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The following is contained in the Forty-ninth of Dio’s
Rome :—

How Caesar conquered Sextus and overthrew Lepidus
(chaps. 1-18).

How: Ventidius conquered and slew Pacorus and drove the
Parthians across the Euphrates (chaps. 19-21).

How Antony was defeated by the Parthians (chaps. 22-33).

How Caesar subjugated the Pannonians (chaps. 34-38).

How Antony by guile captured Artavasdes, the king of
Armenia (chaps. 39-41).

How the Portico of Paulus was consecrated (chap. 42).

How Mauretanja Caesariensis fell to the Romans (chap.
43).

Duration of time, four years, in which there were the
magistrates (consuls) here enumerated :—

B.C.
36 L. Gellius L. F, Publicola, M. Cocceius . . . Nerva.
35 L. Cornificius L. F. Sextus Pompeius Sex. F.

34 M. Antonius M, T, (II), L. Scribonius L. F. Libo.
33 Caesar (11), L. Volcacius L. F. Tullus.

Arw this happened in the winter in which Lucius
Gellius and Cocceius Nerva became consuls. When
the fleet had been made ready and spring had setin,
Caesar set out from Baiae and coasted along Italy
with great hopes of encompassing Sicily on all sides.

4. .. vi. added by Bs.

5 Népovas R. Steph., vépBas LM.

® Toumhios Xyl., mémries LM.

7 #mw. added by Bs. & A. L, om. M,
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For he was sailing thither with many ships himself s.c.ss

and those of Antony were already in the strait;
also Lepidus had reluctantly promised to assist
him. But his chief ground of confidence lay in
the height of his vessels and the thickness of
their timbers ; they had been built unusually stout
and unusually high, in order not only to carry the
largest possible number of marines (in fact they had
towers on them, in order that the men might fight
from higher ground, as if from a wall), but also to
withstand the attacks of the opposing vessels and at
the same time bend back their beaks, since the vio-
lence of their collision would be increased thereby.
With such plans Caesar was hastening to Sicily. As
he was passing the promontory named Palinurus a
great storm fell upon him; this destroyed many
ships, and Menas, coming upon the rest while they
were in confusion, burned or towed away many of
them. And had he not again changed sides, on the
promise of immunity and because of some other
hopes, and betrayed the whole fleet that he com-
manded by receiving some triremes that simulated
desertion, Caesar’s voyage to Sicily on this occasion
also would have proved fruitless. Menas acted as
he did because he was not allowed by Sextus to
fight against Lepidus and was under suspicion in all
other ways. Caesar received him very gladly on
this occasion also, but trusted him no longer. And
when he had repaired the damaged ships, freed the
slaves that were serving on the triremes, and assigned
the reserves (many of whom had escaped by leaping
overboard when their vessels were destroyed in the
wreck) to Antony’s fleet, which was short of men, he
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came to Lipara; and leaving there Agrippa and the s.c. 36

ships, he returned to the mainland, in order to tralvls—
port the infantry also to Sicily, when an opportunity
should arise. ‘

On learning of this Sextus himself remained at
anchor off Messana, waiting for Caesar to cross, but
he ordered Demochares to anchor opposite Agrippa
at Mylae. These two men spent most of the time
in testing each other’s strength as opportunity
offered, but they did not dare to risk an engagement
with their entire armaments; for they were not ac-
quainted with each other’s forces and on bo.th sides
the reports that circulated about the opposing fleet
were exaggerated and made more fear-mspn‘lng: than
the reality. But finally Agrippa realized that it was
not advantageous for him to delay,—for the forces
of Sextus, lying as they did in home waters,’ l)ad.no
need of haste,—and so, taking the best of his ships,
he set out for Mylae to spy out the numbers of the
enemy. And when he found that he could not see
them all and that none of them wished to come out
into the open sea, he came to despise tht?m, and on
his return made preparations to sail against Mylae
on the following day with all his ships. And Demo-
chares came to much the same conclusion ; for he
had the idea that the ships which had approached
him were all alone, and seeing that they sailed very
slowly by reason of their size, he sent hfor Sextus by
night and proceeded to make preparations to at.tzfcl{
Lipara itself. ~When day broke, they ‘were sailing
against each other, both sides expecting to meet
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inferior numbers.
together and each force contrary to its expectation
saw that its opponents were much more numerous
than they had supposed, both alike were at first
thrown into confusion, and some even backed water.
Then, fearing flight more than battle, because in the
one case they hoped they should prevail, whereas in
the other they expected to be utterly destroyed, they
sailed out to meet each other and when they came
to close quarters joined in battle. The one side sur-
passed in the number of its ships, the other in the
experience of its sailors ; one side was helped by the
height of the vessels and the thickness of the cat-
heads and also the towers, but these advantages were
counterbalanced by the manoeuvring of the other
side, and the superior strength of Caesar’s marines
was matched by the daring of those of Sextus, the
majority of whom fought with great desperation
inasmuch as they were deserters from Italy. Conse-
quently, since each side had the points of superiority
and likewise of inferiority that I have named with
respect to the other, they found their total strength
equal as the result of the even balance of their
resources ; and on this account they at last fought
on even terms for a long time. The followers of
Sextus alarmed their opponents by the way they
dashed up the waves, and they also damaged some
of their ships by assailing them with a rush and
ripping open the parts that were beyond the banks
of oars,! but since they were assailed with missiles
from the towers at the moment of attack and were
brought alongside by grappling irons, they suffered no
less harm than they inflicted. And Caesar’s forces,

