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The following is contained in the TForty-fifth of Dio’s

Rome :—

About Gaius Octavius, who afterward was named Augustus

(chaps. 1-9). }

About Sextus, the son of Pompey (chap. 10).

How Caesar and Antony began to quarrel (chaps. 11-17).

How Cicero delivered a public speech against Antony (chaps.

18-47).

B.C.

44 Duration of time, the remainder of the fifth dictatorship
of C. Iulius Caesar, with M. Aemilius Lepidus as
his master of the horse, and of his fifth consulship
with Marcus Antonius.

So much for Antony’s conduct. Now Gaius Oc-
tavius Caepias, as the son of Caesar’s niece, Attia,
was named, came from Velitrae in the Volscian
country; after being bereft of his father Octavius
he was brought up in the house of his mother and
her husband, Lucius Philippus, but on attaining
maturity lived with Caesar, For Caesar, being child-
less and basing great hopes upon him, loved and
cherished him, intending to leave him as successor
to his name, authority, and sovereignty. He was

jounlov raloapos (““the father of Augustus was Octavins, his
mother was Attia, sister of Caesar, so that Augustus was
nephew of Julius Caesar 7).

3 33eridfs Xyl., aderopiis LM Xiph. Zon.

4 avdpl Xyl., afergpd LM Xyl
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influenced largely by Attia’s emphatic declaration s.c. 44

that the youth had been engendered by Apollo; for
while sleeping once in his temple, she said, she
thought she had intercourse with a serpent, and
it was this that caused her at the end of the allotted
time to bear a son. Before he came to the light of

" day she saw in a dream her entrails lifted to the

heavens and spreading out over all the earth; and
the same night Octavius thought that the sun rose
from her womb. Hardly had the child been born
when Nigidius Figulus, a senator, straightway pro-
phesied for him absolute power. This man could
distinguish most accurately of his contemporaries
the order of the firmament and the differences
between the stars, what they accomplish when by
themselves and when together, by their conjunctions
and by their intervals, and for this reason had in-
curred the charge of practising some forbidden art.
He, then, on this occasion met Octavius, who, on
account of the birth of the child, was somewhat late
in reaching the senate-house (for there happened to
be a meeting of the senate that day), and upon ask-
ing him why he was late and learning the cause, he
cried out, “You have begotten a master over us.”
At this Octavius was alarmed and wished to destroy
the infant, but Nigidius restrained him, saying that
it was impossible for it to suffer any such fate.
These things were reported at that time; and while
the child was being brought up in the country, an
eagle snatched from his hands a loaf of bread and
after soaring aloft flew down and gave it. back to
him. When he was now a lad and was staying in
Rome, Cicero dreamed that the boy had been let
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down from the sky by golden chains to the Capitol
and had received a whip from Jupiter. He did not
know who the boy was, but meeting him the next
day on the Capitol itself, he recognized him and told
the vision to the bystanders. Catulus, who had like-
wise never seen Octavius, thought in his sleep that
all the noble boysihad marched in a solemn proces-
sion to Jupiter on the Capitol, and in the course of
the cerenmiony the god had cast what looked like an
image of Rome into that boy’s lap. Startled at this,
he went up to the Capitol to offer prayers to the
god, and finding there Octavius, who had gone up
for some reason or other, he compared his appearance
with the dream and convinced himself of the truth
of the vision. When, later, Octavius had grown up
and reached maturity and was putting on man’s
dress, his tunic was rent on both sides from his
shoulders and fell to his feet. Now this event in
itself not only foreboded no good as an omen, but it
also distressed those who were present because it
had happened on the occasion of his first putting on
man’s garb; it occurred, however, to Octavius to
say, I shall have the whole senatorial dignity be-
neath my feet,” and the outcome proved in accord-
ance with his words.
great hopes upon him as a result of all this,
enrolled him among the patricians, and trained
him for the rule, carefully educating him in all
the arts that should be possessed by one who was
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destined to direct well and worthily so great a power. r.c.44

