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The following is contained in the Fifty seventh of Dio’s
Lome :—

About Tiberius (chap. 1 ff.).

How Cappadocia began to be governed by Romans (chap. 17).
How Germanicus Caesar died (chap. 18).

How Drusus Caesar died (chap. 22).

Duration of time, eleven years, in which there were the
magistrates (consuls) here enumerated :—

A.D.
15 Drusus Caesar Tiberi f., C. Norbanus C. {. Flaccus.
16 T.LStatilius T. f. Sisenna Taurus, L. Scribonius L. f.
ibo.
17 C. Caecilius C. f. Nepos [or*] Rufus, L. Pomponius L. f.
Flaccus.
18 Ti. Caesar Augustif. (ITI), Germanicus Caesar Ti. f. (II).
19 M. Iunius M. {. Silanus, C. Norbanus C. f. Flaccus [or *]
Balbus.
20 M. Valerius M. f. Messalla, M. Aurelius M. f. Cotta.
21 Ti. Caesar Augusti f. (IV), Drusus Iulius Ti. f, (IT),
22 Deeir{lbus Haterius C. f. Agrippa, C. Sulpicius Serg. f.
xalba.
23 C, Asinius C. . Pollio, C. Antistins C. £, Vetus.
24 Se{rgius Cornelius Sergi f. Cethegus, L. Visellius C, f.
arro.
25 M. Asinins C. f. Agrippa, Cossus Cornelius Cossi f.
Lentulus.

1 «QOr” is perhaps to be deleted.

10 r¢aBas R. Steph., ydAovas M.

1t Opéros Xyl., loboTos M.

12 A, OlwgéAnos Xyl., xnrovaéaros M, 4. e. K. % A, Oir-
céAos ? 15 1, vi. Ryckius, A, vi. M.

14 Oddppwy H. Steph., oddpwr M,

15 M. R. Steph., ' 27y’ M.

18 1, Bs., M. R. Steph., p/ 7y’ M.
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TieEriUs was a patrician of good education, but he ap.14

had a most peculiar nature. He never let what he
desired appear in his conversation, and what he said
he wanted he usually did not desire at all. . On the
contrary, his words indieated- the exact opposite of
his real purpose ; he denied all interest in what he
longed for, and urged the claims of what he hated.
He would exhibit anger over matters that were very
far from arousing his wrath, and make a show of
affability where he was most vexed. He would
pretend to pity those whom he severely punished,
and would retain a grudge against those whom he
pardoned. Sometimes he would regard his bitterest
foe as if he were his most intimate companion, and
again he would treat his dearest friend like the
veriest stranger. In short, he thought it bad policy
for the sovereign to reveal his thoughts ; this was
often the cause, he said, of great failures, whereas
by the opposite course far more and greater suc-
cesses were attained. Now if he had merely followed
this method quite consistently, it would have been
easy for those who had once come to know him to
be on their guard against him ; for they would have
taken everything by exact contraries, regarding his
seeming indifference to anything as equivalent to his
ardently desiring it, and his eagerness for anything
as equivalent to his not caring for it. But, as it was,
he became angry if anyone gave evidence of under-
standing him, and he put many to death for no other
offence than that of having comprehended him.
While it was a dangerous matter, then, to fail to
understand him,—for people often came to grief by
approving what he said instead-of what he wished,—
it was still more dangerous to understand him, since

I13
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people were then suspected of discovering his practice .14

and consequently of being displeased ~with it.
Practically the only. sort of man, therefore,.that
could maintain himself,—and such persons. .were
very rare,~—was one who neither.misunderstood his
nature nor exposed it fo others; for under these
conditions men were neither deceived by believing
him nor hated for showing that they understood his
motives. ) He certainly gave people a vast amount
of trouble whether they opposed what he said or
agreed with him ; for inasmuch as he really wished
one thing to be done but wanted to appear to desire
something different, he was bound to find men
opposing him from either point of view, and there-
fore was hostile to the one class because of his
real feelings, and to the other for the sake of

appearancesf}

it was due to this characteristic, that, as emperor,
he immediately sent a dispatch from Nola to all the
legions and provinces, though he did not elaim to be
emperor ; for he would not accept this name, which
was voted to him along with the others, and though
taking the inheritance left him by Augustus, he would
not adopt the title “ Augustus.” At a time when

Le was already surrounded by the bodyguards, he -

actually asked the senate to lend him assistance so
that he might not meet with any violence at the
burial of the emperor ; for he pretended to be afraic
that people might catch up the body and burn it
in the Forum, as they had done with that of Caesar.
When somebody thereupon facetiously proposed that
he be given a guard, as if he had none, he saw
through the man’s irony and answered: “The
soldiers do not belong to me, but to the State.”

11§
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Such was his action in this matter; and similarly he s.0.14

was administering in reality all the business of the
empire while declaring that he did not want it at all.

