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BOOK XLVII

- The following is contained in the Forty-seventh of Dio’s

Rome :—

How Caesar, Antony, and Lepidus came to Rome and per-
petrated murders (chaps. 1-19).

About Brotus and Cassius and what they did before the
battle of Philippi (chaps. 20-36).

How Brutus and Cassins weve defeated by Caesar and
perished (chaps. 37-49).

Duration of time, the remainder of the consulship of Gaius
Vibius Pansa and Aulus Hirtius, together with one addi-
tional year, in which there were the magistrates (consuls)
here enumerated :—

Zg. M. Aemilius M. F. Lepidus (II), L. Munatius L. F.
Plancus.

Arrer forming this compact and taking oaths they
hastened to Rome, giving the impression that they
were all going to rule on equal terms, but each having
the intention of getting the entire power himself,
Yet they had learned in advance very clearly before
this, and very plainly at this time also, what was
going to happen. Forin the case of Lepidus a serpent
that coiled about a centurion’s sword and a wolf that
entered his camp and his tent while he was eating
dinner and knocked over the table foretold at once
his future power and the trouble that was to follow it;
in the case of Antony, the flowing of milk round about
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the trenches and the resounding of a kind of chant =c. 43

at night foreshadowed the satisfactions that he was to
experience and the destruction that was to grow out
of them. These portents befell them before they
entered Italy ; but in Caesar’s case it was at this very
time, immediately after the covenant had been made,
that an eagle settled upon his tent and killed two
crows which had attacked it and were trying to pluck
out its feathers—a sign which gave him the victory
over -both his rivals.

So they came to Rome with all their troops, first
Caesar and then the others, each one separately, and
immediately they enacted through the tribunes the
laws they had agreed upon. For the measures which
they dictated and forced through not only assumed
the name of law, but actually had to be supported by
petitions, since the triumvirs required to be besought
earnestly to pass them. Hence sacrifices were voted
in honour of them as if for successes and the people
changed their attire as if they had been blessed by
fortune, although great fear was upon them because
of these very acts and still greater fear because of
omens. For the standards of the army which was
guarding the city became covered with cobwebs,
pieces of armour were seen to rise up from the
earth to the sky and a great clashing that came
from them was heard ; in the shrine of Aesculapius
bees gathered in swarms on the ceiling, and crowds
of vultures settled on the temple of the Genius
Populi and on that of Concordia.
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And while the people were still in this state of ».c. 13

mind, those murders by proseription which Sulla! had
once indulged in were once more resorted to and the
whole city was filled with corpses. Many were killed
in their houses, many even in the streets and here
and there in the fora and around the temples; the
heads of the victims were once more set up upon the

yostra and their bodies either allowed to lie where

they were, to be devoured by dogs and birds, or else
cast into the river. Everything that had been done
before in the days of Sulla occurred also at this time,
except that only two white tablets were posted, one
for the senators and one for the others. The reason
for this I have not been able to learn from anyone
else or to find out myself; for the only reasen that
might occur to one, namely, that fewer were to be
put to death, is by no means true, since many
more names were posted, owing to the fact that there
were more persons making the lists. However, this
circumstance did not cause these prosecriptions to
differ from the murders on the earlier occasion ; since
the posting of the names of the prominent citizens,
not promiscuously along with those of the rabble,
but ~ separately, must surely have seemed a very
absurd distinction to the men who were to be mur-
dered on precisely the same terms. But over against
this one difference there were not a few other con-
ditions of a very distressing nature that fell to their
lot, although Sulla’s proscriptions, to all appearances,
left no room for outdoing them. In Sulla’s time,
to be sure, the perpetrators had committed their
shocking deeds on the spur of the moment, inas-
much as they were trying this sort of thing for the

1 Cf. Frg. 109.
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first time, and not as the rvesult of deliberate plan- =.c. 43

ning, and hence in most cases they behaved less
wickedly, since they were acting, not with malice
aforethought, but as chance dictated ; and the victims,
encountering misfortunes which came upon them
suddenly and had never before been heard of by
them, found some alleviation in the unexpectedness
of their sufferings. At this time, however, when
men had either taken part themselves in all the
former terrible deeds, or had beheld them, or were at
any rate thoroughly acquainted with them from recent
descriptions, and accordingly in all the time between,
in the expectation of a recurrence of similar outrages,
had, on the one hand, been devising many additional
horrors, with the idea that they would inflict them,
and, on the other hand, been conjuring up additional
terrors with the idea that they would suffer them,
the perpetrators resorted to most unusual devices in
their emulation of the outrages of yore and their
consequent eagerness to introduce into their schemes,
by their ingenuity, novel features of some sort;
and the victims, reflecting upon all that they might
suffer, underwent great tortures in their minds even
before their bodies were put to torture, as if they
were already in the very midst of their sufferings.
Another reason for their faring worse on this occasion
than before was that previously only the enemies of
Sulla and of the leaders associated with him were
destroyed, whereas among the friends of Sulla or of
the other men no one perished, at least not at Sulla’s
bidding ; so that, apart from the very wealthy, who
can never be at peace on such occasions with the
man more powerful than themselves, all the rest had
no cause for fear. In this second series of murders,
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however, not only the men’s enemies or the rich s.c. 4

