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ON the occasion of the tenth anniversary of his a.p.202

coming to power Severus presented to the entire
populace that received the grain dole and to the
soldiers of the pretorian guard gold pieces equal in
number to the years of his reign. IHe prided him-
self especially on this largess, and, in fact, no
emperor had ever before given so much to the
whole population at once ; the total amount spent for
the purpose was two hundred million sesterces. The
nuptials of Antoninus, the son of Severus, and Plau-
tilla, Plautianus’ daughter, were also celebrated at
this time; and Plaatianus gave as much for his
daughter’s dowry as would have sufficed for fifty
women of royal rank. We saw the gifts as they
were being carried through the Forum to the
palace. And we were all entertained together at a
banquet, partly in royal and partly in barbaric style,
receiving not only all the customary cooked viands
but also uncooked meat and sundry animals still
alive. At this time there occurred, too, all sorts of
spectacles in honour of Severus’ return, the com-
pletion of his first ten years of power, and his vie-
tories. At these spectacles sixty wild boars of
Plautianus fought together at a signal, and among
many other wild beasts that were slain were an
elephant and a corocotta. This last animal is an
Indian species, and was then introduced into Rome
for the first time, o far as I am aware. It has the
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! Pliny (V. H. viii. 21, 30) describes the corocotta as the
offspring of a dog and WoIf and again (viil. 30, 45) as the
oflspring of a hyena and lioness. Ca.pltohnus (Vtt Antonin.

240

e

EPITOME OF BOOK LXXVII

colour of a lioness and tiger combined, and the general a.p, 202

appearance of those animals, as a‘Iso of a dog and a
fox, curiously blended.* ’lhe entire 1eceptacle in
the amphltheatre had been constructed so as to
resemble a boat in shape, and was capable of receiv-
ing or discharging four hundred beasts at once; and
then, as it suddenly fell apart, there came rushing
forth bears, lionesses, panthers, lions, ostriches, wild
asses, bisons (this is a kind of cattle fcneltrn in
species and appearance), so that seven hundled
beasts in all, both wild and domesticated, at one
and the same time were seen running about and
were slaughtered. For to correspond w1th the dura-
tion of the festival, which lasted seven days, the
number of the ammals was also seven times one
hundred.

On Mount Vesuvius a huge fire blazed up, and
there were bellowings mighty enough to be heard
even in Capua, whele I live Whenevel I am in Italy.
I have selected this place for various reasons, and
particularly for its quiet, in order that when I have
leisure from the offices of the capital I may write
this history. In view, now, of what happened on
Vesuvius, it seemed plobable that some change in
the State was about to occur; and, in fact, there
was an immediate change in the fortunes of Plau-
tianus. This man had in very truth grown gleat
and more than great, so that even the populace in
the Circus once exclaimed: ¢ Why do you tremble ?
Why are you pale? You possess more than do the
three.” They pretended, to be sure, that they were
not saying this of him but in another connexion, but
10, 9) states that the first Antoninus had exhibited the
animal in Rome,
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by “the three” they meant Severus and his two sp. 202

sons, Antoninus and Geta; and Plautianus was
always pale and trembling because of the kind of
life he lived, the hopes he entertained, and the
fears he felt. "And yet for a time most of this con-
duct of Plautianus was not noticed by Severus him-
self, or, if he did know of it, he pretended not to
know. When, however, his brother Geta on his
deathbed revealed to him all the facts about Plau-
tianus,—for Geta hated the prefect and now no
longer feared him,—the emperor set up a bronze
statue of his brother in the Forum and no longer
held his minister in the same honour, but stripped
him of most of his power. Hence Plantianus became
very indignant; he had even before this hated An-
toninus for slighting his daughter, but now detested
him more than ever as being responsible for this
slight which had been put upon him, and he began
to behave rather harshly toward him.

