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Tuae Romans had learned that the Tarentines and =z.c. 983

some others were making ready to war against them,
and had despatched Fabricius as an envoy to the
allied cities to prevent any revolt on their part ; but
these people arrested him, and by sending men to
the Eitruscans, Umbrians, and Gauls caused a number
of them also to secede, some immediately and some
a little later.

The Tarentines, although they had themselves
begun the war, nevertheless were sheltered from fear.
For the Romans, who understood what they were
doing, pretended not to know it on account of their

_temporary embarrassments. Hereupon the Taren-

tines, thinking either that they would get off with
impunity or that they were entirely unobserved,
because they were receiving no complaints, behaved

Zonaras 8, 2.

Those to begin the wars were the Tarentines, who
had associated with themselves the Etruscans, Gauls,
and Samnites, and numerous other tribes. These
allies the Romans engaged and defeated in various
battles, with different consuls on different occa-
sions ; but the Tarentines, although they had them-
selves begun the war, nevertheless did not yet
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still more insolently and forced the Romans even
against their will to make war upon them. This
confirms the saying that even success, when it
comes to men in undue measure, proves a source of
misfortune to them ; for it leads them on into folly
—since moderation will not dwell with vanity—and
causes them the gravest disasters. Just so these
Tarentines, after enjoying exceptional prosperity,
met in turn with misfortune that was an equivalent
return for their insolence. ,

Dio, Book IX. ¢ Lucius Valerius, who was admiral
of the Romans and had been despatched on some
errand by them.” -

Lucius was despatched by the Romans to Taren-
tum. Now the Tarentines were celebrating the Dio-
nysia, and sitting gorged with wine in the theatre
one afternoon, they suspected that he was sailing
against them. Immediately, in a passion and partly
under the influence of their intoxication, they set sail
in turn; and thus, without any show of force on his
part or the slightest suspicion of any hostile act,

Zonaras 8, 2.
openly array themselves for battlee. Now Lucius
Valerius, the admiral, while proceeding with his
triremes to a place whither he had been despatched
with them, wished to anchor off Tarentum, supposing
the country to be friendly. But the Tarentines,
owing to a guilty sense of their own operations,
suspected that Valerius was sailing against them, and
in a rage set sail in turn, and attacking him when
he was expecting no hostile act, sent to the bottom
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they attacked and sent to the bottom both him and
many others. When the Romans heard of thig, they
naturally were angry, but did not choose to take the
field against ~Tarentum at once. However, they
despatched envoys, in order not to appear to have
passed over the affair in silence and in that way
render them more arrogant. But the Tarentines, so
far from receiving them decently or even sending
them back with an answer in any way suitable, at
once, before so much as granting them an audience,
made sport of their dress and general appearance.
It was the city garb, which we use in the Forum;
and this the envoys had put on, either for the sake of
dignity or else by way of precaution, thinking that
this at least would cause the foreigners to respect
their position. Bands of revellers accordingly jeered
at them-—they were then also celebrating a festival,
which, though they were at no time noted for
temperate Dbehaviour, rendered them still more
wanton-—and finally a man planted himself in the
way of Postumius, and stooping over, relieved his
bowels and soiled the envoy’s clothing. At this an

Zonaras 8, 2
both him and many others. Of the captives they im-
prisoned some and put others to death. When the
Romans heard of this they were indignant, but
nevertheless despatched envoeys, upbraiding them and

demanding satisfaction. The offenders, however, not
only failed to give them any decent answer, but
actually jeered at them, going so far as to soil the
clothing of Lucius Postumius, the head of the
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uproar arose from all the rest, who praised the
fellow as if he had performed some remarkable deed,
and they sang many scurrilous verses against the
Romans, accompanied by applause and capering
steps. But Postumius cried: “ Laugh, laugh while
you may! For long will be the period of your
weeping, when you shall wash this garment clean
with your blood.”

Hearing this, they ceased their jests, but made no
move toward obtaining pardon for their insult;
indeed, they took to themselves credit for a kindness
in the fact that they had let the ambassadors with-
draw unharmed. A

Meton, failing to persuade the Tarentines not to en-

gage in war with the Romans, retired unobserved from

Zonaras 8, 2,
embassy. At this an uproar arose and the Tarentines
indulged in loud guffaws. But Postumius cried:
“ Laugh, laugh while you may ! For long will be
the perlod of yvour weeping, when you shall wash
this garment clean with your blood.”

Upon the return of the envoys the Romans,
learning what had been done, were grieved, and
voted that Lucius Aemilius, the consul, should make
a campaign against the Tarentines. He advanced
to Tarentum and sent them favourable propositions,
thinking they would choose peace on some fair terms.
But they were at variance among themselves in their
opinions. The elderly and well-to-do were anxious
for peace, but those who were youthful and who
had little or nothing were for war; and the younger
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the assembly, put garlands on his head, and returned
along with some fellow-revellers and a flute-girl. At
the sight of him singing and dancing the cordax,
they gave up the business in hand to accompany his
movements with shouts and hand-clapping, as people
are apt to do under such circumstances. But he,
after reducing them to silence, said: “ Now it is our
privilege both to be drunk and to revel, but if you
accomplish what you plan to do, we shall be slaves.”

King Pyrrhus was said to have captured more

_cities by the aid of Cineasthan by his own spear.