Thus he was practised in oratory, not only in the
Latin language but in the Greek as well, was vigor-
ously trained in military service, and thoroughly
instructed in politics and the art of government.
Now this Oectavius chanced at the time that
Caesar was murdered to be in Apollonia on the
Ionic Gulf, pursuing his education; for he had been
sent ahead thither in view of Caesar’s intended
campaign against the Parthians. When he learned
what had happened, he was of course grieved, but
did not dare to begin a revolution at once; for he
had not yet heard that he had been made Caesar’s
son or even his heir, and moreover the first news he
received was to the effect that the people were of
one mind in the affair. When, however, he had
crossed to Brundisium and had been informed about
Caesar’s will and the people’s second thought, he
made no delay, particularly as he had large sums of
money and numerous soldiers who had been sent
ahead under his charge, but immediately assumed the
name of Caesar, succeeded to his estate, and began
to busy himself with public affairs. At the time he
seemed to some to have acted recklessly and daringly
in this, but later, thanks to his good fortune and the
successes he achieved, he acquired a reputation for
bravery for this act. For it has often happened that
men who were wrong in undertaking some project
have gained a reputation for good judgment, because
they had the luck to gain their ends; while others,
who made the best possible choice, have been
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charged with folly because they were not fortunate s.c. 44

enough to attain their objects. He, too, acted in a
precarious and hazardous fashion ; for he was only
just past boyhood, being eighteen years of age, and
saw that his succession to the inheritance and the
family was sure to provoke jealousy and censure ;
yet he set out in pursuit of objects such as had led
to Caesar’s murder, which had not been avenged,
and he feared neither the assassins nor Lepidus and
Antony. Nevertheless, he was not thought to have
planned badly, because he proved to be successful.
Heaven, however, indicated in no obscure manner all
the confusion that would result to the Romans from
it ; for as he was entering Rome a great halo with the
colours of the rainbow surrounded the whole sun.

In this way he who was formerly called Octavius,
but already by this time Caesar, and subsequently
Augustus, took a hand in public affairs; and he
managed and dealt with them more vigorously than
any man in his prime, more prudently than any
graybeard. In the first place, he entered the city
as if for the sole purpose of succeeding to the in-
heritance, coming as a private citizen with only a
few attendants, without any display. Again, he did
not utter threats against any one nor show that he
was displeased at what had occurred and would take
vengeance for it. Indeed, so far from demanding
of Antony any of the money that he had previously
plundered, he actually paid court to him, although
he was insulted and wronged by him. For Antony
did him many injuries both in word and deed,

415



'

DIO’S ROMAN HISTORY

wal Epye adTov éxdrov, /ca,l,"r\bv ]Jép’ov 7/(‘)1/
bpatpiaTicov® éopepbuevor, xal /bv Ty éomoln-
o adtob Ty é Ta Tov Katoapos ryevea@a\z
&et, alTos pév éomoivdale SfHlbev e’oeve:ylceiv, ’&,a
8¢ Snudpywy TwdY dveBdAreTo, bmws, s ,u.n,b\ezrw
aralis aldrod éx TOV vopwy @v, wiTe TL THS ovolas
ToNVTpaypovoly Kal wpos Ta &AAa ’daﬁevéa'"rep,os*
elp. ér obdv Tovtors o Kaloap fjoyarhe v,
o0 wévror kal dodalds mappnoidcactal R
Suvdpevos nreiyeTo, péypis ob To mwAfbos, i
ot Tov matépa avEnbévra fmicTaTo, TpoceTon]-
gato. opyny Te yap alTovs émi T@\e’/ceu:qv
Oavdre Exovras eldws, ral éavrtov &s kai '7r,¢u5a
avtod omovddcew énmicas, Tév Te ‘Avrdviov
dd Te Ty immapylav xal Oiua ,7*))1// TGV
opayéor ol Tipwpiav ,U.LO'ODVTLL,S‘ abde?;L€VO§,
émexetpnoe pev  Snuapyiioat mpbs Te TIv THs
Snpaywyias apopuny xai wpPOS Y uzroBoxozv
THs é¢ alris SuvacTeias, ral SLc’z TobTo Tijs
700 Kivwov xdpas revijs odons avremoujoato,
ko vlels 8¢ Umo Tdv mepl Tov Avrdviov oly
Hovyager, AANG 'lz,b,Be’,owv\ Kavvoiriov  Snpap-
xobvTa dvameloas €& e Tov Spakov Im' avrod
éoijxln, mpépacw THv Swpeav Ty Ka’f;a?\etgb-
Ocioav Vo Tov Kaioapos wonnaduequ,\ ral 327,11,93-
yophoas boa TpuotTe, TAUTYY TE ’eufzvs‘ érrioew
oplow Vméoyero Kal v’\i?\?»a’; av*r\<3vc2 TOANG
TposemiNTITE. KAl peta TobTo THY TaAviyupw
v éml 7f Tob "Adpodiciov ékmonjoet /ca):raSaX:
Oeloay, Hv Umodefduevol Twves fdvros ére Tob
1 pparpiaridy R. Steph., pparpicdy LM.