were being killed, but also their hest friends, in-
credible as it may seem. For in general almost no-
body had incurred the enmity of those men for any
mere private cause, to such an extent as to be
murdered by them; but it was their public relations
and their changing of their allegiance from one

_political leader to another that had created for the

Romans not only their friendships, but also their
violent enmities. For everyone who had made
common cause or codperated with his neighbour in
anything was regarded by all the rest in the light
of an enemy. And thus it came about that the
same persons had become friends of some one of
the leaders and enemies of them all as a body, so
that while privately each leader was merely tahing
vengeance upon those who had plotted against him,
as a group they were destroying even their dearest
friends. For in consequence of the dealings they
had had with one another they kept a sort of
reckoning of the items of “friend” and « enemy,”’
and no one of their number could take vengeance
on one of his own enemies, if he was a friend of
one of the other two, without giving up some friend
in return; and because of their resentment over
what was past and their suspicion regarding the
future they cared nothing about the saving of an
associate as over against their vengeance upon an
adversary, and therefore readily gave their friends
in return. In consequence they were now offering
up to each other their staunchest friends in return
for their bitterest enemies, and getting their most
implacable foes in return for their closest comrades,
sometimes exchanging equal numbers and some-
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times several for one or fewer for more, and carry- s.c. 4

ing on their negotiations in general after the
fashion of a market, particularly in over-bidding one
another as at an auction. If one person was found
who matched another in value so that there was a
parity between them, there was an even exchange;
but those whose value was enhanced by some ex-
cellence or rank or even relationship perished each
at the price of several lives. For, as is natural in
civil wars, which last a long time and involve many
incidents, many had in the course of the strife come
into collision even with their nearest relatives. For
example, Antony had found an enemy in his uncle,
Lucius Caesar, and Lepidus in his brother, Lucius
Paullus. But though the lives of these men were
spared, yet many of the rest were slaughtered even
in the houses of their friends and relatives, at whose
hands they most confidently expected to be saved
and honoured. For, in order that no one should
hesitate to kill another out of fear of being de-
prived of the rewards,—inasmuch as Marcus Cato,
in his quaestorship, had demanded back from those
who had murdered anyone in the time of Sulla all
that they had received for their work,—they pro-
claimed that the name of none of the perpetrators
should be registered in the public records. En-
couraged by this, men proceeded to slay, in addition
to the others, also the well-to-do, even when they
had no dislike for any of them. For since they stood
in need of vast sums of money and had no other
source from which to satisfy the desires of their
soldiers, they affected a kind of common enmity
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against the rich. And among the many other lawless e.c. 43

acts they committed in carrying out this policy, they
took a lad and enrolled him among the youths of
military age, in order that they might kill him as
now classed among the grown men.

These acts were committed chiefly by Lepidus and
Antony ; for they had been honoured by the former
Caesar for many years, and as they had been holding
offices and governorships for a long time they had
many enemies. But Caesar seems to have taken part
in the business merely because of his sharing the
authority, since he himself had no need at all to kill
a large number; for he was not naturally cruel and
had been brought up in his father’s ways. Moreover,
as he was still a young man and had just entered
politics, he was under no necessity in any case of
hating many persons violently, and, besides, he wished
to be loved. A proof of this is that from the time
he broke off his joint rulership with his colleagues
and held the power alone he no longer did anything
of the sort. And even at this time he not only re-
frained from destroying many but actually saved a
very large number; and he treated with great se-
verity those who betrayed their masters or friends
and very leniently those who helped others ; witness
the case of Tanusia, a woman of note. She at first
concealed her husband Titus Vinius, one of the pro-
scribed, in a chest at the house of a freedman named
Philopoemen and so made it appear that he had been
killed. Later she waited for a popular festival, which
a relative of hers was to direct, and through the
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Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net



http://www.brainfly.net/teachers.htm
http://www.brainfly.net
mailto:webcomments@brainfly.net