For the latter, says Plutarch! [ Pyrrius, 14, was skilled
in speaking—the only man, in fact, to be compared
in skill with Demosthenes. Now, as a sensible
man, he recognized the folly of the expedition and
endeavoured to dissuade Pyrrhus from it. For the

Zonaras 8, 2.

generation had its way. But feeling timid, neverthe-
less they planned to invite Pyrrhus “of Epnus to form
an alliance, and sent to him envoys and gifts. Aemilius,
learning of this, proceeded to pillage and devastate
their country. They made sorties, but were routed, so
that the Romans ravaged their country with impunity
and got possession of some strongholds. Aemilius
showed much consideration for those taken prisoners
and liberated some of the more influential ; and the
Tarentines, accordingly, filled with admiration for his
kindness, were led to hope for reconciliation, and so
chose as general, with full powers, Agis, who was a
good friend of the Romans. Scarcely had he been

! Plutarch is again cited in frg. 107, but nowhere in the

extant Mss. of Dio. Hence Boissevain suggests that the two
references are due to the excerptor.

303




DIO’'S ROMAN HISTORY

o pev ryap dpfew 8w Tip' avdpelav wdons
StevoetTo? i yiis, 0 8¢ dprelobar ikavois olat Tols
olreiors wpos eddaipoviav mpoéTpemwen.t  aANG TO
Pihomoleuor Tol Gubpos rxal Gihbrpwrov THY TOD
Kuwéov winijoar mwapaiveow, aloypds dmarhafac
adTov  kal uxedtas wal lralias wemolnkev,
moANGS TOV avTod * Suvduewy uvpiddas év Tals
pdyats amrdoars dmoBeBAnkdTa.—V. 22 (p. 586).
"Ore 6 Idppos 6 Bacihevs Tis Te "Hirelpov xatou-
uévns éBacilevae, kai Tod ‘EAAyuikod O mAeloTOV,
TO pty elepyeaiats To 8¢ GéBw, wpoocemremroinTo.
Aitoho! Te moANV ToTe Suvduevor xal Pilermos 6
Maxedwy kat ot év ¢ "I\ vpixd dvvdoTar éfepd-
mevor alTév. Kal yap Glcews AapmpoTyTe ral
Taideias Loylt Kal éuTelpia TPAYUATWOY TONY
mavTey mwpoédeper, doTe rKal VTEp TAS OUVduers
kal Tas éavtod® kai Tas Tdv® cvuudywy ratrep
peyahas oboas afrovafar.—V. 23 (p. 589).

Zonaras 8, 2.
~ / \
TovyTo ral Kwvéas tmo rod Ilippov mrpomeud feis
~ 4
dumodwv Tols mpaTTouévars éyéveto.
4 \ s ~ / /
O wap Ilvppos Tis ralovuévns Bachelwr
b ! 7/ ’ 4 \ 8 4 2 /
Hrreipov ¢pioems e defratnTe vai waibetas ioyie
\ 3 ’ /s ! \ ~ CEKR
kal éumeipia TdvTwr Twpoédepe, ral ToD -
~ ~n 3\ I N A\ !
vicol TO TAElTTOY, TO eV evTotials, TO 8¢ oS,
I ~ -~ 4
™ POGETETOLNTO. 0UTOS TOLVUY TOlS TOY Tapavrivov

1 816 Tiw supplied by Val. 2 BievoeiTo Bk., dierder Ms,

8 wpoérpemer Relm., émérperer Ms. 4 adrob Bk., adrav Ms.

5 &avrol Salmasius, éavrav Ms. 6 rds vév St., Tav Ms.
304

BOOK IX

latter intended by his prowess to rule the whole
earth, whereas Cineas urged him to be satisfied with
his own possessions, which were sufficient for
enjoyment, But the king’s fondness for war and
fondness for leadership prevailed against the advice
of Cineas and caused him to depart in disgrace from
both Sicily and Italy, after losing in all of the battles
countless thousands of his own forces.

King Pyrrhus was not only king of the district
called Epirus, but had made the larger part of the
Greek world his own, partly by conferring benefits
and partly by inspiring fear. The Aetolians, who at
that period possessed great power, and Philip! the
Macedonian, and the chieftains in Illyricum paid
court to him. In natural brilliancy, in power
acquired by education, and in experience of affairs
he far surpassed all men, so as to be rated even
beyond what was warranted by his own powers and
those of his allies, great as these were.

Zonaras 8, 2.
elected when Cineas, sent ahead by Pyrrhus, planted
himself in the pathway of negotiations.

Now Pyrrhus, king of the district called Epirus,
surpassed all men in natural cleverness, in power
acquired by education, and in experience ; and he
had made the larger part of the Greek world his
own, partly by conferring favours and partly by
inspiring fear. Accordingly, when chance threw the

1 If the text is correct, this refers to the son of Cassander,

who ruled only four months in B.c. 296 ; Reiske substituted
the name of Alexander.
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Pyrrhus, the king of Epirus, had a particularly
high opinion of his powers because he was deemed
by foreign nations a match for the Romans; and he
believed that it would be opportune to assist the
fugitives who had taken refuge with him, especially
as they were Greeks, and at the same time to forestall
the Romans with some plausible excuse before he
should suffer injury at their hands. For so careful was
he about his good reputation that though he had long
had his eye on Sicily and had been considering how he
could overthrow the power of the Romans, he shrank
from taking the initiative in hostilities against them,
when no wrong had been done him.

Zonaras 8, 2.

envoys of the Tarentines in his way, he considered
the alliance a piece of good luck. For a long time
he had had his eye on Sicily and Carthage and
Sardinia, but nevertheless he shrank from personally
taking the initiative in hostilities against the Romans.
So he promised to aid the Tarentines; but in order
that he might not arouse suspicions (for the reasons
stated) he announced that he would return home
without delay, and insisted upon a clause being
added to the agreement to the effect that he should
not be detained by them in Italy further than actual
need required. After making this agreement he
detained the majority of ‘the envoys as hostages,
giving out that he wanted them to help him get the
armies ready ; 2 few of them, together with Cineas,
he sent in advance with troops. As soon as they
arrived, the Tarentines took courage, gave up their
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of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net
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