
avTovs Tf mwoher uy mpoualivrev Pouaior iy
épodov. 7o pévror Sarudviov TPOAYYELAAL alTOlS
T épodor Néyerar., Mdpros yap Kailduos vurrés
ot Badilwy povijs firovae Neyovons “ Daldrar
épxovtar.”  elpnrotos 8¢ Todro Mdprov T Siiue
kai 74 PovAf [év maidid Tov Noyov émorotvTo
kal yélote Plut., Camill. 14], &os avTdyye ot of
Tahdrar opdv mAnoiov éyévorro. TéTe S& omovdf
ekeNbovres kai ardeTws dywviadpevor aloypbrata
HTTHYTO.  Kal TOANOL piv év TH pdyy wemTdract,
moNNoL 8¢ pedryorTes éfmaror kaTarauBavduevor,
mhelaTor O¢ wal & Tov motapdv Tov TiRepuw
osvvedainoar! kat épbdapnoar: of 8¢ hovmol oreda-

b quwwdobnear B corr., cuvwbhdnear C°, gurwbfodnear A N
208

BOOK VII

visited upon the latter, but they were all, on
the contrary, appointed consular tribunes, the bar-
barians were filled with wrath, being naturally quick

to anger, and since they held Clusium in contempt,

- they set out against Rome.

The Romans after going out to meet the invasion of
the Gauls had no time even to recover breath, but went
immediately from theirmarch into battle, just as they
were, and lost.  Panic-striken by the unexpectedness
of the invaders’ expedition, by their numbers, by the
huge size of their bodies, and by the strange and
terrifying sound of their voices, they forgot their
training in military science and hence lost the use

Zonaras 7, 23.

(3) And he [Brennus] advanced with such speed
that his followers came upon the city before the
Romans had learned of their approach. Neverthe-
less, Heaven is said to have forewarned them of
the attack. For as Marcus Caedicius was proceed-
ing somewhere or other one night he heard a
voice say: “The Gauls are coming.” But when
he reported this to the people and to the senate,
[they treated his story with ridicule and derision, ]
until the Gauls were close at hand to announce
themselves. Then indeed they eagerly sallied forth,
but fighting in no orderly ranks, they met with a
most disgraceful defeat. Many fell in battle, many
while fleeing were overtaken and slain ; great num-
bers moreover were crowded into the Tiber and
there perished. The rest were scattered and managed
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of their valour. For skill contributes very largely
to bravery, since when present it strengthens the
power of men’s resolutions and when wanting destroys
the same more thoroughly by far than if they had never
possessed it at all. Many persons, to be sure, without
experience often carry things through by the impetu-
osity of their spirit, but those who fail of the discipline
which they have learned lose also their strength of
purpose. This caused the defeat of the Romans.
The Romans who were on the Capitol under siege
had no hope of safety, unless through the aid of

Zonaras 7, 23.

to get away, some to Rome, and some to other places.
The Romans in the city upon learning of the disaster
were helpless, and in their despair neither manned
the walls nor closed the city gates; instead, some of
them deserted the city and fled, while others with
their wives and children rushed up to the Capitol.
Eighty men alone, who, according to some, were
priests, according to others, the chief citizens in point
of age, wealth, and family, arrayed themselves in
sacred or very costly robes . . .

(4) The Gauls came the next day to Rome, [but
upon seeing the gates open and the wall unguarded ]
they halted and did not enter, [since they suspected
an ambush]. But on the third day they gained
courage to rush in, and they captured the city.

(5) Then they attacked the Capitol also; but
when, after attempts covering several days, they could
accomplish nothing, [some continued to guard the
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Heaven. For so scrupulously did they observe the
mandates of religion, although in every extremity of
evil, that when one of the sacred rites needed to
be performed by the pontifices in another part of
the city, Kaeso Fabius, who was then exercising the
office of priest, descended for the purpose from the
Capitol after arraying himself as was his wont, and
passing through the enemy, performed the customary
ceremony and returned the same day. I marvel at
the barbarians, on the one hand, because, either
on account of the gods or his bravery, they spared
him ; yet still more do 1 marvel at the man himself,
for two reasons: first, that he dared to descend
alone among the enemy, and again, that when he
might have withdrawn to some place of safety, he
refused, and instead voluntarily returned up to the
Capitol again into manifest danger. For he under-
stood that they hesitated to abandon the spot which

~was the only part of their country they still held, but

saw at the same time that no matter how much they
desired to escape it was impossible to do so by reason
of the multitude of the besiegers.

