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BOOK XLII

The following is contained in the Forty-second of Dio’s

Rome :—

How Pompey, defeated in Thessaly, fled to Egypt and
perished (chaps. 1-5).

How Caesar, pursuing Pompey, came into Egypt (chaps. 6-9).

How the news about Caesar and Pompey was announced at
Rome, and what decrees were passed in honour of Caesar
(chaps. 17-20).

How the people in Rome fell into strife during Caesar’s
absence (chaps, 21-33).

" How Caesar fought and subdued the Egyptians and made a

present of them to Cleopatra (chaps. 34-44).

How Caesar conquered Pharnaces (chaps. 45-48).

How Caesar returned to Rome and settled matters there
(chaps. 49-55).

How Caesar led an expedition into Africa (chaps. 56-58).

Duration of time, the remainder of the consulship of
C. Julius Caesar (IT) and Puablius Servilius Isauricus, together
with one additional year, in which there were the magistrates
here enumerated :—

B.C. )

47 C. Iulius C. F. Caesar, dictator (II), M. Antonius M. F.,
master of horse, and the two consuls Q. Fufius Q. ¥.
Calenus and P. Vatinius P. .

Sucn was the general character of the battle. As
a result of it Pompey straightway despaired of all
his projects and no longer took any account of his
own valour or of the multitude of troops remaining

4 Obarivios R. Steph., odarrives L.
5 otire Pflugk, odde L.
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to him or of the fact that Fortune often restores s.c. 4s

the fallen in a moment of time; yet previously
he had always possessed the greatest cheerfulness
and the greatest hopefulness on all occasions of
failure. The reason for this was that on those oc-
casions he had usually been evenly matched with
his foe and hence had not taken his victory for
granted ; but by reflecting beforehand on the two
possible issues of events while he was still cool-
headed and was not yet involved in any alarm he
had not neglected to prepare for the worst. In this
way he had not been compelled to yield to disasters
and had always been able easily to renew the conflict ;
but this time, as he had expected to prove greatly
superior to Caesar, he had taken no precautions.
For instance, he had not placed his camp in a
suitable position, nor had he provided a refuge for
himself in case of defeat. And whereas he might
have7delayed action and so have prevailed without a
battle,—since his army kept increasing every day
and he had abundant provisions, being in a country
for the most part friendly and being also master of
the sea,—nevertheless, whether of his own accord,
because he expected to conquer in any event, or
because his hand was forced by his associates, he joined
issue. Consequently, as soon as he was defeated, he
became greatly terrified and had no opportune
plan or sure hope to enable him to face the danger
anew. Thus it is that whenever an event befalls a
man unexpectedly and contrary to all calculation, it
humbles his spirit and strikes his reason with panic,
so that he becomes the poorest and weakest judge
of what must be done. For reason cannot dwell
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with fear; if it occupies the ground first, it boldly s.c.4s

thrusts the other out, but if it be last on the field,
it gets the worst of the encounter.

Hence Pompey, also, having considered none of
the chances beforehand, was found naked and de-
fenceless, whereas, if he had taken any precautions,
he might, perhaps, without trouble have quickly
recovered everything. For large numbers of the
combatants on his side had survived and he had
other forces of no small importance. Above all, he
possessed large sums of money and was master of
the whole sea, and the cities both there and in Asia
were devoted to him even in his misfortune. But, as
it was, since he had fared ill where he felt most con-
fident, through the fear that seized him at the
moment he made no use of any one of these re-
sources, but left the camp at once and fled with a
few companions toward Larissa. He did not enter
the city, although the inhabitants invited him to do
50, because he feared that they might incur some
blame in consequence; but bidding them go over
to the victor, he himself took provisions, went down
to the sea, and sailed away on a merchantman to
Lesbos, to his wife Cornelia and his son Sextus.
After taking them on board, he did not enter Mity-
lene either, but departed for Egypt, hoping to
secure an auxiliary force from Ptolemy, the king of
that country. This was the son of that Ptolemy
who had received back the kingdom at his hands,
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through the agency of Gabinius, and in return for s.c 43

that service he had sent a fleet to Pompey’s assis-
tance. I have heard, indeed, that Pompey even
thought of fleeing to the Parthians, but I cannot
credit the report. For that race so hated the Romans
as a people ever since Crassus had made his expe-
dition against them, and Pompey especially, because
he was related to Crassus, that they had even im-
prisoned his envoy who came with a request for aid,
though he was a senator. And Pompey would never
have endured in his misfortune to become a suppliant
of his bitterest foe for what he had failed to obtain
while enjoying success. ‘

