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ArTER this Antoninus made a campaign against a.D. 216

the Parthians, on the pretext that Artabanus had
refused to give him his daughter in marriage when
he sued for her hand; for the Parthian king had
realized clearly enough that the emperor, while
pretending to want to marry her, was in reality
eager to get the Parthian kingdom incidentally for
himself. So Antoninus now ravaged a large section
of the country around Media by making a sudden
incursion, sacked many fortresses, won over Arbela,
dug open the royal tombs of the Parthians, and
seattered the bones about, This was the easier for
him to accomplish inasmuch as the Parthians did
not even join battle with him; and accordingly 1
have found nothing of especial interest to record
concerning the incidents of that campaign except
the following anecdote. Two soldiers who had
seized a skin of wine came to him, each claiming
the booty as his alone; and upon being ordered by
him to divide the wine equally, they drew their
swords and cut the wine skin in half] apparently
expecting each to get a half with the wine in it.
Thus they had so little reverence for their emperor
that they troubled him with such matters as this,
and exercised so little intelligence that they lost
both the skin and the wine. The barbarians took
refuge in the mountains beyond the Tigris in order
to complete their preparations, but Antoninus sup-
pressed this fact and took to himself as much credit
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as if he had utterly vanquished these foes, whom as ap. 212

a matter of fact he had not even seen; and he was
particularly elated because, as he himself wrote, a
lion had suddenly run down from a mountain and
fought on his side. Not only in other ways did he
live in an unusual manner and violate precedents
even on his very campaigns, (but he also invented a
costume of his own, etc.) ’

. but truth; for I have read the book written
by him about it. He realized so well how he stood
with all the senators that the slaves and freedmen
and most intimate friends of many of them who
were not even under any charge at all were arrest:ad
by him and were asked under torture whether So-
and-so loved him or So-and-so hated him. Indeed,
he used to judge, as he said, even by tht? charts of
the stars under which any of the prominent men
about him had been born, which one was friendly to
him and which was hostile ; and on this evidence he
honoured many persons and destroyed many others.

When the Parthians and the Medes, greatly
angered by the treatment they ha(",’i received, pro-
ceeded to raise a large army, he fell into the gx'eate§t
terror. For, though he was most bold with his
threats and most reckless in his undertakings, yet
he was the greatest coward in the face of danger
and the greatest weakling in the presence of hard-

(chiefly of parts of words and short phrases) made by various
scholars to fill the more obvious lacunae. .

2 ¢ayrg supplied by Bs., following Sauppe (adrd atter
Sianeiuére).

3 mpds supplied by Polak. _

4 giré Leich.,, ATTAN V cod. Peir,

5 7, cod. Peir., om. V.
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ships. He could no longer bear great heat or the a.n, 217

weight of armour, and therefore wore sleeved tunics
fashioned more or less like a breastplate,! so that,
by creating the impression of armour without its
weight, he could be safe from plots and at the same
time rouse admiration. Indeed, he often wore this
dress even when not in battle. His mantle was
either of pure purple or of purple with a white
stripe down the centre; though occasionally the
stripe only was of purple, as I myself have seen.
In Syria, however, and in Mesopotamia he used
German clothing and shoes. He also invented a
costume of his own, which was made in a rather
foreign fashion out of small pieces of cloth sewed
together into a kind of cloak?; and he not only
wore this most of the time himself (in consequence
of which he was given the nickname Caracallus),
but he also prescribed it as the regular dress for the
soldiers. ,

The barbarians, now, saw what sort of person he
was and also heard that his troops, though numerous,
had, in consequence of their previous luxury (among
other things they had been passing the winter in
houses and using up everything belonging to their
hosts as if it were their own) and of their toils
and present hardships, become so exhausted in body
and so dejected in mind that they no longer cared
at all about the largesses which they were con-
stantly receiving in large amounts from Antoninus.
Elated, therefore, to think that they were going to

I Perhaps the reference is to a linen breastplate, such as
is mentioned in Ixxvii (Ixxviii), 7, 2.

