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Zonaras 8, 15.

Tuey voted that the consuls, Gaius Atilius, brother s.c. 220

of Regulus, and Lucius Manlius, should make an
expedition into Africa. These, on coming to Sicily,
attacked Lilybacum and undertook to il up a por-
tion of the moat to help in bringing up the engines.
The Carthaginians tried to dig beneath the mound
and undermine it ; but when they found this to be a
losing game, because of the numbers of the opposing
workmen, they built another wall, crescent-shaped,
inside. The Romans ran tunnels under this circular
wall, in order that when it settled into the mine
they might rush inside. The Carthaginians then
built counter-tunnels and came upon many workers
who were unaware of what the other side was doing;
these they killed, and they also destroyed many
by hurling blazing fire-wood into the excavations.

Some of the allies now, burdened by the protraction
of the siege and displeased because their wages were
not paid them in full, made propositions to the

Romans to betray the place. Hamilcar discovered
their plan, but did not disclose it, for fear of driving

them into open hostility; instead, he supplied their

officials with money, and also promised some to the

multitude. In this way he won their favour to such an

extent that they did not even deny their treachery,
but drove away the last envoys when they returned.
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Zonaras 8, 15.

The latter then deserted to the consuls, and received
from them land in Sicily and other gifts.

The Carthaginians at home, hearing of this, sent
Adherbal with a very large number of ships carrying
grain and money to Lilybacum. And he, after wait-
ing for a storm, sailed in. Thereupon many others
likewise attempted a landing, and some succeeded,
while others were destroyed.

As long as both consuls were present the conflicts
were evenly matched. Pestilence and famine, how-
ever, came to harass them, and these caused one of
them to return home with the soldiers of his division.
Hamilcar then took courage and made sorties, in
which he would set fire to the engines and slay the
men defending them ; and his cavalry, setting out
from Drepanum, prevented the Romans from getting
provisions and overran the territory of their allies.
Adherbal also ravaged the shores now of Sicily, now
of Italy, so that the Romans did not know what to
do. In the meanfime, however, Lucius Junius was
preparing a fleet, and Claudius Pulcher hastened to
Lilybaeum, where he manned triremes and with
them captured Hanno, the Carthaginian, as he was
leaving the harbour on a five-banked ship. The
prize craft served the Romans as a model in ship-
building.!

The fleet was so frequently endangered that the

Toan. Tzetzes, Bxeg. in Hom. IL., p. 108.
The second method of augury is transmitted to us

! Polybius places this event at the beginning of the war,
where it seems most appropriate. It is hard to say whether
the confusion here is due to Zonaras, to Dio, or to the latter’s
source,
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Zonaras 8, 15-16.
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BOOK XII

.Zonaras 8, 15-16.

Romans were disheartened by the constant destruc-
tion of their ships; for in these they lost a good
many men and vast sums of money. Yet they would
not give up; nay, they even slew a man who uttered
a word in the senate about reconciliation with the
Carthaginians, and they voted that a dictator should
be named. Collatinus [Calatinus] was therefore
named dictator, and Metellus became master of the
horse ; but they accomplished nothing worthy of
remembrance. While Collatinus was being chosen
dictator, Junius had won over Fryx, and Carthalo
had occupied Aegithallus and taken Junius alive.

16. The next year Gaius Aurelius and Publius
Servilius took office and spent their time in harrying
Lilybaeum and Drepanum, in keeping the.Cartha-
ginians off the land, and in devastating the territory
of their allies. Carthalo undertook many different
kinds of enterprises against them, but, as he ac-
complished nothing, he set out for Italy, with the
object of drawing the consuls back there after him,
or of injuring the country meanwhile and capturing
cities. Yet he made no headway even there, and on
learning that the praetor urbanus was approaching,
sailed back to Sicily. His mercenaries now rebelled

Toan. Tzetzes, Exeg. in Hom. IL, p. 108.

by Dio Cassius Cocceianus,! who says that they keep
tame birds which eat barley, and put barley grains in
front of them when they seek an omen. If, then, in
the course of eating the birds do not strike the barley
with their beaks and toss it aside, the sign is good;
but if they do so strike the grain, it is not good.

1 Dio may be supposed to have described this method of

aungury in connection with his account of the disaster of
Publius Claudius Pulcher, omitted by Zonaras.
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