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Dio VIII. “ For he was quite self-sufficient in all
such matters.,” 1

Be well assured that monstrous penalties in such =

cases not only destroy the culprits under sentence,
who might have been made better, but at the same
time fail to make others any more prudent. Human
nature refuses fo leave its regular course for any
threats. Some compelling fear or insolent audacity
together with courage born of inexperience and rash-
ness sprung from power, or some other combination
of circumstances such as often occurs quite unexpect-
edly in the lives of many, leads men to do wrong.
As for the punishments, some of these offenders do
not even think of them, but heedlessly rush into the
business before them, while others esteem them of
no moment in comparison with the attainment of the
ends for which they are striving. Wise forbearance,
however, produces an effect quite the opposite of that

Zonaras 7, 96.

One of these leaders was Lucius Papirius, also
called Cursor from his physical prowess (he was a
very fleet runner) and on account of his practising
running. After this Papirius, as dictator, with Fabius
Rullus, as master of the horse, was sent out against

! Said of L. Papirius Cursor or Q. Fabiug Maximus ; of.
Livy 10, 26.
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just mentioned. For through the influence of a
seasonable pardon the offenders themselves, in the first
place, frequently change their ways, especially when
they have acted from brave and not from evil motives,
from ambition and not from baseness; for reasonable
forbearance is a mighty force for subduing and
correcting a noble spirit. Then, too, the rest are
brought without resistance into a proper frame of
mind by the sight of the rescue. Every one would
rather obey than be forced, and prefers voluntary to
compulsory observance of the law. That which a
man chooses of his own accord he works for as if it
were his own affair, but what is imposed upon him
he rejects as unbecoming to a freeman.

It is the part of the highest virtue and power
alike not to kill a man (this is often done by the
wickedest and weakest men), but to spare him and
to preserve him ; yet no one of us.is at liberty to do
that without your consent.

It is my wish at length to cease from speaking.
My poor spirit is weary, my voice is giving way,
tears check my utterance, and fear closes my lips.
But I am at a loss how to close. For my sorrow,
which appears to me in no doubtful light, does not
allow me to be silent,—unless you decide otherwise,
——but compels me, as if the safety of my boy would
depend upon whatever I gay last, to speak even
further, as it were in prayers.!

1 From the address of the father of Rullus.
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He shrank from changing the name and form of the =.c. 325

office with which he was invested, and although he was
intending to spare Rullus,—for he observed the zeal of
the populace,—he wished, by resisting for some time,
not only to make the favour the greater to him, but
also to correct the young men more effectively as
a result of the unexpectedness of the pardon.
Therefore he knit his brows, and darting a harsh
frowning look at the populace, he raised his voice and
spoke.! The talking had. ceased, but still they were
not quiet; instead, as generally happens in such a
case, what with groaning over the fate of the master
of horse and muttering one to another, although they
did not utter a single word, they gave the impression
that they desired his preservation. Papirius, seeing
this and fearing they might even become mutinous,
relaxed the very domineering manner which he had
assumed, for the purpose of their correction, to an
excessive degree, and by showing moderation in his
conduct generally brought them once more to friend-
ship and enthusiasm for him, so that they acquitted
themselves like men when they met their opponents.

The Samnites, after their defeat at the hands of u.c. a2

the Romans, made proposals for peace to the Romans

Zonaras 7, 26.

the Sammites and by defeating them compelled them
to agree to such terms as he wished. But when he

had resigned his command they again rose in arms.
They were attacked anew by the dictator Aulus
Cornelius, and being defeated, made proposals for
t Dioprobably inserted at this point the speech of Papirius;

but the Ms. of the excerpts gives no indication of a lacuna.
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in the city. They sent them all the Roman captives
that they had; and they furthermore ravaged the
property of a certain Papius, who was esteemed
among the foremost of their race and bore the entire
responsibility for the war, and likewise scattered
abroad his bones, since he had anticipated their
vengeance by committing suicide. Yet they did not
obtain the desired peace ; for they were regarded as
untrustworthy and had the name of making truces
in the face of disasters merely for the purpose of
cheating any power that conquered them. Hence
they not only failed to obtain any terms, but even
brought a relentless war upon themselves; for the
Romans, though they had received the prisoners,
voted to wage implacable war upon them.

