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Tue Romans made overtures to Hannibal, asking =.c. 210

for a return of the prisoners on both sides, but
they did not effect the exchange, although he sent
Carthalo to them for this very purpose. For the
envoy, when they would not receive him within the
walls because he was an enemy, refused to hold any
conversation with them, but immediately turned
back in a rage.

Zonaras 9, 6-7.

The people of Rome made overtures to Hannibal
for « return of the prisoners on both sides. But
they did not effect the exchange because they would
not receive Carthalo, an enemy, inside of their walls.
And he refused to hold any conversation with them,
but immediately turned back enraged.

Laevinus, however, made friends at this time
with the Aetolians, who were allies of Philip ; and
when Philip advanced as far as Corcyra, he fright-
ened him away again, so that the king returned in
haste to Macedonia.

7. The people of Rome sent Gaius Claudius Nero
with soldiers into Spain. He sailed along with his
fleet as far as the Iberus, and finding the remainder
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Scipio, the general, who had saved his wounded
father, had splendid native ability supplemented
by an excellent education, and displayed the

Zonaras 9, 7.
of the Roman forces there, he confronted Hasdrubal
before his presence had become known ; and then,
after hemming him in, he was cheated out of his
victory in the following manner. Hasdrubal, finding
himself cut off, made a proposition to Nero to give

-up the whole of Spain and leave the country. Nero

gladly accepted the offer, and his opponent put
off the settlement of the terms until the following
day.  That night Hasdrubal quietly sent out a
number of his men to various parts of the mountains,
and they got safely away, because the Romans, in
expectation of a truce, were not keeping guard.
The next day he held a conference with Nero,but used
up the whole time without reaching any conclusion.
That night he again sent off other men in like
maaner. This he did similarly on several other days
while disputing some points in the treaty. When
the entire infantry had gone on ahead, he himself at
last with the cavalry and elephants silently slipped
away.  Thus he reached safety, and again became a
formidable adversary for Nero.

On learning this the people of Rome blamed Nero,
and voted to entrust the command to somebody else.
And they were at a loss whom to send, for the
situation required no ordinary man, and many were
declining the position on account of the fate of
the Scipios. Thereupon that Publius Scipio, who
had saved his wounded father, offered himself volun-
tarily for the campaign. He had splendid ability
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- supplemented by an excellent education.

BOOK XVI

greatest nobility of mind, and of language as well,
whenever there was occasion for this; and this
quality was especially conspicuous in his acts, so
that he seemed to be a man at once of lofty
purpose and lofty achievement, not from any vain
boastfulness, but as the result of a steadfast deter-
mination. It was for thege reasons, and because he
scrupulously paid honours to the gods, that he was
elected ; in fact he would never undertake any
public or private enterprise before ascending to the
Capitol and spending some time there. On this
account he acquired the reputation of having sprung
from Jupiter, who had taken the form of a serpent
on the occasion of intercourse with his mother ; and
this reputation was responsible in part for the hopes
which he caused many to place in him.

Scipio, although he did not receive the legal title
of commander at the time of his election, nevertheless

Zonaras 9, 7.

And he
was chosen at once; but not long afterward they
regretted their action because of his youth (he
was in his twenty-fourth year), and also because
his house was in mourning for the loss of his father
and uncle. Accordingly, he came before the people
a second time and addressed them; and by his
remarks he put the senators to shame, so that he
was not deprived of the command, although Marcus
Junius, an elderly man, was sent with him.
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made the army his friend, drilled the men who had
become sluggish through want of a commander, and
brought them out of the terror with which their
misfortunes had filled them. As for Marcius,! Scipio
did not, as most men would have done, treat him as
an enemy because he had acquired popularity, but
both in word and deed always showed him respect.
He was the sort of man to wish to make his way not
by slandering and overthrowing his neighbour, but
by his own excellence. And it was this as much as
anything that enabled him to conciliate the soldiers.

Zonaras 9, 7.

After these events the situation improved for the
Romans, yet not without a hard struggle. Marcellus,
after his acquittal, set out against Hannibal and for
the most part acted on the safe side, since he was
afraid to risk an engagement with men driven
to desperation; and if at any time he was forced
invo a combat, he came out victorious as the result
of prudence mingled with daring. Accordingly
Hannibal, both on this account, and because the cities’
in his alliance had either abandoned him or were in-
tending to do so, and for certain other reasons, under-
took to ravage those regions which he was unable to
hold; so he devastated many districts, with the result
that still larger numbers deserted to the Romans.

