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Cassius, however, was ordered by Marcus to have
charge of all Asia. The emperor himself fought for
a long time, in fact, almost his entire life, one might
say, with the barbarians in the region of the Ister,
with both the lazyges and the Marcomani, one after
the other, using Pannonia as his base.

Six thousand Langobardi and Obii crossed the
Ister, but the cavalry under Vindex issued forth and
the infantry commanded by Candidus arrived, so
that the barbarians were completely routed. Then,
thrown into consternation by such an outcome to
their very first undertaking, the barbarians sent
envoys to lallius Bassus, the governor of Pannonia,
choosing for the purpose Ballomarius, king of the
Marcomani, and ten others, one for each nation.
These envoys made peace, which they ratified with
oaths, and then returned home.

Many of the Germans, too, from across the Rhine,
advanced as far as Italy and inflicted many injuries
upon the Romans. They were in turn attacked
by Marcus, who opposed to them his lieutenants
Pompeianus and Pertinax; and Pertinax (who later
became emperor) greatly distinguished himself.
Among the corpses of the barbarians there were

L Mavverior Reim., watoviar VO Zon.

2 1eanior Bdooor Conrad, arxwdy Bacor AB, &Aidy Bacor M,
AlAov Bdooov Val.
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found even women's bodies in armour. Yet, though
a miglky struggle bad taken place and a brilliant
victory had been won, the emperor nevertheless
refused the request of the soldiers for a donative,
declaring that whatever they obtained over and
above the regular amount would be wrung from the
blood of their parents and kinsmen ; as for the fate
of the sovereignty, Heaven alone could determine
that.! So temperately and so firmly did he rule
them, that, even when involved in so many and so
great wars, he did naught that was unseemly either
by way of flattery or as the result of fear.

Marcus Antoninus remained in Pannonia in order
to give audience to the embassies of the barbarians ;
for many came to him at this time also. Some of
them, under the leadership of Battarius, a boy
twelve years old, promised an alliance; these
received a gift of money and succeeded in restrain-
ing Tarbus, a neighbouring chieftain, who had come
into Dacia and was demanding money and threaten-
ing to make war if he should fail to get it. Others,
like the Quadi, asked for peace, which was granted
them, both in the hope that they might be detached
from the Marcomani, and also because they gave
him many horses and cattle and promised to surrender
all the deserters and the captives, besides,—thirteen
thousand at first, and later all the others as well.
The right to attend the markets, however, was not

1 Or, as Patricius puts it: ‘“the power of the sovereignty
depended, not on the soldiers, but on God.”

L r5s Leuncl., Tovs MSS.
5 ris év Bk., ol ér MSS.
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granted to them, for fear that the Iazyges and the A

Marcomani, whom they had sworn not to receive nor
to allow to passthrough their country, should mingle
with them, and passing themselves off for Quadi,
should reconnoitre the Reman positions and purchase
provisions. Besides these that came to Marcus,
many others sent envoys, some by tribes and some
by nations, and offered to surrender. Some of them
were sent on campaigns elsewhere, as were also the
captives and deserters who were fit for service;
others received land in Dacia, Pannonria, Moesia, the
province of Germany, and in Italy itself. Some of
them, now, who settled at Ravenna, made an up-
rising and even went so far as to seize possession of
the city : and for this reason Marcus did not again
bring any of the barbarians into Italy, but even
banished those who had previously come there.

Both the Astingi and the Lacringi came to the
assistance of Marcus.

The Astingi, led by their chieftains Raiis and
Raptus, came into Dacia with their entire house-
holds, hoping to secure both money and land in
return for their alliance. But failing of their
purpose, they left their wives and children under
the protection of Clemens, until they should acquire
the land of the Costoboci by their arms; but upon
conquering that people, they proceeded to injure
Dacia no less than before. The Lacringi, fearing
that Clemens in his dread of them might lead these

1 Jétegfur Reim., dékaofa: MSS. Suid.
% of supplied by Leuncl.

% oinfioar corrupt; Bs. suggests wavouneig (¢‘with their
entire households ™).

4 Adrpryyor Salmasius, Sdyepiyor MSS.
15
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newcomers into the land which they themselves an.
were ii‘ﬂlabiting, attacked them while off their guard 168-70

and won a decisive victory, As a result, the
Astingi committed no further acts of hostility
against the Romans, but in response to urgent
supplications addressed to Marcus they received from
him both money and the privilege of asking for land
in case they should inflict some injury upon those
who were then fighting against him. Now this
tribe really did fulfil some of its promises ; whereas the
Cotini, though they made similar offers, nevertheless,
upon receiving Tarrutenius Paternus, the secretary in
charge of the emperor’s Latin correspondence, on
the pretext that they wished to make a campaign
with him against the Marcomani, not only failed to
do so, but even treated Paternus himself shamefully,
thereby bringing about their own destruction later.
When the Marcomani were successful in a certain
battle and slew Marcus Vindex, the prefect, the
emperor erected three statues in his honour; and
after conquering the foe he himself received the
title of Germanicus (for we give the name of Ger-
mans to those who dwell in the northern regions).
The people called the Bucolil began a disturbance
in Egypt and under the leadership of one Isidorus, a
priest, caused the rest of the Egyptians to revolt.
At first, arrayed in women’s garments, they had
deceived the Roman centurion, causing him to
believe that they were women of the Bucoli and
were going to give him gold as ransom for their

! This name (literally “Herdsmen”) was given to the
population of a distriet in the Delta near Alexandria.

