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The following is contained in the Fifty-ninth of Dio’s

Lome:—

About Gaius Caesar, called also Caligula (chaps. 1-6).

How the shrine of Augustus was de(hcated (chap. 7).

How the Mauretanias began to be governed by Romans
(chap. 25).

How Gaius Caesar died (chaps. 29-30).

Duration of time, the remainder of the consulship of
Guaeas Acerronins and Pontius Nigrinus, together with
three additional years, in which there were the magwtmtes
(consuls) here enumerated :—
A.D.

38 M. Aquila C. f. Julianus, P. Nonius M. f. Asprenas.

39 C. Caesar Germanicus (II), L. Apronius L. f. Caesianus.
40 C. Caesar (I1I).

41 C. Caesar (IV), Cn. Sentius Cn. f. Saturninus.

(This last year is not counted in with the others, since most
of its events are recorded in Book I.X.)

..

Tuese are the stories, then, that have been handed
down about Tiberius. His successor was Gaius, the
son of Germanicus and Agrippina, who was also
known, as I have stated,! by the names of Ger-
manicus and Caligula. Tiberius, to be sure, had
left the empire to his grandson Tiberius as well;
but Gaius sent his will to the senate by Macro and
caused it to be declared null and void by the consuls
and the others with whom he had arranged matters
beforehand, on the ground that the testator had not

1 Cf. lvii. 5, 6.

6 Raaryérar H. Steph., warieydrar M (but with one A
in lvii. 5, 6).
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been of sound mind, as shown by the fact that he amn.s7

had permitted a mere boy to rule over them, who
did not yet possess the right even to enter the
senate. Thus Gaius at the time promptly deprived
the lad of the throne, and later, in spite of baving
adopted him, he put him to death. It availed
naught that Tiberius in his will had expressed the
same purpose in a number of ways, as if this would
lend it some force, nor yet that it had all been read
at this time by Macro in the senate. But, of course,
no injunction can have any weight against the in-
gratitude or the might of one’s successors. Thus
Tiberius suffered the same treatment that he had
accorded to his mother, with this difference only,
that, whereas he had discha rged none of the opli-
gations imposed by her will in the case of anybody,
his bequests were paid to all the beneficiaries except
his grandson. This, in particular, made it perfectly
plain that the whole fault found with the will had
been invented on account of the lad. Gaius, it is
true, need not have published it, as he surely was
not unacquainted with the contents ; but inasmuch
as many knew what was init, and it seemed probable
that he himself in the one case or the senate in the
other would be blamed for its suppression, he chose
rather to have it overthrown by the senators than to
keep it concealed. At the same time, by paying all
the bequests of Tiberius, as if they were his own, to
every one else, he gained with the multitude a
certain reputation for generosity. Thus,in company
with the senate, he mspe(-ted the Pretorians at drill
and distributed to them the money that had been

8 gn’ Reim., an’ M.
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bequeathed them, amounting to a thousand sesterces a.p.37

apiece ; and he added as much more on his own
account. To the people ke paid over the forty-five
millions bequeathed to them, and, in addition, the
two hundred and forty sesterces apiece which they
had failed to receive on the occasion of his assuming
the foga virilis, together with interest amounting to
sixty sesterces. He also paid the bequests to the
city troops, to the night-watch, to those of the
regular army outside of Italy, and to any other army
of citizens that was in the smaller forts, the city
guard receiving five hundred sesterces per man, and
all the others three hundred. He behaved in this
same way also in regard to Livia’s will, executing all
its provisions. And if he had only spent the rest of
the money in a fitting manner, he would have been
regarded as a generous and munificent ruler. It
was, to be sure, his fear of the people and the
soldiers that in some instances led him to make
these gifts, but in general they were made on
principle ; for he paid the bequests not only of
Tiberius but also of his great-grandmother,! as well
those left to private citizens as the public ones. As
it was, however, he lavished boundless sums upon
actors (whose recall? he at once brought about),
upon horses, upon gladiators, and everything of the
sort; and thus in the briefest space of time he
exhausted the large sums of money that had
accumulated in the treasury and at the same time
convicted himself of having made the eatlier gifts,
also, as the result of an easy-going temper and lack of

1 Livia.
2 They had been banished by Tiberius ; cf. lvii. 21, 3.
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judgment.
treasury 2,300,000,000 or, according to others,
3,300,000,000 sesterces,! and yet did not make any
part of it last into the third year, but in his very
second year found himself in need of vast sums in
addition.

He went through this same process of deterior-
ation, too, in almost all other respects. Thus, he
had seemed at first most democratic, to such a
degree, in fact, that he would send no letters either
to the people or to the senate nor assume any of the
imperial titles; yet he became most autocratic, so
that he took in one day all the honours which
Augustus had with difficulty been induced to accept,
and then only as they were voted to him one at’a
time during the long extent of his reign, some” of
which indeed Tiberius had refused to accept at all.
Indeed, he postponed none of them except the title
of Fathe ,% and even that he acquired after no long
time. 'llloLgh he had proved himself the most
libidinous of men, had seized one woman at the very
moment of her marriage,® and had dragged others
from their husbands,? he afterwards came to hate
them all save one; and he would certainly have
detested her, had he lived longer. Towards his
mother, his sisters, and his grandmother Antonia he
conducted himself at first in the most dutiful manner
possible. His grandmother he immediately saluted
as Augusta, and appointed her to be priestess of
Augustus, granting to her at once all the privileges