In the case of the city of Salapia the following
incident occurred. Two men managed affairs there
who were hostile to each other: Alinius? favoured
the Carthaginian cause, and Plautius 2 the Roman ;

! L. Marcius, chosen commander by the soldiers after the
death of the Scipios.

2 The names Alinius and Plautius ave corruptions of some
copyist for Dasius and Blattius. 193
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and the latter even talked with Alinius about betray-
ing the place to the Romans. Alinius at once informed
Hannibal of the fact, and Plautius was brought to
trial.  While Hannibal was deliberating with his
advisers how to punish him, Plautius dared in his
presence to speak again to Alinius, who stood near,
about betrayal. But when the latter cried out,
“There, there, he’s talking to me about this very
matter now,” Hannibal distrusted him on account of
the improbability of the matter and acquitted
Plautius as a victim of blackmail. After his release
the two men came to an understanding, and brought
in soldiers obtained from Marcellus, with whose aid
they cut down the Carthaginian garrison and de-
livered the city to the Romans.

This was the state of Carthaginian interests in
Italy. Andnot even Sicily retained its friendliness for
them, but was siding with the consul Laevinus. The
leader of the Carthaginians in Sicily was Hanno, and
Mutines was a member of his staff. Muttines had
been with Hannibal formerly, but owing to the
latter’s jealousy of his great deeds of valour had been
sent into Sicily. When he made a brilliant record
there also as commander of the cavalry, he incurred
the jealousy of Hanno likewise, and in consequence
was deprived of his command. Deeply grieved at
this, he joined the Romans. And first he aided them
in the betrayal of Agrigentum; then he helped
them in reducing the other places, so that the
whole of Sicily came again under their sway without
any great trouble.

8. Fabius and Flaccus subdued, among other cities, v.c. 200

Tarentum, which Hannibal was holding. They had
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When a mutiny of the soldiers took place, Scipio
distributed many gifts to the soldiers and set apart

Zonaras 9, 8.

given orders to a body of men to overrun Bruttium, in
order that Hannibal might leave Tarentum and go
to its assistance ; and when it had turned out thus,
Flaccus kept watch of Hannibal, while Fabius by
night assailed Tarentum with ships and infantry at

- the same time, and captured the city by means of

the assault, aided by betrayal. Hannibal, angry at
this trick, was eager to find some scheme for paying
Fabius back. So he sent him a letter from Metapon-
tum, purporting to be from the inhabitants, and pro-
posing the betrayal of the city ; for he hoped that
Fabius would advance carelessly in that direction, and
that he might set a trap for him on the way. But
the Roman leader suspected the truth of the matter,
and by comparing the writing with the letters which
Hannibal had once written to the Tarentines, he
detected the plot from their similarity.

Scipio, however much he longed to avenge his
father and uncle, and however much he yearned for
glory in the war, nevertheless for a time showed no
haste on account of the multitude of his opponents.
But when he ascertained that they were passing the
winter at a considerable distance, he disregarded
them and marched upon Carthage (the Spanish
town) ; no one, however, gained the slightest know-
ledge of his march till he had come close to Carthage
itself. ~ And by great exertion he took the city.

Following the capture of Carthage, a most serious
mutiny of the soldiers came very near taking place.
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many also for the public treasury. He appointed some
of the captives to service in the fleet and gave back
all the hostages to their relatives without ransom.
For this reason many towns and many princes, among
them Indibilis and Mandonius of the Ilergetes, came
over to his side. The Celtiberian race, the largest
and strongest of those in that region, he gained in
the following way. He had taken among the
captives a maiden distinguished for her beauty, and

© it was supposed, on general principles, that he would

fall in love with her; but when he learned that she
was betrothed to Allucius, one of the Celtiberian

Zonaras 9, 8. .

Scipio had promised to give a crown to the first
one who scaled the wall, and two men, the one a
Roman, the other belonging to the allies, quarrelled
over it. Their continued dispute promoted a dis-
tnrbance among the rest of the soldiery as well, and
they became so greatly excited that they would
have committed some fearful deed, had not Scipio
crowned both men. He also distributed many gifts
to the soldiers, and assigned many also to public
uses ; and he gave back to their relatives without
ransom all the hostages who were being detained
there. As a result, many towns and many princes
espoused his cause, the Celtiberian race among the
rest. For he had taken among the captives a maiden
distinguished for her beauty, and it was thought that
he would fall in love with her; but when he learned
that she was betrothed to one of the Celtiberian magis-
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Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net



http://www.brainfly.net/teachers.htm
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