Zonaras 7, 23.

Capitol, while the others scoured the country for
provisions, etc.]. And drunkenness proved their
undoing ; for upon finding a large quantity of wine
they drank very intemperately, since they had
never before tasted such a beverage.
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This same man [Camillus], when urged to let the
leadership be entrusted to him, would not allow it,
because hewas an exile and could not take the position
according to time-honoured usage. He showed him-
self so law-abiding and scrupulous a man that in so
great a danger to his native land he made duty a
matter of earnest thought and was unwilling to hand

down to posterity the example of an illegal act.

Zonaras 7, 25.

(6) When after much difficulty, now crawling and
now clambering, he |[Pontius Cominius] had at last
reached the top . . .

(7) But the barbarians went around by day [and
discovered where Pontius had approached the
Capitol], drawing their inference from the frag-
ments broken off the cliff as well as from the fact
that the grass, which grew in abundance there, was
in some places torn up, in other places crushed down.
They determined therefore to climb up themselves
the same way by night; and they did, in fact, make
the attempt, and were getting up, painfully but
surely, and would have escaped detection . . .

(8) They [the Romans] all but abandoned it [their
ruined city]. They would not listen either to the
officials or to the senate when these counselled them
not to abandon the city, just saved from the enemy.
But while they were all deliberating about the
matter in the Forum,a centurion in command of a
guard chanced to march directly past the assembly
and to call out to his men: * Halt! This is where
you remain.”  The people thought these words had
been uttered by divine foresight, and so gave up the
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Zonaras 7, 23.

thought of removal and turned with eagerness to the
rebuilding of Rome.

(9) And attacking it [Sutrium] unexpectedly . ..
he [Camillus] restored it that same day safe and un-
injured to the inhabitants. Accordingly he celebrated
a triumph as a result of these victories and was
exalted to great honour,

(10) The populace, accordingly, led him [Capito-
linus] up to the Capitol; and they took possession
of it. As a result, Camillus was chosen dictator for
the fourth time. Now when the senators and the
magistrates had fallen into great fear and were
doubtful what course to take, a slave approached
them and promised to deliver up Capitolinus to them
alive. Receiving for the purpose some heavy-armed
troops and placing them secretly in ambush below

- the Capitol, he himself went forward in the guise of

a deserter to meet Capitolinus; and he proceeded to
praise him for his undertaking and to promise as-
sistance from his fellow-slaves. While thus con-
versing with the man, he drew him apart from the
bystanders, pretending that he had some communica-~
tion for him in particular, and gradually approached
that part of the Capitol where the ambuscade had
been stationed; then he thrust him down. Thus
Capitolinus was seized and brought before the court.
But he proceeded to enumerate his valiant services
and to point out to the jury and others present
the Capitol, which was visible from that point,
and reminded them of the preservation not only of
the eitadel itself but also of the citizens who had
taken refuge there; as a result, the jurors were
overcome with emotion, and postponed the vote.
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The people sentenced Capitolinus to death, his
house was razed to the ground, his wealth confiscated,
and his name and even likeness, whereversuch existed,
were erased and destroyed. At the present day, too,
all these punishments, except the razing to the ground,
are visited upon those who conspire against the
commonwealth. They decreed also that no patrician
should dwell upon the citadel, because Capitolinus had
happened to have his house there. And the family
of the Manlii prohibited any one of their number from
being called Marcus, since that had been his name.

Such was the change, then, that Capitolinus under-
went both in character and in fortune. Having made
a speciality of warfare, he did not understand how to
remain at peace; the Capitol he had once saved he
occupied for the purpose of establishing a tyranny;
although a patrician he became the prey of aservant ;
and whereas he was reputed a warrior, he was
arrested after the manner of a slave and hurled down
the very rock from which he had repulsed the Gauls.

Capitolinus was thrown headlong down the rock
by the Romans. So true it is that nothing in human
affairs, as a rule, remains fixed; and success, in
particular, leads many people on into catastrophes
equally great. It raises their hopes for continued
good fortune, makes them always strive for more,
and, when they fail, hurls them into the very opposite
extreme,
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