He set out, then, for Egypt, for the reasons
mentioned, and after coasting along the shore as
far as Cilicia crossed from there to Pelusium, where
Ptolemy was encamped while making war upon his
sister Cleopatra.  Bringing the ships to anchor, he
sent some men to remind the prince of the favour
shown his father and to ask that he be permitted
to land under certain definite guarantees; for he.
did not venture to disembark before obtaining some
guarantee of safety. Ptolemy gave him no answer,
for he was still a mere boy, but some of the Egyp-
tians and Lucius Septimius, a Roman who had
once served with Pompey and after becoming asso-
ciated with Gabinius had been left behind by him
with some troops to guard Ptolemy, came in the
guise of friends; bub they impiously plotted against
him and by their act brought a curse upon themselves
and all Egypt. For not only did they themselves
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perish not long afterward, but the Egyptians for sc.as

their part were first delivered to be slaves of Cleo-
patra, which they particularly disliked, and later
were enrolled among the subjects of Rome. At this
time, then, Septimius and Achillas, the commander-
in-chief, and others who were with them declared
they would readily receive Pompey, their purpose
being that he might be the more easily deceived
and ensnared. So they sent his messengers on
ahead, after some had bidden them be of good
cheer, and afterwards the conspirators themselves
embarked on some small boats and sailed out to
him. After many friendly greetings they begged
him to come over to their boats, declaring that by
reason of its size and the shallow water a ship could
not come close to land and that Ptolemy was very
eager to see him promptly. Accordingly, though all
his fellow-voyagers urged him not to do so, [he
changed boats], trusting in his hosts and saying
merely :

“ Whoever to a tyrant wends his way,
His slave is he, €’en though his steps be free.”

Now when they drew near the land, fearing that
if he met Ptolemy he might be saved, either by
the king himself or by the Romans who were with
him or by the Egyptians, who regarded him with
very kindly feelings, they killed him before sailing
into the harbour. He uttered not a word and made
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no complaint, but as soon as he perceived their plot =c.4s

and recognized that he would not be able to ward
them off or escape, he veiled his face.

Such was the end of Pompey the Great, whereby
was proved once more the weakness and the strange
fortune of the human race. For, although he was
not at all deficient in foresight, but had always been
absolutely secure against any force able to do him
harm, yet he was deceived ; and although he had won
many unexpected victories in Africa, and many, too,
in Asia and Furope, both by land and by sea, ever
since boyhood, yet now in his fifty-eighth year he
was defeated without apparent reason. Although he
had subdued the entire Roman sea, he perished on
it; and although he had once been, as the saying is,
“ master of a thousand ships,” ! he was destroyed in
a tiny boat near Egypt and in a sense by Ptolemy,
whose father he had once restored from exile to that
land and to his kingdom. The man whom Roman
soldiers were then still guarding,—soldiers left be-
hind by Gabinius as a favour from Pompey and on
account of the hatred felt by the Egyptians for the
young prince’s father,—this very man seemed to have
put him to death by the hands of both Egyptians
and Romans. Thus Pompey, who previously had
been considered the most powerful of the Romans,
so that he even received the nickname of Agamem-
non,? was now butchered like one of the lowest of

1 A reference to the Trojan expedition. The actual
number of ships under Pompey’s command was 270 at the
outset of the war with the pirates.

2 Platarch (Pomp. 67, 3; Caes. 41, 1) says that Domitius
Ahenobarbus styled him Agamemnon and King of Kings in
order to bring him into disfavour. .