2 Coracalle was a Celtic or German word for a short,
close-fitting cloak provided with a hood ; but as modified
by Antoninus it reached to the feet,
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find them helpers rather than foes . . . .. ..
Antoninus made
preparations in his turn; but it did not fall to his
lot to carry on the war, for he was murdered in
the midst of his soldiers, whom he most honoured
and in whom he reposed vast confidence. It seems
that a seer in Africa had declared, in such a manner
that it became noised abroad, that both Macrinus,
the prefect, and his son, Diadumenianus, were
destined to hold the imperial power; and later
this seer, upon being sent to Rome, had revealed
this prophecy to Flavius Maternianus, who at
the time commanded the soldiers in the city,
and this man had at once written a letter to
Antoninus. But it happened that this letter was
diverted to Antioch to the emperor’s mother Julia,
since she had been instructed to sort everything
that arrived and thus prevent a mass of unimportant
letters from being sent to him while he was in the
enemy’s country; whereas another letter, wrilten
by Ulpius Julianus, who was then in charge of the
census, went by other couriers direct to Macrinus,
informing him of the state of affairs, Thus the
message to the emperor was delayed, while the
despatch to Macrinus was read by him in good
season. And so Macrinus, fearing he should be put
to death by Antoninus on this account, especially as
a certain Egyptian, Serapio, had told the emperor to
his face a few days earlier that he would be short-
lived and that Maecrinus would succeed him, delayed
no longer. Serapio had at first been thrown to a lion
for this, but when, as the result of his merely holding
out his hand, as is reported, the animal did not touch
him, he was slain ; and he might have escaped even
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this fate,—or so he declared,—by invoking certain a.p.217

spirits, if he had lived one day longer.

Macrinus came to no harm, but hastened his
preparations, having a presentiment that otherwise
he should perish, especially as Antoninus had sud-
denly, {on the day before| his birthday, removed
those of Macrinus’ companions that were with him,
alleging various reasons in different cases, but with

the general pretext of showing them honour,

I T T S P T L I L R I R
S S S T S T T T S R S T T

believing that it was fated for him to secure {the
throne ?], he had also chosen a name suggestive
of this.t Accordingly, he secured the services of
two tribunes assigned to the pretorian guard,
Nemesianus and Apollinaris,? brothers belonging to
the Aurelian gens, and of Julius Martialis,® who was
enrolled among the evocati and had a private grudge
against Antoninus for not having given him the post
of centurion when he asked for 1t, and so formed
his plot against Antoninus. It was carried out thus.
On the eighth of April, when the emperor had set
out from Edessa for Carrhae and had dismounted
from his horse to ease himself, Martialis approached
as though desiring to say something to him and
struck him with a small dagger. Martialis immedi-
ately fled and would have escaped detection, had
he thrown away his sword; but, as it was, the
weapon led to his being recognized by one of the
Scythians in attendance upon Antoninus, and he was

~struck down with a javelin. As for Antoninus, the

* Apollinarius and Martialins in the Greek.

349



DIO’S ROMAN HISTORY

- 4 e A\ \ /
kal PBonBolvres raréopafav. o 8¢ 07 Trvlns
~ ~ / 3 3
obTos 0DY @5 Kal GUpUAXOY avT® povov, aAA
~ / 3\ i/ ~
ds kai ppovpdv alTod Tpémov TIwd éXwv curip.
-~ / / 3 /
6 wal yap Zxdbas kai Kehtovs, ov povoy énevlépovs
WG xal Sovhovs, kal avipdr Kat YyUraLK®Y
3 r ¢ I A\ A\ c N ) L4
aderduevos, dmhicer Kal mepl avTOV €lYEV, WS
~ ~ 2 ~ r ~
kal pdaiov abdrols 7 Tols b oTpariwrars Gapadr:
e 7 ~ 3 7
Td Te yap dNNa Kal écaTovTapxiais apds eTiua,
~ 14
o ANowrds Te érxdher. xal Oy xal Tols wpéoBeat
~ 4 ~ ~ ~ I3 Ay
Tols ol 2 &k TOV é0vdy alTOV TEUTOUEVOLS K
4 AY ~
Stenéyerod moNNdris underos aANov TAnNY TWY
124 /
épunpréoy TaporTos, kol éveréA\heTo Omws, AV TL
A\ by )
wdly, & Te T Traiav éoBalwoe ral émi THY
“Pobuny \advwow ds kal ebaloToTdTny odoav:
~ ~ 3 4
xai wa &4 undév ¢ adTav és Nuds éxporTyol,
\ 4 / 3 \ bl 4 3 \ 3 A
Tovs éppmréas edBls épovever. ol pmr alra
~ ~ ~ I s
Tovrd Te® am alrdv Tav BapBapwy UoTepov
hY ~ 4 \ ~
¢uaboper, rkal To TOY dappakwy Tapd TOU
/ \ ~
Makpivov: moM\a yap kai moikila wapd TV év
5 dve 'Acla wlpemwr Ta pey pereméprato
‘z \ \ 3 ¢ ’ prf c 4 \ /
Ta 8¢ rkal émplaTo, BoTE EMTAKOTIAS KOL TEVTI)-
~ ird \
govra pupiddas és adta b apilbpnbivar, a rxat
¢ ) 14 Y /
mauméAovs, doovs dv éfejon,” ral Otadipws
/ 3 3 ~ ) bl ~ ~
Sohogovnon. KAl EKELVQ  [iEV ¢V TY Baoihixd
hY ~ )Y S 8/ /9‘ . 4 8\ 8 4
weta Tadl’ edpelévra ratexaiby ToTe o€ Ol
~ ~ \ \ ~ 4
oTpaTidTaAl KAl Sta To0TO, Kal wpos Tols aAhoLs

