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Domrrian was not only bold and quick to anger an.s1

but also treacherous and secretive; and so, deriv-
ing from these two characteristics impulsiveness
on the one hand and craftiness on the other, he
would often attack people with the sudden violence
of a thunderbolt and again would often injure them
as the result of careful deliberation. The god that
he revered most was Minerva, in consequence of
which he was wount to celebrate the Panathenaea
on a magnificent scale ; on these occasions he held
contests of poets and orators and gladiators almost
every year at his Alban Villa. This estate, situated
at the foot of the Alban Mount, from which it
received its name, he had set apart as a kind of
acropolis. There was no human being for whom
he felt any genuine affection, except a few women;
but he always pretended to be fond of the person
whom at the moment he most desived to slay. So
faithless was he even towards those who showed
him some favour or helped him in his most revolting
crimes, that, whenever persons provided him with
large sums of money or lodged false information
against large numbers of people, he was sure to
destroy them, being especially careful to do so
in the case of slaves who had given information
against their masters, Accordingly, such persons, "
though they received money and honours and
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offices? in which they were his colleagues, lived ap. 81

in no greater honour and security than other men,
On the contrary, the very offences to which they
had been urged by Domitian were commonly made
the pretext for their destruction, his object being
that they alone should appear to have been the
authors of the wrongdoing. It was with this same
purpose that he once issued a proclamation to the
effect that, when an emperor fails to punish informers,
he himself makes them informers.

Though such was his behaviour towards all
throughout the course of his reign, yet he quite
outdid himself in visiting disgrace and ruin upon
the friends of his father and of his brother. It
is true, he issued a proclamation confirming all the
gifts made to any persons by them and by other
emperors ; but this was mere vain show, He hated
them because they had not supplied all his numerous
and unreasonable demands, as well as because they
had been held in some honour; for he regarded
as his enemy anyone who had enjoyed his father’s
or his brother’s affection beyond the ordinary or
had been particularly influential. Accordingly, though
he himself entertained a passion for a eunuch named
Earinus, nevertheless, since Titus also had shown
a great fondness for eunuchs, in order to insult his
memory, he forbade that any person in the Roman
Hmpire should thereafter be castrated. In general,
he was accustomed to say that those emperors
who did not visit punishment upon many men were
not good emperors, but only fortunate.

This same emperor paid no heed to the praises

1 A reference doubtless to the consulship.
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which men bestowed upon Titus for not having
put a single senator to death, nor did he care that
the senate frequently saw fit to pass decrees that
it should be unlawful for the emperor to put to
death any of his peers. A vast difference, indeed,
did it make to them whether it was on his own
responsibility or with the consent of the senate
that he put out of the way one or another of their
number—as if, forsooth, they could offer any opposi-
tion or refuse to condemn anybody! Some, however,
would praise Titus, though not in Domitian’s hearing
(for to do that would have been as grave an offence
as to revile the emperor in his presence and within
his hearing), but [they would do so among them-
selves, so that he hated them] because he well knew
that they were doing this secretly. And indeed
there was something else that resembled play-
acting; for Domitian pretended that he himself
loved his brother and mourned him, and he de-
livered the eulogy over him with tears in his eyes
and urged that he be enrolled among the demi-
gods—pretending just the opposite of what he
really desired. Indeed, he abolished the horse-race
that had been held on the birthday of Titus. In
general, men were not safe whether they shared
in his grief or in his joy; for in the one case they
were bound to offend his real feelings and in the
other to show up his insincerity.

He planned to put his wife, Domitia, to death
on the ground of adultery, but having been dis-
suaded by Ursus, he divorced her, after murdering
Paris, the actor, in the middle of the street because
of her. And when many persons paid honour to
that spot with flowers and ointments, he ordered
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that they, too, should be slain.
with his own niece (Julia, that is to say) as husband
with wife, making little effort at concealment. Then
upon the-demand of the people! he became reconciled
with Domitia, but continued his relations with Julia
none the less,

He was putting many of the foremost men out
of the way on many different pretexts, some by
means of murder and others by banishment.

He also removed many from Rome to other
places and destroyed them ; and in the case of not
a few he so contrived that they died by their own
hands in one way or another, so that they might be
thought to have met death by their own desire and
not through compulsion.

He did not spare even the Vestal Virgins, but an.ss

punished them on the charge of having had
intercourse with men. It is even said that, as a
result of the harsh and cruel character of their
examination and the great number of persons who
were being accused and punished, one of the
pontifices, Helvius Agrippa, could not endure it,
but, horror-stricken, expired then and there in the
senate-chamber,

Domitian prided himself also on the fact that
he did not bury alive, as was the custom, the
Vestals whom he found to have had intercourse with
men, but ordered them to be put to death in some
other way.