123



(=~

DIO’S ROMAN HISTORY
J,XZ'yvvrv-[cov éaxaros, mpés e ¢ Kacip® dpe ral
év Tﬁhﬁ,uépz; €v 7 moTe Td Te TOD MBpiddrov rai
TA TOV KATATOVTLOTOV émwinia fyayey, éodd
(;S\O‘T(:‘ pndévy unde év TolTw 6/Ao7z70?y7]r)tl9ﬁ;ac-¢é'vryjrt
vap T \ﬁ,u’e'pclz e’/c,eivy Ta NapmwpoéraTa wplv wopdfas
ToTe Ta ahyeworaTa émabe, ral és wdvras Tovs
moMTas Tovs Kaoolovs éx XPNoHoD TLves Umo-
zr*reﬁaw 7/rp69 uev  dvdpos? Kaoalov oddevis
éreBovheitln, mwapa 8¢ Oy TH dper ¢ THY émi-
KMo Tl Exovti kal amébave ral érdo.
'Z'(;)Z/ o¢ 87\7! o-y,mr?»eév"rwv alr@ ol pév adrira
ia)»wo‘av\ ol ’Se :cal ébuyov, dANoL Te Kal 6 Tals
i) T€ quun avTod. kal % uev xal és Ty Pduny
pera Tabra \a&zms‘ TU)oUoca avesdldn, o 8& &y
2éEros és Tiw CAdpukiy mpos Tov aSedov Tov
Il'vatov ’e’/co,u,c’o‘ﬁn' ToUTOls yap 81 Tols Svéuact
SLa/ce/cf’)LSaTaL, émedy Ty Tov Ilopmyiov mpdo-
pnow audoTepor elyov.

K/ai'a'a,p o 0}9 TOTE META TV udYMY TA KaT-
emelyovra 31;’9016770'(17‘0, Ty pév ‘BANdSa Td e Novmra
Ta Tavty ai\ows Tiol kal mpoamwoteicar ral
/,caﬁo’ci-Taa@aL mpocérager, avros 8¢ Tov Toumiiov
ew:e&ﬂcofe. ) \/ca} ,l,l.éX/pL wev s "Actas kata wocTw
airod Wpouov\?’ ety On, évradfa 8¢, émedy undels
o?ryﬁwev’rkevﬁcwg 7’;1// nmioTaro, évdiétpifrev. olrw
3\01{7} ¢v Tixy mdvra aiTd mwpoeywper daTe Kal
7oV EXanrTrov:rov v _mopBueilep Tl mepatoduevos
CVETUXE pev TH 'roz") Mopmniov vavrikd perd Tob
Kacr\cnm(/ Tod Aovkiou mAéovTe, 00 pévov 8¢ odSew
dewor v abrdy Emalbev, NG kal wpockaTa-

! Kaoly v. Hegw., {.cfw(riwl L. % awdpds Xiph., ardpav L.
wpoiey Leuncl., mposidy L.

124

BOOK XLII

the Egyptians themselves, not only near Mount z.c. 4

Casius but on the anniversary of the day on which he
had once celebrated a triumph over Mithridates and
the pirates. So even in this respect the two
parts of his career were utterly contradictory: on
that day of yore he had gained the most brilliant
success, whereas he now suffered the most grievous
fate ; again, following a certain oracle, he had been
suspicious of all the citizens named Cassius, but
instead of being the object of a plot by any man
called Cassius he died and was buried beside the
mountain that had this name. Of his fellow-voyagers
some were captured at once, while others escaped,
among them his wife and son. His wife later ob-
tained pardon and came back safely to Rome, while
Sextus proceeded to Africa to his brother Gnaeus;
these are the names by which they were distinguished,
since they both bore the name of Pompey.

Caesar, when he had attended to pressing demands
after the battle and had assigned Greece and the
rest of that region to certain others to win over and
reduce, set out himself in pursuit of Pompey. He
hurried forward as far as Asia following information
received about him, and there waited for a time,
since no one knew which way he had sailed. Every-
thing turned out favourably for him; for instance,
while crossing the Hellespontin a kind of ferry-boat,
he met Pompey’s fleet sailing with Lucius Cassius in
command, but so far from suffering any harm at their
hands, he terrified them and won them over to his
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