1 rois supplied by Rk. 2 ol Bs., QN 'V,
3 ieréyero Urs., EAETETO V. 4 3% Bk, TE V.
5 r¢ Bk., MEN V. & ot7s, Xiph., AYTHN V.

7 &geafopy Xiph., @EAHZH V.
350

EPITOME OF BOOK LXXIX

tribunes, pretending to come to his rescue, slew him. ap.217

The Secythian mentioned was in attendance upon
Antoninus, not merely as an ally, but also as a kind
of body-guard. For the emperor kept Scythians
and Germans about him, freemen and slaves alike,
whom he had taken away from their masters and
wives and had armed, apparently placing more
confidence in them than in the soldiers; and among
various honours that he showed them he made them
centurions, and called them “lions.” Furthermore,
he would often converse with the envoys sent to
him from time to time by the nations to which
these soldiers belonged, when no one else but the
interpreters was present, instructing them, in case
anything happened to him, to invade Italy and
march upon Rome, assuring them that it was very
easy to capture; and to prevent any inkling of his
conversation from getting to our ears, he would
immediately put to death the interpreters. Never-
theless, we learned of it later from the barbarians
themselves; and as for the poisons, we learned of
them from Macrinus. [t seems that Antoninus had
been in the habit of requisitioning or even buying
great quantities of various poisons from the inhabi-
tants of Upper Asia, spending thirty million sesterces
all told upon them, in order that he might secretly
kill in different ways great numbers of men, in fact
all that he wished; these poisons were later dis-
covered in the royal apartments and were all
burned. At the time, however, with which we are
concerned the soldiers, both for this reason and also

-because, in addition to other grievances, they were

8 3¢ Leuncl.,, AH V.
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vexed at seeing the barbarians preferred to them- ap, 217

selves, were not in any case so delighted with
their emperor as formerly, and did not aid him
when he became the victim of a plot.

Such was the end to which Antoninus came, after
living twenty-nine years and four days (for he had
been born on the fourth of April), and after ruling
six years, two months, and two days. At this point
also in my narrative many things come to mind to
arouse my astonishment. For instance, when he
was about to set out from Antioch on his last
journey, his father appeared to him in a dream,
wearing a sword and saying, “ As you killed your
brother, so will I slay you’; and the soothsayers
warned him to beware of that day, bluntly telling
him in so many words that the gates of the victim’s
liver were shut. After this he went out through
a certain door, paying no heed to the fact that the
lion which he was wont to call “ Rapier” and had
for a table-companion and bedfellow seized him as
he went out and even tore his clothing. For he
used to keep many lions and always had some of
them around him, but this one he would often
caress even in public. Besides these prodigies, a
little while before his death a great fire, as I have
heard, suddenly filled the entire interior of the
temple of Serapis at Alexandria, but did no damage
beyond destroying the sword with which Antoninus
had slain his brother; and later, when the fire had
stopped, many stars became visible. In Rome,
moreover, a spirit having the appearance of a man
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