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Arrer Domitian, the Romans appointed Nerva . 9

Cocceius emperor. Because of the hatred felt for
Domitian, his images, many of which were of silver
and many of gold, were melted down; and from
this source large amounts of money were obtained.
The arches, too, of which a very great number were
being erected to this one man, were torn down.
Nerva also released all who were on trial for maiestas
and restored the exiles; moreover, he put to death
all the slaves and the freedmen who had conspired
against their masters and allowed that class of
persons to lodge no complaint whatever against
their masters; and no persons were permitted to
accuse anybody of maiestas or of adopting the Jewish
mode of life. Many of those who had been in-
formers were condemned to death, among others
Seras,! the philosopher. When, now, no little com-
motion was occasioned by the fact that everybody
was accusing everybody else, Fronto, the consul, is
said to have remarked that it was bad to have an
emperor under whom nobody was permitted to do
anything, but worse to have one under whom every-
body was permitted to do everything; and Nerva,
on hearing this, ordered that this condition of affairs
should cease for the future. Now Nerva was so old
and so feeble in health (he always, for instance, had

! The name is suspicious and is perhaps corrupt.
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to vomit up his food) that he was rather weak. He 4.9

also forbade the making of gold or silver statues in
his. honour. To those who had been deprived of
their property without cause under Domitian he gave
back all that was still to be found in the imperial
treasury. To the very poor Romans he granted
allotinents of land worth 60,000,000 sesterces,
putting some senators in charge of their purchase
and distribution. When he ran short of funds, he
sold much wearing apparel and many vessels of silver
and gold, besides furniture, both his own and that
which belonged to the imperial residence, and many
estates and houses—in fact, everything except what
was indispensable. He did not, however, haggle
over the price, but in this very matter benefited
many persons. He abolished many sacrifices, many
horse-races, and some other spectacles, in an attempt
to reduce expenditures as far as possible. In the
senate he took oath that he would not slay any
of the senators, and he kept his pledge in spite
of plots against himself. Moreover, he did nothing
without the advice of the foremost men, Among
his various laws were those prohibiting the castra-
tion of any man, and the marrying by any man of
his own niece. When consul he did not hesitate
to take as his colleague Virginius Rufus, though this
man had often been saluted as emperor. After
Rufus’ death an inscription was placed on his tomb
to the effect that, after conquering Vindex, he had
claimed the power, not for himself, but for his
country.!

Nerva ruled so well that he once remarked: “1I

1 Cf, Ixiil. 25 and Pliny, Epist. vi. 10,
363
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have done nothing that would prevent my laying ap. 97

down the imperial office and returning to private
life in safety.” When Calpurnius Crassus, a descend-
ant of the famous Crassi, had formed a plot with
some others against him, he caused them to sit
beside him at a spectacle (they were still ignorant
of the fact that they had been informed upon) and
gave them swords, ostensibly to inspect and see if
they were sharp (as was often done), but really in
order to show that he did not care even if he died
then and there.

Casperius Aelianus, who had become commander
of the Praetorians under him as he had been under
Domitian, incited the soldiers to mutiny against him,
after having induced them to demand certain persons
for execution.! Nerva resisted them stoutly, even
to the point of baring his collar-bone and presenting
to them his throat; but he accomplished nothing,
and those whom Aelianus wished were put out of
the way. Nerva, therefore, finding himself held in
such contempt by reason of his old age, ascended the
Capitol and said in a loud voice : < May good success
attend the Roman senate and people and myself. I
hereby adopt Marcus Ulpius Nerva Trajan.” 2

t Cf. Joann. Antioch. : As plots were being formed against
him frequently by various men who held him in contempt
because of his age, Nerva was forced to surrender Petronius
and Parthenius, who were very dear to him, at the instance
of Aelianus, the commander of the Praetorians ; and he was
greatly grieved at this.

Cf. Leo (= Cedrenus): When a message of victory came
from Trajan in Paeonia, he went up to the Capitol and
offered incense, then mounted a platform and speaking in a
loud voice in the presence of the Roman senate and people,
he said: “May good success attend us. I, Marcus Nerva,
hereby adopt Trajan as my son,”
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Afterwards in the senate he appointed him Caesar
and sentamessage to him written with his own hand
(Trajan was governor of Germany):

“May the Danaans by thy shafts requite my

tears.” 1

Thus Trajan became Caesar and later emperor,
although there were relatives of Nerva living, But
Nerva did not esteem family relationship above the
safety of the State, nor was he less inclined to adopt
Trajan because the latter was a Spaniard instead of
an Italian or Italiot,? inasmuch as no foreigner had
previously held the Roman sovereignty; for he
believed in looking at a man’s ability rather than at
his nationality. Soon after this act he passed away,
having ruled one year, four months and nine days;
his life prior to that time had comprised sixty-five
years, ten months and ten days.

Trajan, before he became emperor, had had a
dream of the following nature. He thought that
an old man in purple-bordered toga and vesture and
with a erown upon his head, as the senate is repre-
sented in pictures, impressed a seal upon him with
a finger ring, first on the left side of his neck and
then on the right. When he became emperor, he
sent a letter to the senate, written with his own
hand, in which he declared, among other things,
that he would not slay nor disfranchise any good
man; and he confirmed this by oaths not only at
the time but also later.

1 Homer, 7. i, 438.

% An ltalian was one of the old Italian stock, an Italiot
was a resident alien or descendant of foreign colonists in
Ttaly, the name being applied particularly to the Greek
stock in Southern Italy.
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was strong in body, being in his forty-second year a.,
when he began to rule, so that in every enterprise he 1°0(?

toiled almost as much as the others; and his mental
powers were at their highest, so that he had neither
the recklessness of youth nor the sluggishness of
old age. He did not envy nor slay any one, but
honoured and exalted all good men without excep-
tion, and hence he neither feared nor hated any
one of them. To slanders he paid very little heed
and he was no slave of anger. He refrained equally
from the money of others and from unjust murders.
He expended vast sums on wars and vast sums on
works of peace; and while making very many
urgently needed repairs to roads and harbours and
public buildings, he drained no one’s blood for any
of these undertakings. He was so high-minded and
generous that, after enlarging and embellishing the
Circus, which had crumbled away in places, he merely
inscribed on it a statement that he had made it
adequate for the Roman people. For these deeds,
now, he took more pleasure in being loved than in
being honoured. His association with the people
was marked by affability and his intercourse with
the senate by dignity, so that he was loved by all and
dreaded by none save the enemy. He joined others
in the chase and in banquets, as well as in their
labours and plans and jests. Often he would take
three others into his carriage, and he would enter the

. houses of citizens, sometimes even without a guard,

and enjoy himself there. Education in the strict
sense he lacked, when it came to speaking, but its
substance he both knew and applied ; and there was

* no quality which he did not possess in a high degree.
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