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Sucn was the course of these events; and following
them Vespasian was declared emperor by the senate
also, and Titus and Domitian were givven the title
of Caesars. The consular office was assumed by
Vespasian and Titus while the former was in Egypt
and the latter in Palestine. Now portents and dreams
had come to Vespasian pointing to the sovereignty
long beforehand. Thus, as he was eating dinner on
his country estate, where most of his time was spent,
an ox approached him, knelt down and placed his
head beneath his feet. On another occasion, when
he was also eating, a dog dropped a human hand
under the table. And a conspicuous cypress tree,
which had been uprooted and overthrown by a violent
wind,! stood upright again on the following day by
its own power and continued to flourish. From a
dream he learned that when Nero Caesar should
lose a tooth, he himself should be emperor. This
prophecy about the tooth became a reality on the
following day ; and Nero himself in his dreams once
thought that he had brought the car of Jupiter to
Vespasian’s house. These portents needed inter-
pretation; but not so the saying of a Jew named
Josephus: he, having earlier been captured by

1 According to Suetonius, Vesp. &5 (cf. Tac. Hist. ii. 78),
the tr_fie f)e(]l ﬁine wlla vl tempestatis. Boissée proposed to
reconcile Xiphilinus’ statement by supplying the negati
particle before “ violent,” v PPy nesshive
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Vespasian and imprisoned, laughed and said: “ You ap.70

may imprison me now, but a year from now, when
you have become emperor, you will release me,”

Thus Vespasian, like some others, had been born
for the throne. While he was still absent in Egypt,
Mucianus administered all the details of government
with the help of Domitian, For Muc1anus, who
claimed that he had bestowed the sovereignty upon
Vespasian, plumed himself greatly upon. his honours,
and especially because he was called brother by him,
and had authority to transact any business that he
wished without the emperor’s express direction, and
could issue written orders by merely adding the
other’s name. And for this purpose he wore a ring,
that had been sent him so that he might impress
the imperial seal upon documents requiring authori-
zation. In fact, he and Domitian gave governorships
and procuratorships to many and appointed prefect
after prefect and even consuls. Inshort, they acted in
every way somuch like absolute rulers that Vespasian
once sent the following message to Domitian: «I
thank you, my son, for permitting me to hold office
and that you have not yet dethroned me.”

Now Mucianus was gathering countless sums into
the public treasury with the greatest eagerness from
every possible quarter, thereby relieving Vespasian
of the censure which such a proceeding entailed.
He was for ever declaring that money was the sinews
of sovereignty ; and in accordance with this belief
he not only constantly urged Vespasian to raise

3 of Zon., om. VC.

4 woAAols yovr—amwédeitay Zon,, om, VC.
5 &s Zon., dore V, Hate C (re deleted).

S Aowriavd Zon. (Soperiavd), dourie VC.

261



DIO’'S ROMAN HISTORY

mopilety mapyver kal adros dam apyis dpyvpo-
Aoydv S/Le'réxeae, Kal peydha pv kai TH Paci-
Aelg xpripara wapeTrelace, ueydha 8¢ kal adTos
éxToaTo.

3 ’Ev 8 7 Tepuavig dA\ar Te xata ‘Poupaiov
etwavaafdaem éyévovTo, 008¢v és pvriuny duol yobv
dpehos Ppépovaar, kal i cumpéyOn xal Galparos
c’ié‘tov. Tovheos wydp Tis ZafBivos, avyp mpdTos
Tév Avyyovwr, Stvamw rai adros i8lav %fpoiae
xal Kailoap émrovoudaln, Néywy éyyovos Tob Kai-

2 gapos Tob 'lovhov elvar. frryfels 8¢ pdyass
TW}V Epuyev & drypov Twa, xavtavla és pr—uetov
vmoyewo, wpokaTamploas adTo, xaTédv: ~al of
HEV @ovTo Kdkelvoy amolwMévar, o 8¢ éxpidfn
Te €V adTd évvéa &ty peta THs yuvaikds, ral

3 'n-?ciBaq €€ aidrhs 8o dppevas ékinoe. kal Ta
eV /e’v I‘ep,u;awf% Kepedheos payass modhals xar-
€aTnocaTo, wy €r md ToocovTov wARGos TV Te

< 7’ A ~ 4 14
Popaiwr rkal Tév BapBdpwy ratexémy dore Tov

Zrapappéov"ra TOTAUOY UTO TRV TETMTOKOTOY
émeoyedivac. .