For these reasons Antoninus, in addition to being
disgusted with his wife, who was a most shameless
creature, felt resentment against Plautianus as well,
because he kept meddling in all his undertakings
and rebuking him for everything that he did; and
so he conceived the desire to get rid of him in

some way or other. Accordingly he got Euodus, ap. 205

his tutor, to persuade a certain centurion, Saturninus,
and two others of the same rank with him to bring
him word that Plauntianus had ordered ten specified
centurions, these three being of the number, to kill
both Severus and Antoninus; and they read a certain
written communication, pretending that they had
received it in connexion with this very plot. Now
this was all carried out suddenly at the festival held
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in the palace in honour of dead ancestors,! after the ap. 205

spectacle was over and as dinner was about to be
served. These circumstances in particular betrayed
the fraud; for Plautianus would never have dared
to give such instructions either to ten centurions at
once, or in Rome, or in the palace, or on that day,
or at that hour, and especially not in writing.
Nevertheless Severus believed the information trust-
worthy, inasmuch as he had dreamed the night
before that Albinus was alive and plotting against
him.

He therefore summoned Plautianus in haste, as if
upon some other business. And Plautianus hurried
so, or rather Heaven gave him such an intimation of
his approaching destruction, that the mules that
brought him dropped in the palace yard. And
when he entered, the porters at the latticed gates
admitted him alone inside and would permit no one
else to go in with him, just as he himself had once
done in the case of Severus at Tyana. This caused
him to suspect something, and he became alarmed;
but as he had no way of withdrawing, he went in.
Severus talked to him in a very mild manner, and
asked : ©“ Why have you seen fit to do this? Why
did you wish to kill us?” He also gave him an
opportunity to speak and acted as if intending fto
listen to his defence. But Antoninus, as Plautianus
was making denial and expressing amazement at
what was said, rushed up, teok away his sword, and

t Apparently an ¢ All Souls’ Day,” the departed ancestors
(or ‘“heroes’) probably being, in this case, the deified em-
perors,

3 airdv R. Steph., adrd VC.
245



DIO’S ROMAN HISTORY

4 Sjoas apeliero kal mUE émaice ral NOéAnoe uev
rai at};r’oxet,ob'cg opdfar elmévra Ot “Eplns ue
kTelvar,” Umo 8¢ Tob maTpos xwivlels éxénevoé
T TOVY UmnpeTdy dovedoar alTov. Kal avTow
Tis TOV Tprx &y Tob vevelov éxtidast mh Te 'lovig
ral TH I(]?ma:;wf?&?}yz TPOTNVEYKEY 00D odoals,
wpiv kal 0TwoDy avTas axoloat, kal elmev < ideTe
rov Iavriavor Dudv,” kak TodTov T4 pev mévbos

5 7h dé Xc,r,pc\w dvéBarer. éxeivos uév kal péyroroy
'rc:)vhe’w Ae’poﬁf avBpomwy Svnbels, doTe kal
adrdv TV alroxpardpwr? wailov mwavtas ral
q,boﬁleioﬁm,aﬁvbv kal Tpéuety, ral émwl psfovwy
e’?vm?wv ao\wp;n@efg‘, oUTws Uma TE Tob yauSpod
'3095“’):"7 xal dvwley dmo Tob mwahaTiov és 086y
Tiva éppidn: pueTe TabTa yap kal avnpéln xal
éradn Tob Zeovijpov KeAEUTAVTOS.

5 Kai 6 Xeovijpos peta Tadta cvviyaye pey TRV
Boviny & 76 cuvédpiov, o pévtor kal kaTnydpnoé
7L 70D H?\atf;nauoﬁ, NN aiTos pév Ty TE Plaw

T av@p?nrfwnv s w1 Suvauérny TLUAs VTEpOyROUS

2 gTéyew vap(frro, Kai éauToy NTIdoATo 67t 0UTWS
avTov éTeTr)KEL ,xa,i émepihijret, Tovs 8¢ & umyu-
gavTis ol Ty ezrzBov?u\yv5 avrot wdv® fHuly
elmely efcekegaev, ix,,BaMbv éx Tol avvedpiov Tovs
ovKk dvaykaiovs, [v éx Tob undév Owpynoacfar

3 évdelEnTar 6TL 0¥ wavv odlol TmioTeVer. wOANOL
wiv oty Sa tov IMhavTiavov ékwdivevoav, rai
TLVes Kat améfavor+ o uévror Kolpavos éheye pév,
old mou ThelgTol wPOS TOUS €VTUYODYTAS TALT-

* &erinas H. Steph., éxriaras VC.
: I,TAtfv:E'IiAgy R. St,q:\)h., wAaxiarg VC.
éuov H. Steph., éus VC.
6 4 abroxparépwy H. Steph,, dvaxrdpwy VC.
4