2 avrovs Rk., adrot LM.

416

PSS

BOOK XLV

particularly when the lex curiale was proposed by seon

which the transfer of Octavius into Caesar’s family
was to take place ; Antony Limself pretended to be
doing his best to have it passed, but through some
tribunes he kept securing its postponement, in order -
that the young man, not being as yet Caesar’s son
according to law, might not meddle with the
property and might be weaker in all other ways.
Caesar was vexed at this, but as he was unable to
speak his mind freely, he bore it until he had won
over the multitude, by whom he understood his
father had been raised to honour. For he knew
that they were angry at Caesar’s death and hoped
they would be devoted to him as his son, and he
perceived that they hated Antony on account of
his conduct as master of the horse and also for his
failure to punish the assassins. Hence he under-
took to become tribune as a starting point for
popular leadership and to secure the power that
would result from it; and he accordingly became
a candidate for the place of Cinna, which was vacant.
Though hindered by Antony’s followers, he did not
desist, and after using persuasion upon Tiberius
Cannutius, a tribune, he was by him brought before
the populace ; and taking as his pretext the gift be-
queathed the people by Caesar, he addressed them in
appropriate words, promising that he would discharge
this debt at once and giving them cause to hope for
much besides. ~After this came the festival appointed
in honour of the completion of the temple of Venus,
which some, while Caesar was still alive, had promised
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to celebrate, but were now holding in slight regard,
even as they did the games in the Circus in honour of
the Parilia ;! so, to win the favour of the populace, he
provided for it at his private expense, on the ground
that it concerned him because of his family. At
this time out of fear of Antony he did not bring into
the theatre either Caesar’s gilded chair or his crown
set with precious stones, as had been permitted by
decree. When, however, a certain star during all
those days appeared in the north toward evening,
which some called a comet, claiming that it foretold
the usual occurrences, while the majority, instead of
believing this, ascribed it to Caesar, interpreting it
to mean that he had become immortal and had been
received into the number of the stars, Octavius then
took courage and set up in the temple of Venus a
bronze statue of him with a star above his head.
And when this act also was allowed, no one trying to
prevent it through fear of the populace, then at last
some of the other decrees already passed in honour
of Caesar were put into effect. Thus they called one
of the months July after him, and in the course of
certain festivals of thanksgiving for victory they
sacrificed during one special day in memory of his
name.  For thes¢ reasons the soldiers also, par-
ticularly since some of them received largesses of
money, readily took the side of Caesar.

A rumour accordingly got abroad and it seemed
likely that something unusual would take place.
This belief was due particularly to the ecircumstance
that once, when Octavius wished to speak with
Antony in court about something, from an elevated
and conspicuous place, as he had been wont to do
in his father’s lifetime, Antony would not permit it,
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