1 See note on Greek text.
2 Pater patriae.
3 See chap. 8, 7.
¢ See chap. 12, 1
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of the Vestal Virgins.
these privileges of the Vestal Virgins, also that of
witnessing the games in the Circus with him from
the imperial seats, and the right to have uttered in
their behalf, also, not only the prayers annually offered
by the magistrates and priests for his welfare and
that of the State, but also the oaths of allegiance
that were sworn to his rule. He himself sailed
across the sea, and with his own hands collected and
brought back the benes of his mother and of his
brothers who had died; and wearing the purple-
bordered toga and attended by lictors, as at a
triumph, he deposited their remains in the tomb of
Augustus. He annulled all the measures that had
been voted against them, punished all who had
plotted against them, and recalled such as wei€ in
exile on their account. Yet, after doing all this, he
showed himself the most impious of men toward
both his grandmother and his sisters. For he forced
the former to seek death by her own hand, because
she had rebuked him for something; and as for his
sisters, after ravishing them all he confined two of
them on an island, the third having already died.
He even demanded that Tiberius, whom he called
grandfather, should receive from the senate the same
honours as Augustus; but when these were not
immediately voted (for the senators could not, on
the one hand, bring themselves to honour him, nor
yet, on the other hand, make bold to dishonour him,
because they were not yet clearly acquainted with
the character of their young master, and were con-
sequently postponing all action until he should be
present), he bestowed upon him no mark of dis-
tinction other than a public fuueral, after causing
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the body to be brought into the city by night and a.p.37

laid cut at daybreak. And though he delivered a
speech over it, he did not say so much in praise of
Tiberius as he did to remind the people of Augustus
and Germanicus and incidentally to commend him-
self to them.

For Gaius invariably went so by contraries in every
matter, that he not only emulated but even surpassed
his predecessor’s licenticusness and bloodthirstiness,
for which he used to censure him, whereas of the
qualities he praised in the other he imitated not
one. Though he had been the first to insult him
and the first to abuse him, so that others, thinking
to please himin this way, indulged in rather reckless
freedom of speech he later lauded and magnified
Tiberius, even going so far as to punish some’for
what they had said. These, as enemies of the former
emperor, he hated for their abusive remarks; and he
hated equally those who in any way praised Tiberius,
as being the other’s friends. Though he put an end
to the charges of inazestas, he nevertheless made these
the cause of a great many persons’ downfall. Awain,
though, duCOl‘dlll" to his own account, he had given
up Lis anger agdmst those who had (_onspn'cd acramst |
his father and mother and brothers,and even burned
their letters, he yet put to death great numbers of
them on the str cngth of those 1etters. He did, it is
true, actually destroy some letters, but they were
not the originals containing the absolute proof, but
rather copies that he had made. Furthermore,
though he at first forbade any one to set up images
of him, he even went on to manufacture statues
and though he once requested the annul-
ment of a decree ordering sacrifices to be offered to
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T Tov [aiov §oov T ToD Avryovo'rov 7Tap ékeiva

2 'n'apevey/cew. lLBGpLOQ ey fyap alTos Te ’I},:?XG
xal U’7T7]p€TaLS‘ Tols d&ANOLS 7:',009 e, 7o avTov
Bovaa cxpm'o, Tdios 86 noxe'ro ,uev kal Umo
TOY ap,ua"rn?»a"rovvrwv kal v7ro TOV ow?\oyaxow»
Twy, é0oUNeve Oé /caL TOZS opxy;zr'ram xal Tols
dNNots 'rom meplL THY TENYHY exovo-r ToV ryoiv
AmeANjy Tov evdoriudTaTor TOY TOTE TPAYPSDY

1 &s St., & M Xiph. cod. Peir.

2 unde }I, undty cod. Peir. Zon., kal updty Xiph.
8 Sétavras Polak, &duchoavras M.
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his Fortune, and even caused this action of his to be a.p. 37

inscribed on a tablet, he afterwards ordered temples
to be erected and sacrifices to be offered to himself as
to a god. He delighted by turns in vast throngs of
men and in solitude; he grew angry if requests
were preferred, and again if they were not preferred.
He would display the keenest enthusiasm about
various projects, and then carry out certain of them
in the most indolent fashion. He would spend
money most unsparingly, and at the same time show
a most sordid spirit in exacting it. He was alike
irritated and pleased, both with those who flattered
him and with those who spoke their mind frankly.
Many who were guilty of great crimes he neglected
to punish, and many who had not even incurred any
suspicion of wrong-doing he slew. His associates he
either flattered to excess or abused to excess. As a
result, no one knew either what to say or how to
act toward him, but all who met with any success in
this respect gained it as the result of chance rather
than of shrewd judgment.

This was the kind of emperor into whose hands
the Romans were then delivered. Hence the deeds
of Tiberius, though they were felt to have been very
harsh, were nevertheless as far superior to those of
Gaius as the deeds of Augustus were to those of his
successor. For Tiberius always kept the power in
his own hands and used others as agents for carry-
ing out his wishes; whereas Gaius was ruled by the
charioteers and gladiators, and was the slave of the
actors and others connected with the stage. Indeed,
he always kept Apelles, the most famous of the

4 u#6’ Xiph. cod. Peir., und’ M,
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