EPITOME OF BOOK LXXVII

struck him with his fist; and he even wanted to kill ap. 205

him with lLis own hands, after the other had re-
marked,  You have forestalled me in killing.” But,
being prevented by his father, Antoninus ordered one
of the attendants to slay Plautianus. And somebody
plucked out a few hairs from his beard, carried them
to Julia and Plautilla, who were together, before
they had heard a word of the affair, and exclaimed,
¢« Behold your Plautianus,” thus causing grief to the
one and joy to the other. Thus this man, who had
possessed the greatest power of all the men of my
time, so that everyone regarded him with greater
fear and trembling than the very emperors, and
who had been led on to still greater hopes, was
slain by his son-in-law and his body thrown down
from the palace into a street; for it was only after-
wards that, at the command of Severus, he was
taken up and buried. .

Severus later called a meeting of the senate in the
senate-house, where, however, he uttered no accusa-
tion against Plautianus, but merely deplored the
weakness of human nature, which cannoct endure
excessive honours, and blamed himself in that he
had so loved and honoured this man. Then he
ordered those who had informed him of Plautianus’
plot to tell us everything ; but first he removed from
the chamber those whose presence was not necessary,
so as to make it clear, through his refusal to reveal
anything to them, that he did not altogether trust
them. Many, accordingly, found their lives in
danger on account of Plautianus, and some were
actually put to death. As for Coeranus, however,
though he admitted (a mere pretence, no doubt,

5 ¢miBovady Sylb., Boviy VC.
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such as most men are wont to indulge in when ap, 205

referring to those who are favoured by Fortune) that
he had been an intimate of Plautianus and that,
whenever the other suspected senators were invited
into his house in advance of the general throng of
those who came to pay Plautianus their respects, he
had accompanied them as far as the last gate, yet he
denied that he had shared in Plautianus’ secrets,
asserting that he always remained in the space mid-
way, thus giving to Plautianus the impression that
he was outside and to those outside that he was
inside. Because of this he was regarded with all
the greater suspicion; and there was the further
reason that once, when Plautianus dreamed that
fishes came up out of the Tiber and fell at his feet,
Coeranus had declared that he should rule both the
land and the water, But this man, after being con-
fined on an island for seven years, was later recalled,
was the first Egyptian to be enrolled in the senate,
and became consul, like Pompey, without having
previously held any other office.  Caecilius Agricola,
on the other hand, who was numbered among the
foremost flatterers of Plautianus and was second to
no man on earth in knavery and licentiousness,
was sentenced to death; he accordingly went home
and, after drinking his fill of chilled wine, shattered
the cup, which had cost him two hundred thousand
sesterces, and cutting his veins, fell dead upon the
fragments. As for Saturninus and Euodus, they
were honoured at the time, but were later executed
by Antoninus. While we were engaged in voting
sundry eulogies to Euodus, Severus restrained us,
saying: “ It would be disgraceful for anything of
that sort concerning an imperial freedman to appear
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in one of your decrees.” Nor was this the only an.205

instance of such an attitude on his part; he also
refused to allow any of the other imperial freedmen,
either, to act insolently or to give themselves airs;
and for this he was well spoken of. The senate, in
fact, while chanting his praises once went so far as
to shout out these words: “All do all things well
since you rule well.” Plautilla and Plautius, the
children of Plautianus, were for the time being per-
mitted to live, being banished to Lipara, but in the
reign of Antoninus they perished ; and yet even while
they lived they passed their lives in great fear and
wretchedness and with no abundance of the neces-
saries of life.

The sons of Severus, Antoninus and Geta, feeling
that they had got rid of a pedagogue, as it were, in
Plautianus, now went to all lengths in their conduct.
They outraged women and abused boys, they em-
bezzled money, and made gladiators and charioteers
their boon companions, emulating each other in the
similarity of their deeds, but full of strife in their
rivalries ; for if the one attached himself to a certain
faction, the other would be sure to choose the
opposite side. And at last they were pitted against
each other in some kind of contest with teams of
ponies and “drove with such fierce rivalry that
Antoninus fell out of his two-wheeled chariot and
broke his leg. Severus, during his son’s illness that
followed this accident, did not neglect any of his
duties in the least, but held court and attended all
the business pertaining to his office. And for this
he was praised; but he was censured for killing

2 abrob Val., abrd cod, Peir,
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