Among the many events of human history that
might give one cause for wonder must certainly be
reckoned what occurred at this time. The Romans,
who were so extremely arrogant as to vote that they
would not again receive a herald from the Samnites
in the matter of peace and moreover expected to

Zonaras 7, 26.
peace to the men at Rome. They sent them all the
captives that they had, and ascribed the responsi-
bility for the war to Rutulus [ Papius Brutulus],a manof
great influence among them ; and since he had antici-
pated their vengeance by destroying himself, they
scattered abroad his bones. Yet they did not obtain
the desired peace, being accounted untrustworthy;
instead, the victors, though they had received the
prisoners, voted for relentless war against them.
Thus the Romans, expecting in their extreme arrog-
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capture them all at the first blow, succumbed to a
terrible disaster and incurred disgrace as never before ;
while the enemy, who were badly frightened to
begin with, and thought their failure to gain terms a
great calamity, captured alive the entire Roman
army, and sent them all under the yoke. So great a
reversal of fortune did they experience.

Benefits lie rather within the actual choice of men
and are not brought about by necessity, or by ignor-
ance, or anger, or deceit, or anything of the sort, but
are performed voluntarily by a willing and eager mind.
For this reason it is proper to pity, admonish, and
instruct those who commit any oﬁ'ence; but to admire,
love, and reward those who do right. And whenever
both kinds of treatment are received from the
same individuals, it is decidedly more befitting our
characters to remember their good rather than their

disagreeable actions.!

Zionarag 7, 26.

ance to capture them all at the first blow, succumbed
to a terrible disaster. For the Samnites, who were
badly frightened and thought their failure to gain
terms a calamity, fought with desperation; and by
planting an ambuscade in a rather narrow valley they
both captured the camp and seized alive the whole

1 See note on p. 259,
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Quarrels are ended by kindness. The greater the
pitch of eniity to which a man has come when he un-
expectedly meets with safety instead of vengeance,
the more eagerly does he abandon the quarrel and the
more gladly does he yield to the influence of kindness.
And just as among persons at variance for one reason
or another those who have passed from friendship to
enmity hate ecach other with the more intense hatred,
so among recipients of kindness those who have ex-
perienced this considerate treatment after a state of
strife love their benefactors with the stronger affec-
tion. Now the Romans are very anxious to surpass in
war, and at the same time they honour virtue; and so,
impelled by their nobility of spirit, they gain success
in both, since they take pains to return like treatment
for like, with interest.!

Now it is quite right to take pride in requiting
those who have done us some injury, but we ought to
gain greater honour from rewarding those who have
conferred some benefit.1

All men are by nature so constituted as to grieve
more over insults offered them than they rejoice over
benefits conferred upon them ; therefore they attack
those who have injured them more readily than they
requite those who have shown them kindness. They
take no account, when their own advantage is con-
cerned, of the evil reputation they will get by not
adopting a friendly attitude toward their preserver,
but indulge their wrath even when such behaviour
runs counter to their own interest.l

! Sections 11, 12, and 13 appear to come from various
speeches delivered at the Caudine Forks; section 14 is
clearly from the speech of Herennius Pontius,
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Such was the advice he gave them out of his own
inherent good sense and experience acquired in a long
life; for he had regard, not to what might gratify
them at the moment, but to what might cause them
sorrow in the future.

The people of Capua, when the Romans after
their defeat arrived in that city, were guilty of no
bitter speech or outrageous act, but on the contrary
gave them both food and horses and received them
like victors. They pitied in their misfortune the men
whom they would not have wished to see conquer on
account of the treatment those same persons had
formerly accorded them. When the Romans heard

Zionaras 7, 26.

force of the Romans, all of whom they sent under
the yoke. The nature of the yoke has already been
described by me above [7, 17]. They killed none of
them, however, but took away their arms and horses
and everythmd else they had save one garment, and
released them, thus stripped of their possessions,under
an agreement that they should leave Samnite territory
and be their allies on an equal footing. And in order
to make sure that the articles of the agreement
were ratified also by the senate, they retained six
hundred of the knights as hostages.

The consuls Spurlus Poqtumlus and Tiberius! Cal-
vinus with their army immediately withdrew, and at
night they and the other more prominent officers
entered Rome, while the surviving soldiers scattered
through the country districts. The men in the city

1 Apparently an error of Zonaras for Titus.
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