At first he kept saying he would give up the-rule_

entirely on account of his age (he was fifty.six) and
“of his near-sightedness (for although he saw extremely
well in the dark, his sight was very poor in the day-
time) ; but later he asked for some associates and
colleagues, though not with the intention that they
should jointly rule the whole empire, as in an
oligarchy, but rather dividing it into three parts,
one of which he would retain himself, while giving up
the remaining two to others. One of these portions
consisted of Rome and the rest of Italy, the second
of the legions, and the third of the subject peoples
outside. When now he became very urgent, most
of the senators still opposed his expressed purpose,and
begged him to govern the whole realm ; but Asinius
{Gallus, who always employed the blunt speech of his
father more than was good for him, replied : “ Choose
whichever portion you wish.” Tiberius rejoined :
“How can the same man both  make the division
and choose?” Gallus, then, perceiving into what
a plight he had fallen, tried to find -words to please
him and answered: “ It was not with the idea that
you should have only a third, but rather to show the
impossibility of the empire’s being divided, that I
made this suggestion to you.” As a matter of fact,
however, he did not mollify Tiberius, but after first
undergoing many dire sufferings he was at length mur-
dered. For Gallus had married the former wife of Ti-
berius and claimed Drusus as his son, and he was con-
sequently hated by the other even before this incident.
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Tiberius acted in this way at that time, chiefly an.14

because it was his nature to do so and because he
had determined upon that policy, but partly also
because he was suspicious of both the Pannonian
and Germanic legions and feared Germanicus, then
governor of the province of Germany and beloved
by them. For he had previously made sure of the
soldiers in Italy by means of the oaths of allegiance
established, by Augustus; but as he was suspicious
of the othels, he was ready for either alternative,
intending to save himself by retiring to private life
in case the legions should revolt and prevail. For
this reason he often feigned illness and remained at
home, so as not to be compelled to say or do any-
thing definite. I have even heard that when it
began to be said that Livia had secured the rule for
him contrary to the will of Augustus, he took steps
to let it appear that he had not received it from her,
whom he cordially hated, but under compulsion
from the senators by reason of his surpassing them
in excellence. Another story I have heard is to the
effect that when he saw that people were cool
toward him, he waited and delayed until he had
become complete master of the empire, lest in the
hope of his voluntarily resigning it they should rebel
before he was ready for them. Still, I do not mean
to record these stories as giving the true causes
of his behaviour, which was due rather to his regular
disposition and to the unrest among the soldiers.
Indeed, he immediately sent from Nola and caused
Agrippa to be put to death. He declared, to be
sure, that this had not been done by his orders and

2 Erparter Bs., énharrer M.
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made threats agaiﬁst the perpetrator of the deed; a.p.1s

yét he did nét punish him at all, but allowed men
to invent their own versions of the- affair, some to

- the effect that Augustus had put Agrippa out of the
- way just before his death, others that the centurion

who ‘was guarding him had slain him on his own
responsibility for some revolutionary dealings, and
still others that Livia instead of Tiberius had ordered

-his death.

This rival, then, he got rid of at once, but of
Germanicus he stood in great-fear. For the troops
in Pannonia had mutinied as soon as they-learned of
the death of Augustus, and coming together into one
camp and strengthening it, they committed many
rebelliousacts. Among other things they attempted
to kill their commander, Junius Blaesus, and arrested
and tortured his slaves. Their demands were, in
brief, that their term of service should be limited
to sixteen years, that they should be paid a denarius
per day, and that they should receive their prizes
then and there in the camp ; and they threatened,
in case they did not obtain these demands, to cause
the province to revolt and then to march. upon Rome.
However, they were at this time finally and with no
little difficulty won over by Blaesus;and sent €nvoys
to Tiberius at Rome in their behalf ; for they hoped
in connexion with the change in the government to
gain all their desires, either by frightening Tiberius
or by giving the supreme power to another. Later,
when Drusus came against them with the Pretorians,
they fell to rioting. when no definite answer was
given them. and they wounded some of his followers
and placed a guard round about him in the night to
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prevent his- escape.  But when the moon suffered ap. 1

eclipse, they took the omen to heart and their spirit
abated, so_that they did no further harm to this
detachment and dispatched envoys again to Tiberius.
Meanwhile a great storm came up; and when in
consequence all had retired to their own quarters,
the beldest. spirits were put out of the way in one
manner or aho*\t{her,_either by Drusus himself in his
own tent, whither they had been summoned as if
for some other purpose, or else by his followers ; and
the rest were redueed to submission, and even surren-
dered for punishment some of their number whom
they represented to have been responsible for the
mutiny.

These troops, then, were reduced to quiet in the
manner described ; but the soldiers in the provinee
of Germany, where many had been assembled on
account of the war, would not hear of moderation,
since they saw that Germanicus was at once a
Caesar and far superior to Tiberius, but putting for-
ward the same demands as the others, they heaped
abuse upon Tiberius and saluted Germanicus, as
emperor. When the latter after much pleading
found himself uvable to reduce them to order, he
finally drew his sword as if to slay himself; at.this
they jeeringly shouted their approval, and one of
them proffered his own sword, saying : « Take this ;
this is sharper.” Germanicus, accordingly, seeing
to what lengths the matter had gone, did not venture
to kill himself, particularly as he did not believe
they would stop their disturbance in any case. ,In-
stead, he composed a letter purporting to have.been
sent by ‘Tiberius and then gave. them twice the
amount of the gift bequeathed them by Augustus,
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