4 ‘O 8¢ Aowriavds, €€ dv Epace xal woAND
péANov e dv émexeipnoer (o0dév yap ,uucpc\;z/
émevéer) cj)onﬁn’,ﬁelq 7\'61/ watépa, wPOS TE TR
’,A?»Bowgo ) dper T moAa OwaTpifwr kal TG
épwre TS A,o,t/z,mas* Ths /Kop;@oz?)\wvocl Ouyatpos
mpoaéxwy erlyyave: TavTny yap Aovkiov Aaulov
A\LXL?VOUN Tod waTm,&VBf)éq amoomwdoas TOTE
uev év Tals épouévars émrowoaro, YoTepoy O¢ Kkal

éynuer.—Xiph. 204, 10-205, 2 R. St.

1 KepBotAwvos R. Steph., wovpBodAwros VC.
2 Alnawod 1. Klein, aluiriavos VC.

262

EPITOME OF BOOK LXV

funds from every source, but also continued from the an. 7

very first to collect money himself, thus providing
large amounts for the empire and at the same time
acquiring large amounts for himself.

In the province of Germany various uprisings
against the Romans took place that are not worth
being mentioned by me, at least,! but there was one
incident that must occasion surprise. A certain
Julius Sabinus, one of the foremost of the Lingones,
collected by his own efforts an independent force of
his own and took the name of Caesar, claiming to
be a descendant of Julius Caesar. Upon being
defeated in several engagements he fled to a country
estate, where he descended into a subterranean vault
beneath a monument, which he first burned to the
ground. His pursuers thought that he had perished
in the flames, but as a matter of fact he remained
hidden there with his wife for nine years and had
two sons by her. The troubles in Germany were
settled by Cerialis in the course of numerous battles,
in one of which so great a multitude of Romans and
barbarians was slain that the river flowing near by
was dammed up by the bodies of the fallen.

Domitian became afraid of his father because of
what he himself had done and far more because
of what he had intended to do; for he was quite
ambitious in his projects. So he spent most of his
time in the neighbourhood of the Alban Mount and
devoted himself to his passion for Domitia, the
daughter of Corbulo. He had taken her away from
her husband, Lucius Lamia Aelianus, and at this
time had her for one of his mistresses, though later
he married her.

1 As Boissevain points out, this relative clause is probably
due to Xiphilinus,
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Titus, who had been assigned to the war against 4.n. 70

the Jews, undertook to win them over by certain
representations and promises; but, as they would
not yield, he now proceeded to wage war upon them.
The first battles he fought were indecisive ; then
he got the upper hand and proceeded to besiege
Jerusalem. This city had three walls, including the
one that surrounded the temple. The Romans,
accordingly, heaped up mounds against the outer
wall, brought up their engines, joined battle with
all who sallied forth to fight and repulsed them, and
with their slings and arrows kept back all the
defenders of the wall ; for they had many slingers
and bowmen that had been sent by some of the
barbarian kings. The Jews also were assisted by
many of their countrymen from the region round
about and by many who professed the same religion,
not only from the Roman empire but also from
beyond the Fuphrates; and these, also, kept hurl-
ing missiles and stones with no little force on
account of their higher position, some being flung
by the hand and some hurled by means of engines.
They also made sallies both night and day, whenever
occasion offered, set fire to the siege engines,
slew many of their assailants, and undermined the
Romans’ mounds by removing the earth through
tunnels driven under the wall. ~ As for the battering-
rams, sometimes they threw ropes around them and
broke them off, sometimes they pulled them up with
hooks, and again they used thick planks fastened
together and strengthened with iron, which they
let down in front of the wall and thus fended
off the blows of still others. But the Romans
suffered most hardship from the lack of water ; for
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their supply was of poor quality and had to be ap. 70

brought from a distance. The Jews found in their
underground passages a source of strength ; for they
had these tunnels dug from inside the city and
extending out under the walls to distant points in
the country, and going out through them, they
would attack the Romans’ water-carriers and harass
any scattered detachments. But Titus stopped up
all these passages.