! The prows and sterns.
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when they came into close conflict and crossed over s.c. 26

to the hostile ships, proved superior; but as the
enemy leaped overboard into the sea whenever their
vessels sank, and because of their good swimming
and light equipment succeeded easily in climbing
aboard others, the attackers were at a corresponding
disadvantage. Meanwhile, in the case of the ships
also, the rapidity of movement of those on the one
side counterbalanced the steadiness of those on the
other side, and the weight of the latter made up for
the lightness of the former.

Late in the day, however, toward nightfall, Caesar’s
forces were at last victorious, but they did not give
chase. The reason, as it appears to me and as may
with probability be conjectured, was that they could
not overtake the fleeing ships and were afraid of
running ashore, since the coast abounded in shoals
with which they were unacquainted ; but some assert
that Agrippa thought it sufficient merely to rout his
adversaries, since he was fighting for Caesar and not
for himself. For he was wont to say to his intimate
friends that most men in positions of power wish no
one to be superior to themselves, but attend person-
ally without the use of agents to most matters—to
all, in fact, that afford them an easy victory—and
assign the more difficult and extraordinary tasks to
others. And if they ever do find themselves obliged
to entrust an enterprise of the better sort to their
assistants, they are irritated and displeased at the
fame these subordinates win, and although they do
not pray that they may be defeated and fare badly,
yet they do not choose to have them win a complete
success and secure glory from it. His advice, there-
fore, was that the man who expected to come out
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alive should relieve his masters of undertakings n.c. 3¢

which involve great difficulty and reserve for them
the successes. As for me, I know that all this is
naturally so and that Agrippa paid heed to these prin-
ciples, but I am not saying that on that particular
occasion this was the reason for his failure to pursue ;
for he would not have been able to catch up with
the foe no matter how much he might have desired it.

While the naval battle was in progress, Caesar, as
soon as he perceived that Sextus had departed from .
Messana and that the strait was destitute of a
garrison, did not let slip this ¢ chance of war,” 1 but
immediately embarked on Antony’s vessels and
crossed over to Tauromenium ; however, he enjoyed
no good fortune in doing so. No one, to be. sure,
interfered with his sailing or his disembarking, and
he was quite undisturbed in general and also when
he made his camp; but when the naval battle was
over, Sextus came with all speed to Messana, and
learning of Caesar’s presence he quickly filled his
ships with fresh troops and attacked him at one and
the same time with this fleet and with his heavy-armed
troops on land. Caesar did not even come out to
fight the - infantry, but -sailing out against Sextus,
because he despised the enemy’s fleet with its small
number of vessels and because they had been
previously defeated, he lost the greater part of his
fleet and barely avoided destruction himself. Indeed,
he could not even escape to his own men in Sicily,
but was glad to reach the mainland in safety. And
though he himself was then in security, yet when he
saw his army cut off on the island, he was terribly
distressed. His confidence was not restored until a

! An expression borrowed from Thucydides (iii. 30).
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fish of its own accord leaped out of the sea and fell s.c.ss

at his feet; this incident gave him courage once
more, for he believed the soothsayers who told him
that he should make the sea his slave.

Caesar, now, was sending urgent messages to
Agrippa to come to the aid of his soldiers in Sieily,
and these troops meanwhile were being besieged.
And when their provisions began to fail them and
no rescuing force appeared, Cornificius, their leader,
became afraid that if he stayed where he was he
should in the course of time be compelled by hunger
to yield to his besiegers; and he reflected that
while he tarried there in that same spot none of
the enemy would join issue with him, because he
was superior in heavy-armed troops, but if he should
leave his camp in any direction one of two things
would happen—either he would overpower the
enemy, if they joined battle with him, or, if they
declined battle, he would retire to a place of safety,
get a supply of provisions, and obtain some help from
Caesar or from Agrippa. Therefore he burned all the
vessels that had been left over from the sea-fight and
had been cast up beside the entrenchments, and set
out as if to proceed to Mylae. Both cavalry and
light-armed troops attacked him from a distance, not
daring to come to close quarters, and proved exceed-
ingly troublesome to him; for they would not only
attack whenever opportunity offered but would also
quickly retreat again, whereas his men, being heavy-
armed, could not pursue them in any case owing to
the weight of their armour, and moreover were
endeavouring to protect the unarmed men who had
been saved from the fleet. Consequently they were
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