" fmarnxdres H. Steph., frarqkéras VC.
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husbands, and had then struck him down when
he approached them. They also sacrificed his
companion, and after swearing an oath over his
entrails, they devoured them. Isidorus surpassed
all his contemporaries in bravery. Next, having
conquered the Romans in Egypt in a pitched battle,
they came near capturing Alexandria, too, and
would have succeeded, had not Cassius been sent
against them from Syria. He contrived to destroy
their mutual accord and to separate them from one
another (for because of their desperation as well
as of their numbers he had not ventured to attack
them while they were united), and thus, when they
tell to quarrelling, he subdaed them.

It was during Marcus’ war against the Germans
that the following incidents occurred (I hope these’
anecdotes may be thought worthy of record). A
captive lad, on being asked a question by him,
replied : “I cannot answer you because of the cold.
So, if you want to find out anything, command that
a coat be givenme, if you have one.” And a soldier
who was doing guard duty one night on the Ister,
upon hearing a shout from his fellow-soldiers in
captivity on the other side, at once swam across just
as he was, released them, and then returned.

One of the prefects of Marcus was Bassaeus Rufus,
who was a good man in other respects, but was
uneducated because of his rustic origin and had
been reared in poverty in his youth. On a certain
occasion someone had checked him while he was
engaged in pruning a vine that grew upon a
tree, and when he did not come down at the first
summons, the man had rebuked him and said :
‘ Come now, prefeet, get down.” That is, he had

19
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used this title in speaking to him as to one who was AD. 172

now 'earing himself haughtily but had formerly been
of lowly station ; and it was precisely this title that
Fortune subsequently gave him.

Once when Marcus was talking to someone in
Latin and not only the man addressed but no one
else of the bystanders, either, knew what he had
said, Rufus, the prefect, exclaimed: “ No wonder,
Caesar, that he does not know what you said ; for he
does not understand Greek either.” Indeed, he
himself was ignorant of what had been said.

The emperor, as often as he had leisure from war,
would hold court; he used to allow abundant time
to the speakers,! and entered into the preliminary
inquiries and examinations at great length, so as to
ensure strict justice by every possible means. In
consequence, he would often be trying the same
case for as much as eleven or twelve days, even
though he sometimes held court at night. For he
was industrious and applied himself diligently to all
the duties of his office; and he neither said, wrote,
nor did anything as if it were a minor matter, but

Marcus was uttering words that were unintelli-
gible even to this man [Rufus] himself; for though
he was a good man in other respects, he was un-
educated because of his rustic origin.

He had not gone on the campaign voluntarily, but
had been found pruning a vine that grew upon a tree.

1 Literally, ‘‘used to order a most liberal supply of water
to be measured out for the speakers.” The time allowed the
speakers in Greek and Roman courts was measured by the
elepsydra, or water-clock.
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EPITOME OF BOOK LXXI

sometimes he would consume whole days over the 40172

minutest point, not thinking it right that the
emperor should do anything hurriedly. For he
believed that if he should slight even the smallest
detail, this would bring reproach upon all his other
actions. Yet he was so frail in body that at first he
could not endure the cold, but even after the soldiers
had assembled at his command he would retire
before addressing a word to them; and he took but
very little food and that always at night. It was never
his practice to eat during the daytime, unlessit were
some of the drug called theriac. Thisdrug he took,
not so much because he feared anything, as because
his stomach and chest were in bad condition ; and it
is reported that this practice enabled him to endure
both this and other maladies.

The lazyges were conquered by the Romans on
land at this time and later on the river. By this I
do not mean that any naval battle took place, but
that the Romans pursued them as they fled over the
frozen Ister and fought there as on dry land. The
Tazyges, perceiving that they were being pursued,
awaited their opponents’ onset, expecting to over-
come them easily, as the others were not accustomed
to the ice. Accordingly, some of the barbarians dashed
straight at them, while others rode round to attack
their fanks, as their horses had been trained to run
safely even over a surface of this kind. The Romans
upon observing this were not alarmed, but formed
in a compact body, facing all their foes at once, and
most of them laid down their shields and rested one

3 50 reivo Gvrapkety St., 80 érelva adTapkeiy vC.
t rére Bk., woré vdre VC.
5 karepydoeror Dind., xarepydoaotar VO,

AD.
172(3)
17309




END OF SAMPLE TEXT

The Complete Text can be found on our CD:
Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature
which can be purchased on our Website :
www.Brainfly.net

or

by sending $64.95 in check or money order to :
Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net



http://www.brainfly.net/teachers.htm
http://www.brainfly.net
mailto:webcomments@brainfly.net