In the course of these operations many on both
sides were wounded and killed. Titus himself was
struck on the left shoulder by a stone, and as a
result of this accident that arm was always weaker.
In time, however, the Romans scaled the outside
wall, and then, pitching their camp between this
and the second circuit, proceeded to assault the
latter. But here they found the conditions of
fighting different; for now that all the besieged
had retired behind the second wall, its defence
proved an easier matter because its circuit was
shorter. Titus therefore once more made a pro-
clamation offering them immunity. But even then
they held out, and those of them that were taken
captive or deserted kept secretly destroying the
Romans’ water supply and slaying any troops that
they could isolate and cut off from the rest; hence
Titus would no longer receive any Jewish deserters.
Meanwhile some of the Romans, too, becoming
disheartened, as often happens in a protracted siege,
and suspecting, furthermore, that the city was really
impregnable, as was commonly reported, went over
to the other side. The Jews, even though they
were short of food, treated these recruits kindly, in
order to be able to show that there were deserters to
their side also.
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Though a breach was made in the wall by means s.p.70

of engines, nevertheless, the capture of the place
did not immediately follow even then. On the
contrary, the defenders killed great numbers that
tried to crowd through the opening, and they also
set fire to some of the buildings near by, hoping
thus to check the further progress of the Romans,
even though they should gain possession of the
wall. In this way they not only damaged the wall
but at the same time unintentionally burned down
the barrier around the sacred precinct, so that the
entrance to the temple was now laid open to the
Romans. Nevertheless, the soldiers because of their
superstition did not immediately rush in; but at
last, under compulsion from Titus, they made their
way inside. Then the Jews defended themselves
much more vigorously than before, as if they had
discovered a piece of rare good fortune in being
able to fight near the temple and fall in its
defence. The populace was stationed below in the
court, the senators® on the steps, and the priests
in the sanctuary itself. And though they were but
a handful fighting against a far superior force, they
were not conquered until a part of the temple
was set on fire. Then they met death willingly, some
throwing themselves on the swords of the Romans,
some slaying one another, others taking their own
lives, and still others leaping into the flames. And
it seemed to everybody, and especially to them, that
so far from being destruction, it was victory and
salvation and happiness to them that they perished
along with the temple. Yet even under these
conditions many captives were taken, among them

1 4.e. the members of the Sanhedrin.
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Bargiora,! their leader; and he was the only one ip.70

to be executed in connexion with the triumphal
celebration.

Thus was Jerusalem destroyed on the very day
of Saturn, the day which even now the Jews
reverence most. From that time forth it was
ordered that the Jews who continued to observe
their ancestral customs should pay an annual tribute
of two denarii to Jupiter Capitolinus. In conse-
quence of this success both generals received the
title of émperator, but neither got that of Judaicus,
although all the other honours that were fitting on
the occasion of so magnificent a victory, including
triumphal arches, were voted to them.

Following Vespasian’s entry into Alexandria the
Nile overflowed, having in one day risen a palm higher
than usual; such an occurrence, it was said, had
taken place only once before. Vespasian himself
healed two persons, one having a withered hand, the
other being blind, who had come to him because of
a vision seen in dreams; he cured the one by
stepping on his hand and the other by spitting
upon his eyes. Yet, though Heaven was thus
magnifying him, the Alexandrians, far from delight-
ing in his presence, detested him so heartily that
they were for ever mocking and reviling him. For
they had expected to receive from him some
great reward because they had been the first to
make him emperor, but instead of securing any-
thing they had additional contributions levied
upon them. In the first place, he collected large

1 Simon Bar Giora.
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END OF SAMPLE TEXT

The Complete Text can be found on our CD:
Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature
which can be purchased on our Website :
www.Brainfly.net

or

by sending $64.95 in check or money order to :
Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net
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