After this he set out for Gaul and plundered
some of the tribes beyond the Rhine that enjoyed

! Dio doubtless had a fuller form of statement indicating

that this was not u sincere demand on the part of the people.
Cf. Suet., Dom. 3: quasi efflagitante populo,
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treaty rights—a performance which filled him with 4. s

conceit as if he had achieved some great success;
and he .increased the soldiers pay, perhaps on
account of this vietory, commanding that four hun-
dred sesterces should be given to each man in place
of the three hundred that he had been receiving.
Later he thought better of it, but, instead of
diminishing the amount of their pay, he reduced
the number of soldiers. Both changes entailed
great injury to the State; for he made its defenders
too few in number and yet at the same time very
expensive to maintain.

Next he made a campaign into Germany and
returned without having so much as seen hostilities
anywhere. But why should I go on and mention the
honours bestowed upon him on this occasion for his
exploit or from time to time upon the other
emperors who were no better than he? For
they were bestowed merely to keep such rulers
from suspecting, as they would if the honours
had been few and insignificant, that the people
saw through them, and from becoming angry in
consequence. Yet Domitian had this worst quality
of all, that he desired to be flattered, and was
equally displeased with both sorts of men, those
who paid court to him and those who did not—
with the former because they seemed to Dbe
flattering him and with the latter because they
seemed to despise him. Nevertheless, he affected
to take pleasure in the honours voted by the senate.
But he came near putting Ursus to death because
he failed to show pleasure at his sovereign’s exploits ;
and then, at the request of Julia, he appointed him
consul.
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However, being still more puffed up by his folly, a.

he was elected consul for ten years in succession
and censor for life, being the first and only man,
whether private citizen or emperor, to be given this
latter honour; he also received the privilege of
employing twenty-four lictors and of wearing the
triumphal garb whenever he entered the senate-
house. He changed the name of October to
Domitianus because he had been born in that
month. Among the charioteers he instituted two
more factions, calling one the Golden and the other
the Purple. To the spectators he used to make
many -presents by means of the little balls!; and
once he gave them a banquet while they remained
in their seats and at night provided for them wine
that flowed freely in many different places. All
this naturally gave pleasure to the populace, but
it was a cause of ruin to the powerful. For, as
he had no funds from which to make his ex-
penditures, he murdered many men, haling some
of them before the senate, but bringing charges
against others when they were not even present in
Rome. He even went so far as to put some out of
the way treacherously by means of drugs secretly
administered. '

Many of the peoples tributary to the Romans a
revolted when contributions of money were forcibly ¥
extorted from them; among these were the Nasa-
mones. They massacred all the tax-collectors and so
completely defeated Flaccus,* the governor of Nu-
midia, who proceeded against them, that they even
plundered his camp. But having discovered the wine
and other provisions there, they gorged themselves
and fell asleep, and Flaccus, learning of this, attacked
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them and annihilated them, even destroying all the
non-combatants. Domitian was elated at this suc-
cess and said to the senate: “T have forbidden the
Nasamones to exist.”

For he even insisted upon being regarded as a
god and took vast pride in being called “master”
and “god.” These titles were used not merely in
speech but also in written documents.

At this time the Romans became involved in a
very serious war with the Dacians, whose king
was then Decebalus® This man was shrewd in
his understanding of warfare and shrewd also in
the waging of war; he judged well when to attack
and chose the right moment to retreat; he was
an expert in ambuscades and a master in pitched
battles; and he knew not only how to follow up
a victory well, but also how to manage well a defeat.
Hence he showed himself a worthy antagonist of
the Romans for a long time. I call the people
Dacians, the names used by the natives themselves
as well as by the Romans, though I am not ignorant
that some Greek writers refer to them as Getae,
whether that is the right term or not; for the
Getae of whom I myself know are those that
live beyond the Haemus range, along the Ister.
Domitian, then, made an expedition against this
people, but did not take an active part in the
conflict. Instead, he remained in one of the cities
of Moesia, indulging in riotous living, as was his
wont. For he was not only indolent of body and

* Cf. Exc. Val. : Duras, to whom the sovereignty belonged,
had voluntarily abdicated it in favour of Decebalus, the king
of the Dacians, because the latter was shrewd in his under.
standing of warfare, etc.
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